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INTRODUCTION
The A rth u r  F ish er Case h ard ly  stands out In the l i s t  o f  academic 
freedom controvers ies  a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana. Indeed, I t  has 
been almost e n t i r e ly  overlooked or Ignored by h is to r ia n s .  I t  Is p a r t ly  
the purpose o f  th is  th es is  to  dust o f f  the F is h e r  case and to  re s to re  to  
I t  the d isgrace I t  deserves In the c h ro n ic le  o f  Montana h igher education .  
More than t h a t ,  however, th is  th e s is  is meant to  d isen tang le  a l l  o f  the  
causes fo r  the dism issal o f  F ish er from Montana S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  fo r  
I t  Is probably the most complicated and le a s t  understood case In  the 
school's  h is to r y .
Speculations on the suspension o f  F ish er resemble the confused con­
clusions o f  the p ro v e rb ia l b l in d  men upon examination o f  an e le p h a n t.
For example, the new pres iden t o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  In 1921 heard 
several complaints about the q u a l i ty  o f  F is h e r 's  teach in g , so he concluded 
th a t  the Board o f  Education merely discharged an In e f fe c t iv e  te a c h e r , and 
th a t  o th e r  Issues a tte n d in g  the case were la rg e ly  I r r e le v a n t ,  The e d ito rs  
o f  the D a lly  M IssoulI an and the Helena Independent viewed the case even 
more simply: was the Board or was I t  not going to  perm it the r a d ic a l ,
s o c i a l i s t ,  a g i ta t in g  professor to  continue h is  propagandizing In a Mont­
ana school. An Independent newspaper e d i to r  In the B i t te r r o o t  V a l le y  
announced th a t  o b v io u s ly , the mighty Anaconda Copper Mining Company had 
f le x e d  I t s  muscles, and had crushed out a la s t  ves tig e  o f  academic Inde­
pendence a t  the U n iv e r s i ty .  An e d i t o r  o f  the New Republic peered In to  
the murky case from a f a r ;  and saw th a t  the American Legion had touched I t  
o f f  w ith  charges aga inst F is h e r 's  p a t r io t is m  In the g re a t  War. The e d i t o r
I I I
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thought th a t  c la a r ly  th is  was another post^Vtortd War I w itch  h u n t, 
c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  the tim e when Am erica's s p i r i t  o f  to le ra n c e  alm ost 
e x p ire d . Each o f  these In te rp re ta t io n s  embraced but a f ra c t io n  o f  the  
%dto1e case.
I t  I s ,  th e re fo re , the purpose o f  th is  th e s is  to  exp lo re  each o f  the  
fa c to rs  In  the d ism issal o f  A rth u f F is h e r , to  assess the  causal fo rc e  
o f  each, and to  prove th a t the suspension d id  Indeed tram ple the Id ea l 
o f  academic Independence from e x te rn a l p o l i t ic a l  and personal pressures. 
I t  a ls o  should v in d ic a te  the t r ib u la t io n s  o f  the ab ras ive  but adm irab ly  
Id e a l is t ic  man th a t  was A rth u r F is h e r,
tv
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CHAPTER I
On September 18, 1921, the Montana Board o f  Education dlsm lssad  
A s s is ta n t P rofessor o f  Law A rth u r F ish er from h is  teach ing d u tie s  a t  
Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  In  M issou la . The Board couched the d ism issal 
In  a te rs e  re s o lu tio n  th a t  passed by one vote*
BE IT  RESOLVED, That M r, F is h e r be considered on leave  
o f  absence w ith  pay during the rem ainder o f  the tim e o f  
h is  con tracted  appointm ent u n t i l  September 1 , 1 9 2 2 ,'
The Board continued the s a la ry  o f  the pro fessor o n ly  to  avoid s u it  fo r  
breach o f  c o n tra c t. The a c tio n  stemmed from American Legion charges 
regard ing F is h e r 's  p a tr io tis m  In  World War I ,  from newspaper a lle g a ­
t io n *  th a t  he engaged In  ra d ic a l o u ts id e  a c t iv i t ie s  In  M isso u la , and 
from adverse a d m in is trâ t Ion rep o rts  on the q u a lity  o f  h is  teach in g .
A sub-commlttae o f  the Consolttee on Academic Tenure o f  the Amer­
ican A sso c ia tio n  o f  U n iv e rs ity  Professors censured the U n iv e rs ity  o f  
Montana end the Board o f  Education fo r  accepting  the charges as a bas­
is  fo r  d is m is s a l, and fo r  p ro h ib it in g  the p ro fesso r from meeting h is  
classes w ith o u t a statem ent o f  reasons fo r  the a c t io n . TIte committee 
c a s tig a te d  th e  Board most s e ve re ly  fo r  Ignoring  the conclusions o f  I t s  
own fa c u lty  committee on the case.
* M inutes o f  the Montana Board o f  Educat io n , September 18, 1921, p . 112
^Helena Independent, September 2 0 , 1921, p . 4 .
^A. W, Vernon, "Report on the U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ontana," American 
Associatio n  o f  Uni ver s i t y P ro fessors B u ll e t i n ,  X (March, 1 924},1 S 6 .  
R e re a T tir  c ite d  a s ^ e r n o n v m r s T t y  o lTR ontana," B u i le t ln .
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Censorship by the leading body o f  educators In  the country was not 
a new experience fo r  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana. In the f i r s t  s ix  years  
o f  I t s  e x is te n c e , the A .A .U .P , reviewed th ree  s u b s ta n tia l  complaints  
aga in s t the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, a phenomenal record In  A .A .U .P .  
annals . The th ree  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana cases are  somewhat s im i la r .
In each one, the In f lu en ce  o f  commercial o r  corporate  In te re s ts  In d i r e c t ­
ly  o r  d i r e c t ly  e f fe c te d  a suspension.
The f i r s t  o f  the cases occurred In 1915. In June o f  th a t  year the  
Board o f  Education f i r e d  Pres ident Edwin Boone Craighead o f  Montana 
State  U n iv e rs ity  In M issoula. The Board f i r e d  P resident Craighead w i th ­
out a hearing and w ith ou t a statement o f  charges, la rg e ly  because he 
campaigned fo r  c on so lid a tio n  o f  the f a r - f lu n g  u n its  o f  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
Montana. Governor Samuel V. S tew art, o r i g i n a l l y  o f  Bozeman, and a t  le a s t  
one Missoula businessman, J . H. T. Ryman, adamantly opposed c o n s o lid a tio n  
fo r  fe a r  o f  the economic Impact on t h e i r  res p ec tive  hometowns I f  the 
consolidated u n iv e rs i ty  located In another c i t y .  Ergo, they a lso  op­
posed the champion o f  c o n s o lid a t io n . Pres ident Craighead, The Missoula  
businessman In s is te d  th a t  the Board f i r e  Craighead, and he p re v a i le d .^
In th is  case the In v e s t ig a t in g  committee o f  the A .A .U .P . c a l le d  the a c t io n
5o f  the Board unsound and u n ju s t .  E. B. Craighead remained In Missoula  
and e s tab lish ed  an Independent weekly newspaper, the New Northwest.
In February o f  1919 the U n iv e rs i ty  gained n a tio n a l n o to r ie ty  as 
a r e s u lt  o f  the  suspension o f  economics pro fessor Louis Levine. Professor
^Lyle E. H a r r is ,  "D r . E. B. C raighead 's  New Northw est; 1915-1920"  
(unpublished M.A. th e s is .  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, 196^5, p .5 .
^Charles A. Kofo ld , "Reports o f  the Committee on Academic Freedom 
and Tenure ,"  American A ssocia tion  o f  U n iv e rs i ty  Professors B u l le t in ,
I I I  (May, 1917). 2 l8 .
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Levlne w rote a monograph e n t i t le d  The T axation  o f  Mines In Montana. 
The monograph, which was scheduled fo r  p u b lic a tio n  by the U n iv e rs ity  
o f  Montana Press, emphasized the In e q u ity  o f mine ta x a tio n  In the  
s ta te ,  i t  po inted out th a t  w h ile  m ining gross Income was almost 
double farm ing gross Income, the mines pa id  o n ly  8.79% o f  the to ta l  
s ta te  taxes compared to  the farm ers ' 32.14% .^ The s ta te  c o n s titu t io n  
s h e lte re d  th is  Imbalance w ith  a p ro v is io n  fo r  the c o lle c t io n  o f  taxes  
on ly  on the net proceeds o f m ines,^
E a r l i e r ,  C hancellor Edward C. E l l i o t t  had requested Levine to  
study ta x a t io n  In Montana and subsid ized his work, la rg e ly  because 
s ta te  educational In s t i tu t io n s  s u ffe re d  from shortages o f  a p p ro p r ia t ­
ed money. The study obviously  diagnosed one cause o f  the s t a t e 's  
f in a n c ia l  m ala ise , but I t s  conclusions s t a r t le d  the wary C h ance llo r .
His a d m in is tra t iv e  motto was, "Watch your t im ing and be e n t i r e ly
8n e u t r a l . "  For the U n iv e rs ity  Press to  publish Lev in e 's  manuscript 
In a l e g is la t iv e  year and In a period o f  copper ascendancy was not 
the C h ance llo r 's  conception o f  n e u t r a l i t y  o r  good t im in g . Professor  
Levine th e re fo re  published h is  work p r iv a t e ly .  Under pressure from 
mining company e x e c u t iv e s . C hancellor E l l i o t t  suspended him fo r
^ Report o f  the Tax In v e s t ig a t io n  Committee o f  the Senate,
FI f  teehth “Le'gTTi iTtTve Assembly (H elena, M o n t.,  I F T ? ), pp. 6 -7 .
^John W. Smurr, "The Montana Tax 'C onspiracy* o f  1889," Montana,
The Magazine of^W estern H is to ry , V , No. 2 (S p rin g , 1 9 5 5 ), 4 6 -5 3 , and 
V , No. 3 (Summer, 1 9 5 5 ), 4 7 -5 6 . See a ls o  Louis Lev in e , The Taxation  
o f  Mines In Montana (New York, 1 9 1 9 ), chap. I .  Cornel Ius~F.~ReTTey7^ 
M ining ta x a tio n  In  Montana (H elena, 1917). K. Ross T o o le , "A Study 
In  the RelatlonsHTp Between a S ta te  and I t s  People and a C o rporation"  
(unpublished Ph.D. d is s e r ta t io n . U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a lifo rn ia  a t  Los A ngeles, 
1 9 5 4 ), chap. x v l l l .  (H e re a fte r  c ite d  as T o o le , "Anaconda H is to r y " ) .
Q
Frank K. B u rr in ,  "Edward Charles E l l i o t t ,  Educator" (unpublished  
Ph.D. d is s e r ta t io n ,  Purdue U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 9 5 6 ), p . 145.
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tnsubordI n a t io n .^
The In d ig n a tio n  o f  the fa c u l ty  and the scorn o f  the n a t io n a l  
press shamed the Board o f  Education In to  re in s ta t in g  Dr. Levlnq. 
N everthe less , the A .A .U .P , Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure 
In v e s tig a te d  the Levine case, and found th a t  the a d m in is tra t io n  o f  
the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana had In fr in g e d  upon the r ig h t  o f  Professor  
Levine to  study and to  publish  the f r u i t s  o f  h is  research.
in the F isher case, as In the Craighead and Levine cases, the  
In v e s t ig a t in g  A .A .U .P . sub-committee based I t s  conclusions on the  
A s s o c ia t io n 's  “ 1915 D e c la ra t io n  o f  P r in c ip le s ,"  The D e c la ra t io n  
stressed th a t  I f  a scho lar must be In v e s t ig a te d  fo r  any reason, the 
In v e s t ig a t io n  should be conducted by members o f  the academic p ro fe s s io n ,  
i t  In s is te d  th a t  the in te rv e n t io n  o f  non-academic groups " . . .  can never 
be exempt from the suspicion th a t  I t  Is  d ic ta te d  by o th e r  motives than 
zeal fo r  the In t e g r i t y  o f  s c i e n c e . . . . " * *
In accordance w ith  the D e c la ra t io n ,  C hancellor E l l i o t t  and the  
Board o f  Education es ta b lis h e d  a Facu lty  Committee on Serv ice  In  1919 
to  review complaints and charges aga in s t fa c u l ty  members. The Chan­
c e l lo r  and the pres iden t each s e le c te d  a fa c u l ty  member f o r  the
^Arnon G u tfe ld , "The Levine A f f a i r ;  A Case Study In  Academic 
Freedom," (forthcom ing In  P a c if ic  H is to r ic a l R eview ). See a lso  
Joseph Kinsey Howard, Montana ; BTgh , Wide , and handsome (New Haven 
1943) ,  chap. x x l1 1 . K. Ross T o o le , Montana: Ah Uncommon Land (Norman,
O k la ., 1959 ), chap. x .  T o o le , "Anaconda h is to r y ,"  chap. x tx .  "The
Professor and the Anaconda," New Repub1Ic  (March 8 ,  1919).
*^Frederlck  S. D e lb le r ,  "Committee on Academic Freedom: Statement
on the Case o f  Professor Louis Levine o f  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana,"  
American Association o f  U n iv e rs ity  Professors B u l le t in ,  I I  (May, 1 919 ), 13,
**Louls  Joughin, e d . , "Appendix A; 1915 D e c la ra t io n  o f  P r in c ip le s ,"  
Academlc Freedom and Tenure; A Handbook o f  the American Assoclat Ion o f  
U n iv e rs i ty  Professors (Madison, WIs : The U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Wisconsin P re s s ,
T9'6%' p . ’ 169:----------------
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commlttee, and the fa c u l ty  e le c te d  a t h i r d  re p re s e n ta t iv e .  The 
Facu lty  Committee on Service convened to review the F ish er case 
a t  the request o f  both A rthur F ish er and the new pres iden t o f  the  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  C. H. Clapp. Upon In v e s t ig a t io n  the Committee found
12
" . . .  no v a l id  reason fo r  te rm in a tin g  the c o n tra c t o f  Mr. F i s h e r . , . , "  
The A .A .U .P . sub-committee th e re fo re  censured the Montana Board o f  
Education In the F isher case m ainly fo r  Ignoring the advice o f  I t s  
fa c u l ty  committee,^^
The f a i lu r e  to  accept the conclusions o f  the Facu lty  Serv ice  
Committee c o n s titu te d  a procedural v io la t io n  o f  academic freedom.
The Board a lso  v io la te d  two o th e r ,  even more serious procedural s a fe ­
guards. F i r s t ,  the Board d id  not determine the g u i l t  o r  Innocence o f  
Professor F ish er In  regard to  the American Legion charges aga inst  
him. Nor did I t  s e t t l e  whether o r  not the charges, even I f  t r u e ,  
c o n s titu te d  grounds fo r  d is m is s a l.  Second, a statement o f  reasons 
fo r  suspension was notab ly  absent from the Board's f in a l  re s o lu t io n  
on the F isher case.
The procedural v io la t io n s  stemmed d i r e c t ly  from the Board's  
In te rn a l  s t r i f e  and v a c i l l a t io n  on sub stan tive  Issues. The Board 
did not s ta te  I t s  reasons fo r  p lac in g  Professor F is h e r  on leave o f
absence because the members could not agree on w hich . I f  any, o f  the
14
charges c o n s t itu te d  a le g i t im a te  basis f o r  suspension. i f  the
^^"Report o f  the F ac u lty  Committee on Service on the A rth ur  
F ish er  Case," U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana P re s id e n t 's  O f f ic e ,  Executive  
Documents, M issoula , Montana, F isher F i l e ,  p. 21. H e re a f te r  c i te d  
as F Ish er F i l e .
*3vernon, " U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana," B u i l e t l n , p. 156.
1 1t
The Service S ta r ,  October, 1929, p . 5 .
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c o w p la tn tf #g#lnmt F l#h er concerned o n ly  h i t  conduct In  World Wer I , 
the c a t#  would hav# b##n c o n tld # r« b ly  t im p lo r .  Th# American Legion  
charges w ere . In  f a c t ,  con fined  to  F I t h e r ' t  war reco rd , dut the  
charges had t h e ir  foundation  In  personal antagonism , no t p a t r io t ic  
fe rv o r . C hancello r E l l i o t t  f l a t l y  Inform ed the Board o f  Education a t  
I t s  September meeting th a t  the s p e c if ic  charges p re fe rre d  by the  Legion  
a e a ln s t F is h e r were a ^ d ire c t  p roduct" o f  personal an im osity  aroused  
by F ish e r*#  a c t iv i t ie s  In  M issoula  In  1921, not In  Chicago In  Ig l? . * ^
This a s s e rtio n  suggests th e  n a tu re  o f  the s u b s ta n tiv e  core o f  
the academic freedom case a g a in s t th e  Board o f  E ducation , as w e ll  
as o f  the  ease ag& lnst A rth u r F is h e r . P ro fesso r F is h e r*#  ex tram u ra l 
a c t iv i t ie s  In  M issoula aroused s u f f ic ie n t  o p p o s itio n  to  In c ite  an 
attem pt to  have him f i r e d .  W ith th e  ass is ta n ce  o f  the  Montana Board 
o f  Education, the a ttem pt succeeded.
Remarkably, A rth u r F is h e r aroused the  "personal antagonism^* 
th a t undid him In  o n ly  one y e a r . He came to  Montane In  September o f  
1920 from Chicago, where h is  fa th e r  was a d is tin g u is h e d  a tto rn e y .
W a lte r L . F is h e r , h is  f a th e r ,  had served In  the c a b in e t o f  P res id en t 
W illia m  Howard T a ft  as S e cre ta ry  o f  the  In t e r io r .  A man o f  g re a t  
In t e g r i ty ,  th e  e ld e r  F is h e r rep laced  In t e r io r  S e c re ta ry  R, A , B a ll in g e r ,  
who had been accused o f  frau d  In  the purchase o f  p u b lic  tends. P re s i­
dent T a f t 's  a d m in is tra tio n  was b r i e f ,  however, and th e re fo re  the  
F is h e r fa m ily  liv e d  f o r  most o f  A r th u r 's  boyhood In  Chicago, where h is  
fa th e r  a s s is te d  In  c i t y  reform  e f f o r t s .  A rth u r F is h e r la t e r  t e s t i f ie d
*5c h a n c e llo r  Edward C. E l l i o t t ,  "Memorandum re American Legion  
Charges A gainst A rth u r F is h er"  (re p o r t  subm itted to  the Montana Board 
o f  Education , H elena, M o n t., S ep t. 17 , 1 9 2 1 ), p . 3 . In  F is h e r F i l e .
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th a t  h i#  fa th e r*#  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  p u b lic  U f a  and community » e rv lc a  
fo tta ra d  In  him a son»a o f  p u b lic  # a rv lc a , and accuttomed him to  tha  
fa c t  " . . .  th a t  tha p r ic a  o f  v lfonou# laad arah tp  was u s u a lly  o p p o s lt*
Ion and o fte n  personal a t ta c k s . I t  I#  p o ss ib le  th a t  h is  fa th e r*#  
c a re e r a ls o  prevented A rth u r from assessing a c c u ra te ly  the power o f  
the (^ponent# o f  a community re fo rm er.
f is h e r 's  concern w ith  community problems o r ig in a te d  In  h is  c o lle g e  
days. As a s tudent a t  Harvard he w o rrie d  about the problems o f  
" .« •  s o c ia l a m e llo r Ic a tio n  and the b etterm en t o f  the lo t  o f  the Amer­
ican la b o re r  and h is  fa m ily , both In  the c i t y  and on the fa rm ." *?  
Professors F e lix  F ra n k fu r te r ,  Roscoe Pound, and others Imbued In  him a 
b e l ie f  In  the Increased teach ing  va lu e  o f a p ro fesso r vdio combined 
p ra c t ic a l e f f o r t  In  h is  chosen f i e l d  w ith  I t s  academic asp ect. In  
a d d itio n  to  h is  s tu d ie s , A rth u r worked w ith  boys clubs In  stum d is ­
t r i c t s ,  a t  a boys* cmep, and w ith  fa m ily  cases fo r  the boston Asso­
c ia te d  C h a r it ie s . W hile In  law sch o o l, he served as D ire c to r  o f  the  
Prospect U n ion, a ' workingman's c o l le g e ,"  which re la te d  Harvard to  the  
In d u s tr ia l po p u la tio n  around I t .  He a ls o  helped to  o rg an ize  and served  
on the fa c u lty  o f  the boston Trade Union C o lle g e , which o ffe re d  sho rt
I g
courses p r im a r ily  to  union o f f ic e r s .
A rth u r F is h e r was a ls o  e d ito r  o f  the Harvard P a lly  Crimson. Me
^^Arthur F ish er to  F ac u lty  Committee on S e rv ic e , "Documents 
Appended to  tha Findings o f  the Co«snlttee on S erv ice  o f  the Montana 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  In  the Case o f  A rth u r F is h e r ,"  S e p t .,  1921, p . 5 .
In  F is h e r F i l e .  H e re a fte r  c ite d  as "Documents."
17 |b ld . .  p . 6 .
* * l b l d . ,  p . 7 .
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claim ed th a t  he conducted a * * . . .v igo ro us e d i t o r ia l  p o lic y  on to p ics  o f  
In te rn a tio n a l p o lic y  and war and peace ,"  fo r  vdilch many accused him o f  
" tro u b le -m a k in g ." *^  Although com plaints about c o lle g e  e d ito rs  a re  
n o to rio u s ly  common. I t  Is  very  c re d ib le  th a t  F is h e r had many c r i t i c s ,  
fo r  ha was almost as a b ras ive  as he was a r t ic u la t e .  In  any case, he 
m aintained th a t subsequent w orld  events v in d ic a te d  the  e d i t o r ia l  p o l­
ic y  on the Crimson.
A f te r  h is  graduation  and b e fo re  the w a r, f is h e r  worked fo r  a 
year fo r  the American N a tio n a l L ives to ck  A s s o c ia tio n . In th is  p o s i­
t io n  he helped conduct an economic and le g a l a n a ly s is  o f  the market 
c o n tro l o f  meat packers In  Chicago and e lsew here . He la t e r  w ro te  an 
a r t ic le  on the basis o f  th is  e x p erien c e , and he claim ed th a t liv e s to c k  
producers d is tr ib u te d  the  a r t i c l e  " . . . a s  evidence o f  work th a t  has been 
deemed m oderate, c le a r ly  reasoned, and e f f e c t iv e ." * ^  A rth u r f is h e r  
was a b r i l l i a n t ,  bu t no t a p a r t ic u la r ly  modest, man. H is a r t i c l e  
exp la in ed  the n a tu re  o f  the a»nopo1y In  the meat packing In d u s try , and
argued th a t  c o fs ^ e tltlve  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  the In d u s try  could be a t  le a s t
21as e f f i c ie n t  as was the monopoly.
At the s t a r t  o f  the w a r, f is h e r  woidced as a law c le rk  fo r  a C h i­
cago f l m .  A f te r  h is  s e le c t iv e  s e rv ic e  board exempted him from a c tiv e  
s e rv ic e  because o f  a d is lo c a te d  sh o u ld er, ha worked fo r  the Bureau o f  
War Risk insurance. He re tu rn ed  to  Harvard to  a tte n d  law school a f t e r  
the w ar. In  May o f  1920, s h o r t ly  b e fo re  h is  g ra d u a tio n , he rece ived
*9 * b ld . ,  p. a. 
2 0 .ib id . ,  p . 9 .
^ *A rth u r f is h e r ,  "Am erica’ s M ea t,"  The Yale Review (J u ly ,  1 9 1 7 ),
p p .3007-022. "
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from P res id en t E, 0 . Sisson o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  an o f f e r  o f  
a p o s itio n  In  the Law School teach ing  C o n s titu tio n a l Law, P res iden t  
Sisson made the o f f e r  on the recoirenendatio n  o f  Dean C. V/. Leaphart
o f  the Law School, who fre q u e n tly  re c ru ite d  teachers among o u ts ta n d -
22Tng law graduates a t  H arvard . F ish er accepted p a r t ia l l y  because 
o f  an e a r ly  In te re s t  In  Montana,
Summer employment In  northw estern mountains had sparked F is h e r 's
In te re s t  In  Montana w h ile  he was s t i l l  In  h is  teen s . He had spent
several summers. In  high school and c o lle g e , v^ rk ln g  w ith  a U n ited  
S tates  G eological Survey In  the Colorado Rockies and as a fo re s t  
ranger In  G la c ie r  N ational Park . One summer he had a s s is te d  R. B. 
M a rs h a ll, C h ie f Geographer o f  the U n ited  S ta te s , In w r it in g  a rep o rt  
on Estes P ark , Colorado. The rep o rt la t e r  re s u lte d  In  the d e c la r ­
a tio n  o f  the area as a n a tio n a l park . H is enthusiasm  fo r  western  
Montana derived  from h is  summer In  G la c ie r  N atio n a l Park . An a v id  
outdoorsman, he looked forw ard to  new o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  physica l a c t ­
i v i t y  and adventure In the mountainous M issoula a re a .
A rth u r F is h er sought physical a c t iv i t y  In  ways th a t  o fte n  ap p a lled  
less hardy o r less courageous so u ls . As a young man he undertook two 
p e rilo u s  canoe voyages In the Canadian w ild e rn e s s , and p a rt o f  them 
he made a lo n e . The f i r s t  community p ro je c t he fo s te re d  In M issoula  
was fo r  the estab lishm ent o f  a s k a tin g  r in k .  On h is  way to  a meeting
In  B il l in g s  In  la te  November, he stopped fo r  a sh o rt swim In a mountain
stream , vdilch would be a c h i l l y  dtp even In mid-summer. A co lleag ue  
o f  F is h e r 's  re c a lls  freq u en t walks In which he clambored b re a th le s s ly
^^Charles W. L eap hart, p r iv a te  In te rv ie w , M isso u la , M o n t., May 2 8 , I 969 .
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un Mount S«ntfn«1 b«htnd F lth o r 'a  « f fo r t l« » s  s t r i d * .  Ko # # ;d , ''What­
ever the phyeice l d l t e b l l l t y  th a t  exempted A rth u r  F le h e r  from the  
s e rv ic e . I t  c e r ta in ly  was not h is  legs.'*^^
When f is h e r  a r r iv e d  In  Montana In  S e p te n ^ r  o f  1920, he walked  
d ir e c t ly  from the t r a in  depot to  the home o f  a fo n œ r Chicago fa m ily ,  
the  M a rtin  d . Hutchens. A mutual f r ie n d  o f  the Hutchens and the  
f is h e rs  had w r it te n  a l e t t e r  o f  In tro d u c tio n  fo r  A rth u r to  M rs. H ut­
chens, M rs. Hutchens understood from the l e t t e r  th a t  F Is h e r was h ig h ­
ly  In t e l l ig e n t ,  w e lI-m ean in g , but ra d ic a l and h a s ty , because the  
f r ie n d  had asked M rs. Hutchens to  advise the young man, she urged him  
" . . . t o  keep h is  mouth sh u t; to  take no I n i t i a t i v e ;  to  p ra is e  but not
2'^to  c r i t i c i z e  fo r  a t  le a s t a year befo re  a ttem pting  to  reform  Montana." 
Her s te rn  advice stemmed from personal experience w ith  the fa c ts  o f  
l i f e  In  Montana, the forem ost o f  which was the g r ip  o f  the Anaconda 
Copper M ining Company on th e  production o f  v e a l th , on the determ ina­
t io n  o f  p u b lic  p o lic y , and on the d issem ination  o f  news In the s ta te .  
Copper In te re s t#  began t h e i r  dom ination o f  Montana's économie and 
p o l i t ic a l  l i f e  In  the IS 8 0 *s , when Marcus D a ly 's  crews completed the  
b ig  sm elte r In  Anaconda. The sm e lte r sw elled  Anaconda's production o f  
copper enormously; b y ith e  tu rn  o f  the century  Anaconda had become the  
g re a te s t coppnr mine In  tha w o rld . The wars o f  the copper k in g s ,
Marcus Daly and W illia m  Andrews C la rk , spread the In flu e n c e  o f  the
^^Edmund Freeman, p r iv a te  In te rv ie w , M issou la , M witana, A p r i l  18 ,
1969.
M rs. L e ila  K, Hutchens, (exce rp t from unpublished memoir In  
possession o f  John K. Hutchens, Rye, Hew Y o rk ), In l e t t e r  from  Hutchens 
to  a u th o r, J u ly  10 , 1969. H e re a fte r  c ite d  as L e ila  Hutchens Memoir.
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copper companies In to  the p o l i t i c a l  and p u b lish in g  spheres. To f ig h t  
t h e ir  b a t t le s  over C la rk 's  Senate a s p ira tio n s  and over the lo c a tio n  
o f  the s ta te  c a p i t a l ,  the t ita n s  purchased newspapers and e d i to r ia l
w r i t e r s ,  they bought le g is la tu r e s ;  they even used f iv e  d o l la r  b i l l s
25fo r  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  on s tre e t  corners In  B u tte ,
The b a tt le s  taught the mining In te re s ts  th e  va lue  o f  p o l i t ic a l
power and press c o n tro l. In  1920 the Anaconda Copper Mining Company
26owned, among o th er papers, the P a lly  M Isso u lI an. In  Montana. The
masthead o f  the M IssoulIan  sa id  th a t  M a rtin  J . Hutchens owned and
e d ite d  the paper. I t  Is  p o ss ib le  th a t ,  a t  f i r s t ,  Hutchens thought he
did  own I t .  M rs, Hutchens re c a lle d  th a t  her husband was "staggered"
when he discovered th a t the Company held  the S e a tt le  bank notes th a t
27represented the money Invo lved In  the paper's  purchase. Hutchens 
and two colleagues from the Chicago Evening J o u rn a l, L es ter Jones and 
George R ice , purchased the paper In  1917 from Joseph M. D ixon. The
d e ta ils  o f  the s a le  remain obscure, p a r t ic u la r ly  the p a rt played by
the Anaconda Company; but the Hutchens e v e n tu a lly  learned th a t t h e ir  
newspaper was a t the f in a n c ia l mercy o f  the Company,
^C. B, G lasscock, The War o f  the Copper Kings ( In d ia n a p o lis ;  The 
Bobbs-M errI11 Company, 1935), ppl 111-113. For a d e ta ile d  a n a lys ts  o f  the  
p o l i t ic a l  power In Montana see a ls o : Joseph Kinsey Howard, Montana;
H igh , W ide, and Handsome (New Haven, Y a le  U n iv e rs ity  P ress, 1 9^ 3 ). K.
Ross Too le , Rontanal Sn~ Uncommon Land (Norman, U n iv e rs ity  o f O kla. Press, 
1959) .  Arnon G u t f e l d , B u t t e  Labor S tr ik e s  and Company R e ta lia t io n  
During World War I"  (unpublished M.A, th e s is . U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, I 967) ,  
To o le , "Anaconda H is to r y ,"
^^John M. S c h l l t z ,  "Montana's C aptive  P res s ,"  Montana O p in io n , I ,
No. 1 (June, 195&), pp. 1 -1 2 . See a ls o  R ichard T. R uetten , "Anaconda 
Journalism : The End o f  an E ra ,"  Journalism  Q u a r te r ly , X X X V II, No. I
(w in te r , I9 6 0 ) ,  pp. 3 -1 2 . Oswald G arrlson V111 a rd , ' 'Montana and 'th e  
Company'" The N a tio n , Ju ly  9 , 1930, pp. 3 9 -4 1 . Denver P o st, A p r il 6 ,  1952, 
T o o le , "Anaconda h is to r y ,"  chap. x x l .
^^ In  L e ila  Hutchens Memoir,
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I t  Is  doubtful th a t  Mrs. Hutchens communicated the d e ta i ls  o f  the 
ownership o f  the D a l ly  M IssoulIan to  the earnest young man from Chi­
cago. She cou ld , however, have warned him cand id ly  about the mood o f  
Montana In  1920 when she warned him " . . . t o  keep h is  mouth s h u t ,"  fo r  
I t  was tense and angry,
Montana had s u ffe re d  a v i r u le n t  case o f  the war fe v e r  th a t  In fe c ­
ted most o f  the country . The Intense p a t r io t is m  o f  the p e r io d , coupled 
w ith  a deep fe a r  o f  re v o lu t io n  aroused by the Russian Revolution in I 3 I 7 ,  
prompted In c re d ib le  acts  o f  In to le ra n c e  In the s t a t e .  The s ta te  le g is ­
la tu re  es ta b lis h e d  the Montana Council o f  Defense to  expose s lackers
28and s e d i t io n is t s . The Council In v e s tig a te d  c i t iz e n s  and o f f i c i a l s  
w ith  abandon In I t s  short e x is te n c e .  i t  even censured United States  
D i s t r i c t  A tto rney  Burton K, Wheeler In  1918 f o r  In s u f f ic ie n t  v ig o r  In 
the prosecution o f  war s la c k e r  cases. The war fe v e r  th a t  in sp ired  th is  
chauvinism had not e n t i r e ly  abated by 1920, indeed, an e q u a lly  h y s te r -
29Ic a l  fe a r  o f  Bolshevism replaced I t .
Drought and depression augmented the unrest In the s t a t e .  In 
June o f  1920 the Nonpartisan League nominated former D i s t r i c t  A ttorney  
Burton K. Wheeler f o r  governor. Wheeler recommended to  the League th a t  
I t  e n te r  the primary o f  one o f  the e s ta b lis h e d  p a r t ie s .  The Nonpartisan  
s la te  entered  the prim ary and captured every s ta te  o f f i c e  on the
^®Nancy Rice F r i t z ,  "The Montana Council o f  Defense," (unpublished  
M.A. th e s is .  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, 1966).
^^Toolc, Montana: An Uncommon Land, chap. x . See a lso  Robert K, 
M urray, Red Scare; A S t u ^  In  N atio n a l h y s t e r ia , 1919-1920 (M inneapolis:  
U n iv e rs ity  oiTMinnesota P ress , " 1 9 5 $ ) chap” TT David A. Shannon,
Between the Wars: Am erica, 1919-19^1, ed, by George E. Mowry (Boston:
Houghton HTf fïT ïT  Company, 19651 , chap. I ,
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Democratic t ic k e t .  W heeler's  motto In the campaign was, “ I f  e le c te d
I w i l l  not put the ACM out o f  business, but I w i l l  put I t  out o f
30p o l i t i c s . "  The Republican nominee was Joseph M. D ixon, form er 
owner o f  the D a lly  M Is s o u lIa n . Company newspapers supported Dixon 
and snarled  a t  W heeler. I t  was a very b i t t e r  campaign, and A rth u r  
F ish er a rr iv e d  In  Montana Just as I t  was s ta r t in g .  M rs. Hutchens 
w is e ly  cautioned him to  keep q u ie t fo r  a w h ile , but he was not made 
th a t  way.
3 Burton K. Wheeler to  a u th o r, June 6 , I 969 , See a lso  Burton K, 
W heeler, Yankee from the West (Garden C ity ,  N. Y . : Doubleday, 1 3 6 2 ),
p . 177. R ichard T l R u e tten , "Burton K, Wheeler 1305-1325; an independent 
L ib e ra l Under F ire "  (unpublished M.A. th e s is .  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oregon, 
1957) .  Jules A. K a r lin ,  "P rog ress ive  P o l i t ic s  In  M ontana," In  A H is to ry  
o f  Montana, V o l. I ,  ed . by M e r r i l l  G, Burlingame and K. Ross Toole (New 
V o rk , Lewis H is to r ic a l P u b lish in g  C o ., In c . ,  1 3 57 ), pp. 247 -280 .
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CHAPTER 11
A rth u r  F ish er leaped r ig h t  In to  community l i f e .  He attended most 
c i t y  council meetings, usu a lly  to  argue In  fa v o r  o f  a moderately non- 
c o n tro v e rs la l  skating  r in k .  But he a ls o  made frequent recommendations 
to  the c i t y  fa th ers  on o th er  to p ic s .  Almost every n ig h t  he v is i t e d  the  
Hutchens to “ re p o rt"  on h is  a c t i v i t i e s .  He was, sa id  Mrs. Hutchens, 
“ unquenchable," but "adaptable and l i k a b le . " *  He asked to  room w ith  
the Hutchens, but as they d id  not have room fo r  him they found a place  
fo r  him w ith  a U n iv e rs ity  fa c u l ty  fa m ily ,  the Morton J ,  E lrods. Despite  
his f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  the Hutchens fa m i ly ,  F ish er became In c re a s in g ly  
I r r i t a t e d  by the e d i t o r ia ls  o f  M a rt in  J . Hutchens. F is h e r 's  e a r ly  con­
cern w ith  the problems o f  farmers and laborers  led him to  support Burton 
K. Wheeler fo r  governor, the candidate despised by the M IssoulI an and 
by most newspapers In the s t a t e .  Hutchens portrayed Wheeler as a model 
o f  incarnate  Bolshevism.
F ish er th e re fo re  g ra v ita te d  toward the o th e r  newspaper In M issoula , 
the New Northwest. I t  was a f in a n c ia l  and e d i t o r i a l  r iv a l  o f  the D a l ly  
M Isso u lIan , and had been since Craighead published I t s  f i r s t  Issue In  
1915. The M IssoulIan c a l le d  the New Nor thwest “a l i t t l e  hybrid  Bolshe­
v i s t  s h e e t;"  the New Northwest c a l le d  the M IssoulIan  "a copper-colored  
s h e e t . T h e  enmity o f  the two papers antedated Hutchens' ownership o f
* In L e i la  Hutchens Memoir,
^ " E d i t o r ia l , "  D a lly  MIss o u lI  an , March 2 0 , 1920, p. 4 and " E d i t o r i a l , "  
New Northw est, M arcRTTY 1 9 ^ , p.
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th# M tsfto tillan , I t  began Wi#n Jo*#ph M. Dixon owned the H lis o e lta n  
#nd when Craighead was p re s id e n t o f  the U n iv e rs ity . The two q u a rre l­
ed about a U n iv e rs ity  cata logue p r in t in g  Job.^ C ra ighead 's  e s ta b lis h ­
ment o f  a r iv a l  newspaper cemented t h e i r  en m ity . The r iv a l r y  d id  not 
f la g  W%en Hutchens and the CoM»any purchased the pap er, fo r  Craighead  
and Hutchens a lso  developed a h e arty  hate  fo r  one a n o th e r, A rth u r  
F is h e r v igo ro us ly  supported the e d i t o r ia l  stands o f  £ • B. Craighead  
and complained o fte n  to  h r * .  Hutchens' about h er husband's e d i t o r ia ls .
He even urged h er to  Jo in  the s t a f f  o f  C ra ighead 's  paper, and was
4
probably o b liv io u s  to  the Im w n g rû fty  o f  h is  suggestion . Common 
sens Ic a l lapses were not wncwmon w ith  A rth u r F is h e r .
In  the m idst o f  the  b i t t e r  V h eater-D Ixo n  c a t^ a lg n , Craighead  
died  o f  apoplexy. Mis passing dra ined  the New Northwest o f  much o f  
I t s  v ib ra n c y , and C raighead 's  sons o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t  to  continue the  
paper,^  Moreover# the Democrat I c-*4onpart I sen s la te  lo s t  the e le c t io n  
by an enormous m argin , M a rtin  d , Hutchens crowed th a t h is  newspaper 
had been v in d ic a te d  by th e  e le c t io n ,  and th a t  the r iv a l  paper had 
lo s t  I t s  ra ison  d 'e t r e . The fu tu re  o f  the New Northwest seemed 
«toubtful •
S h o rtly  b e fo re  Thanksgiving In  1921, tlie  owners o f  the Hew N orth ­
west a d v e rtis e d  a meeting fo r  readers In te re s te d  In  a re o rg a n is a tio n  
o f  the pap er. A rth u r F is h e r  a ided  In  the re o rg a n is a tio n , a t  the  sug­
g es tio n  o f  Paul C. P h i l l ip s  o f  the H is to ry  Department# but he could
^H arris#  8 , C ra ig head 's  New Northwe s t , ' p . 6 .  
4
In  Lei la  Hutchens* Memolr.
^B arclay Craighead to  a u th o r, dune 16 , 1969.
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not a ttend  the meeting. He tra v e le d  to  B i l l in g s  f o r  another m eeting , 
the convention o f  the Montana S ta te  Teacher's  A sso c ia tio n . There he 
crossed swords w ith  the Company f o r  the f i r s t  t im e .
The teachers ' convention promised to  be a q u ie t  one. The execu­
t iv e  committee o f  the o rg a n iza tio n  planned f o r  S. R. Logan, su p erin ten ­
dent o f  schools a t  Hard in , Montana, to  succeed F. L. Cummings as pres­
ident o f the a s s o c ia t io n , F. L. Cummings o f  Lewtstown had been a fo rc e ­
fu l  p re s id e n t,  and had conducted a vigorous campaign to  acquaint com­
m unities w ith  the Inadequacy o f  funds f o r  education and about the  
In e q u it ie s  o f  the e x is t in g  property  tax  law, m ainly In mining ta x a t io n .  
Because th is  campaign could s t i r  up pressure f o r  tax  reform , the Company 
p lo tte d  to oust Cummings from the pres idency.^  i r o n ic a l l y ,  the e f f o r t  
was completely s e l f - d e f e a t in g .  P res ident Cummings had been planning  
to  res ig n .
Company rep resen ta tives  attended the convention and made a v a i la b le
7" p re t ty  women and honest w h isky ."  T h e ir  largesse was not ap p rec ia ted .  
I t  spurred several teach ers , Inc lud ing  A rth u r F is h e r ,  to  nominate 
Cummings fo r  the post he wished to res ig n . When the pres iden t asked 
fo r  nominations, F ish er won the f lo o r  and d e liv e re d  a "rousing" nomi­
nating speech fo r  the surprised  Cummings. S. R. Logan seconded the  
nom ination. Pres ident E. 0. Sisson o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  moved 
th a t  the nomination be unanimous, and the e n t i r e  assembly arose In a
^S, R, Logan, p r iv a te  In te rv ie w ,  C h arlo , Montana, May 2 0 , 1969.
7 |b ld .
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prolonged o va tio n  fo r  Cummings. The sudden e le c t io n  subverted  
Company e f fo r ts  a t  the convention .
A rth u r F ish er a t tra c te d  even more a t te n t io n  a t  the convention, 
fo r  he proposed to  the teachers th a t  they l is te n  to  rep re s e n ta tiv es  
o f the American Federation  o f  Labor. The assembly opposed t h is ,  but 
on F is h e r 's  In s is te n c e  P res iden t Sisson moved th a t  the convention g ive  
the f lo o r  to  the s ta te  p res id en t o f  the American Federation  o f  Labor 
fo r  f iv e  minutes "as a m atte r o f  c o u rte s y ,"  and a ls o  to  F ish er fo r  f iv e
9
m inutes. F ish er urged the teachers to  appoint a committee to  rep o rt  
to  the next annual meeting on the po ss ib le  re s u lts  o f  o rg a n iza tio n  
w ith  the American Fed eration  o f  Teachers. He d id  not fa v o r , he s a id , 
coerc ive  measures such as s t r ik e s ,  but he b e liev e d  th a t the "educational 
value" o f  co n tac t w ith  organized labo r would be very  g re a t ,  and th a t  
a f f i l i a t i o n  would help  p ro te c t the " ...In d e p e n d e n c e  and dem ocratic  
development o f  the e n t ir e  teach ing pro fession ."^®  The convention  
burled  F is h e r 's  recommendations In  com mittee. N eve rth e le s s , F is h e r 's  
suggestions In  regard to  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  organ ized  lab o r a t tra c te d  
more a t te n tio n  from disapproving newspaper e d ito rs  than any o th e r  
a c tio n  o f  the convention . One newspaper accused the Montana teachers  
and A rth u r F ish er o f I m p r o p e r , un-American and dangerous" f l i r t a t i o n  
w ith  the American Fed era tio n  o f  L ab o r.**
o
"Montana S ta te  Teachers' A sso c ia tio n : the B il l in g s  M eetin g ,"
In te r-M o u n ta In  Educator, XVI (December, 1 9 20 ), p. 148.
^F. L. Cummings to  B l11Ings G a z e tte , February 2 9 , 1921 , In F is h e r F i le ,
*®FTsher to  Committee on S e rv ic e , "Documents," p. 7» In F ish er F i le .
**"Teacher Body T a c t le s s ,"  (u n id e n t if ie d  newspaper c l ip p in g ) ,  Cum­
mings to  P res iden t E. 0 . S isson, February 2 8 , 1921). In F is h e r F i l e ,
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P res iden t F, L. Cummings defended the Montana S ta te  Teachers
A ssociation  aga in s t e d i t o r ia l  charges about I ts  a s so c ia tio n  w ith
organized la b o r:
The charge th a t  Montana teachers n e g o tia te d  w ith  the  
American Federation  o f  Labor Is  an abso lu te  fa lsehood.
Professor F ish er o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, alone  
and on h is  own r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  t r ie d  tw ice  to  bring  
about some union o f  the A ssociation  w ith  the American 
Federation  o f  Labor, but h is  p ro p o s itio n  was unanimously 
re je c te d  both t im e s .. .M r .  F ish er had been In Montana 
s carce ly  th re e  months and to  say th a t  h is  a c tio n  was 
re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  the teachers o f the s ta te  Is  no n earer  
the t ru th  than to  say th a t  some pro lab o r statem ent Is ­
sued by some lab o r p u b lic a tio n  represents the views o f  
the press o f Montana.
Because o f  h is  recommendations a t  the convention , A rth ur F ish er
returned to  M issoula a b e tte r-kn o w n , more c o n tro v e rs ia l f ig u re  than
when he l e f t .
F ish er returned to  M issoula In  tim e fo r  Thanksgiving d in n er w ith  
the fa m ily  o f  M a rtin  J . Hutchens. The Hutchens In v ite d  tw elve unmar­
r ie d  u n iv e rs ity  fa c u lty  members to  the d in n e r. The guests teased  
Fisher about h is  prominence a t  the B il l in g s  convention , but he was 
unperturbed. A fte r  the d in n er he c irc u la te d  among the guests speaking  
e a rn e s tly  to  each. The fo llo w in g  day an Ind ign ant guest retu rned  to  
t e l l  the Hutchens th a t F is h er had " . . .s p e n t  h is  tim e a f t e r  d in ner urging  
[th e ] guests to  buy stock In  the Craighead paper which was 'go ing  to  
put the M Issoulkan out o f  b u s i n e s s ! T h e  re o rg a n iza tio n  plans o f
^^Cummlngs to  B il l in g s  G a ze tte , February 28 , 1921. In F is h er F i le .
^^In L e ila  Hutchens Memoir. (John K. Hutchens appended to  the mem­
o i r :  "The Thanksgiving d in n e r, which I remember v iv id ly ,  was as my
mother rep o rts  I t ,  Her sense o f  outrage e q u a lled  my fa th e r 's .  A f te r  Mr, 
F ish er re tu rn ed  to  Chicago, she received  c h id in g  le t te r s  from mutual 
fr ie n d s  o f  hers and M r, F is h e r 's  about h is  Montana exp erien ce . She 
re p lie d  w ith  d e ta i ls  o f  h is  conduct a t  our home, which Mr. F ish er had 
re fra in e d  from m entioning to  t h e i r  Chicago f r ie n d s ." )
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the Hew Northwet t  Included « stock Issue to  fin an ce  purchase o f  the  
paper from the C ra ig h ead *. The p u b lic a tio n  would become e "community 
newspaper," managed by a board o f  d ire c to rs  e le c te d  by the s to ckh o ld ers , 
and by managing e d ito r  appointed by the d ir e c to rs . F is h e r ta c t le s s ly  
sought stock subscribers a t the home o f  the New N orthw est's  a r c h - r lv a l .  
His abuse o f  the Hutchens' h o s p ita l i ty  a p p a lled  the fa m ily . M rs. 
Hutchens la t e r  w ro te , "That man could accept another man's Thanksgiving  
d in n er In v i t a t io n ,  use h is  house and h o s p ita l i ty  as fo rag in g  ground 
fo r  h is  d es tru c tio n  w i l l  always be my best example o f  warped e t h ic s ." * *  
M artin  J . Hutchens never forgave A rth u r F is h e r.
As plans fo r  the re o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the New N o rthwest s o l id i f i e d ,  
Hutchens stepped up th e  MIssou l Ia n 's  a ttacks  on the s m a lle r paper.
The M IssoulIan  e d ito r  c o n s is te n tly  argued th a t  the paper was m erely  
an organ fo r  ra d ic a ls ,  and th a t f t  could not su s ta in  I t s e l f  f in a n c ia l ly .  
The b la s ts  became more personal and b i t t e r  a f t e r  F is h e r In cu rred  Hut­
chens* w rath a t  Thanksgiving, F is h e r 's  f i r s t  appearance In  the e d ito r ­
ia l  colutm o f  the MIssoul Ia n  was un favorab le  to  him and to  h is  fa th e r .
In  I t  Hutchens s a id .
There Is  nothing so u n in te re s tin g  o r  useless as propagandist 
newspapers between campaigns, e s p e c ia lly  I f  the newspaper 
has been t r ie d  and has f a i le d  to  win the confidence o f  the  
p u b lic  o r  to  p u ll  business fo r  a d v e r t is e rs .
The N on-P artisan  league Is  w ise In  conserving I t s  money 
fo r  the maintenance o f I t s  o rg a n iz a tio n , ra th e r  than burn­
ing I t  up In  the p u b lic a tio n  o f  d a l ly  newspapers headed fo r  
the ashean. R e lieved  o f  the Incubus o f  B utte  Bolshevism, 
the league may come back.
Th is  a t t i tu d e  o f  the league may be o f  In te re s t  to  ca llo w  
and embryonic u n iv e rs ity  pro fessors  who h a v e n 't been In  
M issoula long enough to  locAte H e ll Gate canyon. Probably  
th is  d e s ire  to  reform  e v e ry th in g  between tra in s  Is  the  
In h e rita n c e  o f  a p a te rn a l In s t in c t  fo r  reforms th a t  c a rry
* * lb ld .
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but w ith  th#  |> r#t«nt c o n d itio n  o f  th# n#w#p#p#r 
b u # ln # *# , ## %Nill as o f  o th e r  bum I no# #e# In  M I**o w l# , w# 
th in k  th a t  d a t f r#  should b« ra s tra ln a d , unless the  news­
paper In  question  may be fin anced  f r o *  the t r a c t io n  trough  
o f  Chicago w ith  which the F ishers  e re  no t u n fa m ttta r . We 
th in k , a ls o , th a t  th is  s u b je c t m ight be o f  In te re s t  to  
the u n iv e rs ity  a u th o r it ie s  who should not f in d  I t  d i f f i *  
c u l t  to  keep these tender fo o ted  goo-goo# employed along  
c e r ta in  d e f in i te  lin e s  and thus avo id  fu r th e r  In ju ry  to  
the u n iv e rs ity  from the m ix tu re  o f  the education  o f  our 
youth w ith  the stew o f  %>ntena p o l i t i c s , '^
The re fe ren ce  to  h is  fa th e r  In  th is  e d i t o r le l  In fu r ia te d  f is h e r .
He In s is te d  th a t  the rumor about the Hew Horth»m st*s f in a n c ia l support
from tha Chicago t ra c t io n  g r a f t  was a m alic io us  fa ls e h o o d ."  He s a id .
Through h is  newspaper work In  Chicago Hutchens was th o r ­
oughly fa m il ia r  w ith  the  fa c t  th a t  my fa th e r  has spent 
the b e t te r  p e r t  o f  h is  l i f e  rep re s en tin g  the p u b lic  
mn4 the  c i t y  as a g a in s t the  t r a c t io n  companies, and a t  
a f r a c t io n  o f  the rem uneration which would have r e s u lt ­
ed from  a r e ta in e r  by the com pan ies .., .b u t a p p are n tly  
Hutchens b e lie v e d  these fa c ts  would no t be known to  
w estern f^wttana, and th a t  by a tta c k in g  the new -eonerr 
to  M issoula he could c a p ita l iz e  lo c a l p r id e .
In any case, the MIssoulIa n  e d i t o r ia l  was Hutchens' f i r s t  h in t  
th a t he hoped to  r id  M issoula o f  A rth u r F is h e r . To the e x te n t th a t  h is  
concern w ith  F ish er was com m ercial. I t  rece ived  soma J u s t i f ic a t io n  the  
day fo llo w in g  the appearance o f the MIsso u l!a n  e d i t o r ia l  about F is h e r .  
The Hew Northwest published an e d i t o r ia l  e n t i t l e d ,  "A CommwiIty News­
paper.*' The b y lin e  rea d , "C o n trib u ted  to  the Mew Northwest by A. F . '^ ^
b a rc la y  C raighead, e d i to r  a t  th a t  t im e , r e c a lls  th a t the I n i t i a l s  were 
1Ôf is h e r 's .  The e d i t o r ia l  m an ifests  F is h e r 's  sense o f  m ission In  regard  
to  the estab iIshm en t o f  an Independent newspaper In  M issoula , I t  s a id .
*5 E d i t o r i a l , '  D a lly  M Is s o u lIa n , Decer6er 8 ,  l$ 2 0 , p . 4 .
*^ F Ish er to  Gommlttee on S e rv ic e , Documents," p . 13. In F is h e r FII<  
17Hew N orthw est, Oecetdaer 9 ,  1320, p . %.
18B arclay Craighead to  a u th o r, June lb .  1969.
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C le a r ly  no In s t i t u t io n  In  tha community performs a more 
v i t a l  o r  sacraci fu n c tio n  thw% th a t  o f  tha d a l ly  nawspapar.
I f  tha g re a t  end o f  l i f e  be tha  search fo r  t ru th  and ac tio n  
upon t ru th  whan found, tha s e rv ic e  o f  the newspaper should 
c o n s t i tu te  a t r u s t  as consecrated perhaps as th a t  o f  tha  
church.
U h lla  tha need f o r  v o lu n t a r i ly  supported cherchas, f re e  
o f  the con tro l o f  s p ec ia l In te re s ts  and subordinated to  
business o r  o th er  u l t e r i o r  m otives . Is  now a t  le a s t  recog-  
n lz e d , tha sources o f  d a l ly  In fo rm ation  touching every  
aspect o f  tha l iv e s  o f  nwm and wotoen whereby they are  guided  
In t h a i r  most l»tportant personal [d ec is io n s ] and community 
newspapers are  l e f t  exposed to  tha most c o rru p tin g  contami­
n a tio n s .
[How ii i^ o r ta n t]  th a t  tha press should be recognized as 
a community a f f a i r ,  confided In  some fashion s im i la r  to  the 
church o r  the school to  the hands o f  those whose leadersh ip  
may be both t ru s te d  and respected.
These t ru th s  are  today recognized and acted upon to  the 
f u l l e s t  e x te n t  by the la rg e s t  business o rg a n iza tio n s  In the 
country . Nowhere Is  th is  more tru e  than In Montana. Large 
aggregations o f  c a p i ta l  whose tru e  concern has no r e la t io n ­
ship %d>atsoever w ith  tha running o f  a newspaper neverthe less  
deem I t  d e s ira b le  to  m ain ta in  newspapers, even I f  they must 
be subsidized a t  a lo s s . In o rd er thus to  In f lu e n c e  the  
minds o f  the men and women who depend upon them f o r  t h e i r  
In fo rm atio n . As a r e s u l t  o f  Increasing c e n t r a l iz a t io n  o f  
business pcwer In  the news g a th erin g  and d is t r ib u t in g  f ie ld s  
as elsewhere th is  tendency f o r  the  d a l ly  press to become 
a subordinate ad junct o f  la rg e  sca le  business must continue  
t m t l l  such day as the commun I t y  I t s e l f  c o n tro l Is  I t s  c&m 
eyes and I t s  own ears and I t s  own v o ic e .
has not such a day a r r iv e d  In  Missoula and. Indeed, fo r  
the whole o f  western Montana?
ITie answer to  th is  question depends w holly  upon you.
In d iv id u a l C it iz e n  o f  Montana. (4o community newspaper can 
be published u n t i l  you y o u rs e lf  decide th a t  your d a l ly  press 
s h a ll  be su b jec t to  no c o n tro l but your own, u n t i l  you as an 
In d iv id u a l c o n tr ib u te  your e f f o r t  to  the p la c in g  o f  your own 
newspaper, f inanced p a r t ly  by your small c o n tr ib u t io n ,  In to  
the hands o f  your chosen re p re s e n ta t iv e #  who w i l l  c a rry  out  
your Id ea ls  o f  a . f r e e  press and be sub jec t to  no o th e r  con­
t r o l  whatsoever.
E d ito r  W i l l  C ar^be lI o f  the Helena Independent composed the response 
o f  the copper press to  F is h e r 's  e d i t o r i a l  and to  h is  e f f o r t s  fo r  the hew 
Northwest, a t  the belMsst o f  a M issoula correspondent. E n t i t le d  "Thns to
*^ A [r th u r]  F C ls h e r] ,  “A Ccmwnunlty Newspaper," New Northwest, Decem­
ber 9 ,  1920, p . 4 .
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C)*#m ^lou8«," the « d t to r te l  charged th a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana h a r­
bored s o c ia l is t  p ro fes s o rs , a c o n d itio n  th a t  Wontenams would not ab ide  
once concerned newspaper e d ito rs  c a lle d  a t te n t io n  to  l t «  The expose 
s a id ,
. . .  in  a sp e c ia l d ispatch  to  the  Independe n t f ro #  M issoula  
Saturday m orning, I t  Is  learned that^ t w  o f  the p ro fes s o rs , 
drawing s a la r ie s  f ro #  the s ta te  o f  Montana, a re  engaged In  
o rg a n iz in g  a s o c ia l is t ic  newspaper, o r  ra th e r  In  reo rg a n iz in g  
the paper s ta r te d  by the la te  K, S. C raighead. To get con­
t r o l  o f  th is  newspaper and use f t  f o r  spreading t h e ir  s o c ia l­
i s t i c  propaganda, these employees o f  the s ta te  have formed 
a p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  the  ra d ic a l la b o r elem ent o f  M issoula  
and a re  s o l ic i t in g  stock s u b s c rip tio n s  a t  $10 per share In  
t h e i r  newspaper e n te rp r is e , among th e  students  o f  t>wi u n iv ­
e r s i t y  and the I.W .V , In  the r a i lr o a d  shops and lumber camps.
F u rth e r , i t  Is  learned th a t P ro fessor A rth u r F is h e r , o f  
the u n iv e rs ity  law scho o l,  a f t e r  being In  the s ta te  but a  
few weeks, advised h is  I w  c lass  to  support B. K. W heeler,
. . . t h e  Gunn-Townley cand idate  fo r  governor, and P ro fessor  
H. J . Lynocss, t s tc j  p ro fesso r o f  m athem atics* devoted a good 
b i t  o f  h is  tim e to  the o rg a n iz in g  o f  a ' ’Wheeler fo r  Governor *
Club.
. . . Montana had a c lo se  escape In  November. We ought to  
be th an k fu l fo r  I t ,  and a p p re c ia tin g  the fa c t  th a t we d id  
escape, l e t s  c lean  house and begin w ith  the u n iv e rs ity  pro ­
fessors who a re  devoting th e ir  en erg ies  to  promoting ra d ic a l  
ncmispapers and spreading the poison o f  red card s o c ia l Ism,
W ithout any r e f le c t io n  on the Id e n t i ty  o f  tJio M issoula correspon­
dent fo r  t>»e Helena Independ e n t, the  H is s o u lta n  re p r in te d  the "Time 
to  Clean House'" e d i t o r ia l .  A rth u r F is h e r  Ignored the a t ta c k . Pro­
fesso r Lennes, however, w rote to  the H Is sou lIa n  th a t  he was not even 
a member o f  the  W heeler fo r  Governor c lu b , and th a t  he had not so ld  
stock o r  a s s is te d  In  the re o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the New Northw est. He had 
purchased a stock s u b s c rip tio n  In  the paper and th a t was a l l .  P rofessor  
Lennes b e lie v e d , ha s a id , th a t the e d i t o r ia l  ra is e d  an Im portant question  
about the r ig h ts  o f  a p ro fesso r a c tin g  as a p r iv a te  c i t iz e n .  Should a
20.,Time to  Clean M ou se,' Helena Independent, Wecember 13, 1320, p . 4,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
-2 3 -
profesftor " . . . b #  a llow ed f re e  expression o f  o p in io n  on p o l i t ic a l  m atters
and fre e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  p o l i t ic a l  a f f a i r s  I f  such p a r t ic ip a t io n  [d id ]
21not In te r fe r e  w ith  h is  work In  the u n ivers ity? ** he asked. P rofessor  
Lennes concluded from the e d i t o r ia l  th a t  the Independent would deny 
him those r ig h ts .
The Helena Independent q u ic k ly  and r ig h te o u s ly  re p lie d  to  Lennes* 
l e t t e r ;
. . .P ro fe s s o r  Lyness [s Ic ]  has the same r ig h t  to  buy stock  
In  a ra d ic a l newspaper which the mother o f  a fa m ily  o f  
four growing g i r ls  would have to  In v ite  no torio us  l ib e r ­
tin e s  and lu s t fu l  degenerates to  her home and In troduce them 
to  her d a u g h te rs .. . .
. . . P rofessor Lyness has the same r ig h ts  In  the m atte r  
o f  the company he keeps as a fe d e ra l Judge would have to  
consort w ith  a bunch o f  am bulance-chasing, whiskey rin g  
law yers , and no one Is  going to  deny the In d iv id u a l and 
personal r ig h ts  o f  any o f these people to  do Just as they  
please w ith  t h e i r  minds, t h e ir  bodies, t h e i r  stomachs o r  
th e ir  p reparatio ns  fo r  the fu tu r e . I t  Is sim ply a m atte r  
o f whether o r  not the people o f  Montana w i l l  to le ra te  men 
and women w ith  p e rve rte d  ta s te s  to  ho ld  p o s itio n s  where 
they can pass along t h e ir  Ideas to  the boys and g i r l s  o f  
th is  s t a t e . . . .
P rofessor Lyness has the wrong mental a t t i tu d e  toward 
l i f e  g e n e ra lly , toward the government and organized s o c ie ty  
In general o r  he would not buy stock In  a newspaper which 
Supported the Dunn crowd, advocates o f  the Soviet govern­
ment and supported a c o n v ic t fo r  the p res id en t o f the U nited  
S ta te s .
. . . P rofessor Lyness has ' r i g h t s '  as an In d iv id u a l whl<di 
no one w i l l  deny, but the fa th e rs  and mothers o f  Montana 
a lso  have the r i g h t  to  remove poison spreaders from the  
company o f  t h e i r  c h ild re n  the same as they would defend 
them from the e v i l  In flu en ces  o f  the Fagans who lu re  boys 
and g i r l s  In to  th ie v e ry  and p r o s t i tu t io n .
The Independent soon In te n s if ie d  I t s  a ttac ks  on A rth ur F is h e r.  
Three days a f t e r  the appearance o f I t s  f i r s t  e d i t o r ia l  on professors  
F ish er and Lennes, I t  f i r e d  a second v o lle y  a t  F is h e r. E n t it le d
^^“L e tte rs  to  the M Isso u llan  Fam ily ,'* D a ily  M is fto u llan , December 
2 1 , 1920. p. k ,
22
"W ro n g -m ln d e d n e s s H e le n a  I^dependent ( re p r in te d  In  the D a l ly  
M Is s o u l la n ) ,  December 27 , l52£T7~p. "IT,
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' Soaked In S o c ia lism ,"  the e d i t o r i a l  berated  the u n iv e rs ity  fo r
s h e lte r in g  s o c ia l is t  professors l ik e  A rth ur F is h e r .  I t  recorded the
outrage o f  o th e r  c i t iz e n s  In  regard to  F is h e r:
•V/e1l, I 'v e  heard o f  some o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana 
professors speak, and I gasped as I heard them d e l iv e r  
s o c ia l i s t i c  lec tu res  and sentiments which w i l l  not help  
b u ild  up the s ta te  o f  Montana,' sa id  a Helena m in is te r ,  
when asked what he thought o f  P ro f ,  A rth u r  F isher o f  the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana law school becoming the promoter 
o f  the New Northw est, a N onpartisan , s o c i a l i s t i c  paper, 
which süj^ort'èdT tTie"'defeated Dunn crowd In  the recent  
e le c t io n .
. . .T h e  question now before  the senate Is  whether o r  not 
we s h a ll  c lean the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana a t  Missoula o f  
the s o c i a l i s t i c  members o f  the f a c u l t y ,  who, w h ile  draw­
ing s ta te  money, devote t h e i r  energies to  s o c i a l i s t i c  
campaign clubs and the s e l l in g  o f  stock In a s o c i a l i s t i c  
newspaper determined to  te a r  down the u n iv e rs i ty  and pro  
mote c lass  consciousness?.. .Given a l i t t l e  more rope and 
the professors vdto are  behind the scheme to  continue the 
p u b lic a t io n  o f  a ra d ic a l newspaper In M issoula , w%lI de­
mand th a t  only those In harmony w ith  the p a r lo r  bolsheviks  
be employed on the fa c u l ty  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ontana...
L e t 's  c lean house NOW, and not prolong the sett lem en t  
o f  the q u estio n . The professors who are devoting energies  
to the o rg a n iza t io n  o f  ra d ic a l  newspapers would leave  
before  I t  Is  too l a t e .  ^
The N^w Northwest soon countered the H Is s o u lIa n and I ndependent
broadsides w ith  one o f  I t s  own:
An In s t i t u t io n  where fa c u l ty  merrÆ»ers are  not e n t i t l e d  
to  the same r ig h ts  and p r iv i le g e s  as o th e r  c i t iz e n s  cannot 
by any s tre tc h  o f  the Im agination be c a l le d  a u n iv e r s i ty .
An when e d ito rs  o f  such papers as the Helena independent 
or the M Issoullan  are p e rm itte d , w ithout îbrtnaT ^rotest^Tirom  
the people o f  tFie s t a t e ,  to  l i e  about and attem pt to  brow­
beat prominent members o f  the f a c u l t y .  I t  Is  d is g ra c e fu l and 
h u m il ia t in g ,  but I t  1$ neverthe less  t r u e ,  th a t  we have not 
yet developed In Montana a rea l u n iv e r s i ty .
Pressure mounted on u n iv e rs i ty  o f f i c i a l s  e i t h e r  to  dismiss F ish er fo r
h is  a l le g e d  misdeeds o r  to  defend him ag a in s t s la n d e r. But the
^^"Soaked In S o c ia l is m ,"  Helena Independent, December 2 3 , 1920, p . 4.
E d i t o r i a l , "  Northw est, December 23 , 1320, p. 2.
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admînfs t r a t lo n  remained s i l e n t  about F ish er u n t i l  a f t e r  the s t a r t  o f  
the new y e a r .
Before the year 1920 ended, the D a l ly  MIssouI I  an revealed another 
cause fo r  I t s  campaign aga inst the New Nor thw est. Commercial r iv a l r y  
between the two papers had always augmented the p o l i t i c a l  and personal 
d if fe re n c e s  o f  the p u b lis h e rs , and th is  fa c t  m anifested I t s e l f  again  
in the midst o f the f ig h t  aga inst F is h e r .  In mid-December, 1920, the 
County Commissioners accepted the county p r in t in g  b id  o f  the New North­
west In preference to  the b id  o f  the MIss o u IIa n , based on 1920 e a rn in g s ,
the loss o f  county p r in t in g  d iv e r te d  a t  le a s t  s ix te e n  thousand d o lla rs
25from the gross Income o f  the MIssouI Ia n .  ̂ County p r in t in g  was n o t ,  
perhaps, a c ru c ia l  account f o r  the M Is s o u IIa n , but I t s  loss could not 
pass unnoticed.
Aware o f  the commercial, I f  not the person a l. Impetus fo r  the 
a tta c k  on F is h e r ,  P resident E. 0 . Sisson was outraged by the Independent 
e d i t o r i a ls .  The press pressured him to  take ac tio n  In the F ish er case 
and. Indeed, th a t  was e x a c t ly  what he wanted to  do. He wanted to  a c t ,  
not against F is h e r ,  but aga in s t the newspapers. Chancellor E l l i o t t ,  
however, advised Sisson against ta k in g  any a c t io n .  The C h ance llo r 's  
reasons fo r  Ignoring the case I n i t i a l l y  are u n c le a r . C e r ta in ly ,  the  
n o to r ie ty  o f  the newspaper charges did not escape him. In f a c t ,  h is  
o f f i c e  f i l e d  most o f  the e d i t o r ia ls  regarding F isher In a fa c u l ty  
In v e s t lg g t& o n f f l ie .  As I f  fo r  emphasis, he even underlined some pas­
sages In the e d i t o r i a l s .  But he did n o th ing .
25M lssoula, Montana County Commissioners, Commissioners J o u rn a l, 
Volume K, J a n . ,  1918 to  A p r i l ,  1922, pp. 27b -422T
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
- 2 6 “
Meanwhile, the a tta c k s  on F isher d id  not abate . The L iv i ngston 
Enterprise^, a Company newspaper, re p r in te d  the Independent's "Soaked 
In Socia lism " e d i t o r i a l ,  and accompanied I t  w ith  a demand f o r  an Inves­
t ig a t io n  o f  the S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  by the le g is la t u r e ,  mainly to  ' In v e s ­
t ig a te  the a c t i v i t y  o f  ra d ic a l teachers a t  the S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ."
The e d i t o r ia l  exp la ined  I t s  In v e s t ig a t io n  demand :
. . .T a k e  the In d iv id u a ls  aga in s t whom th is  a t ta c k  was d i r e c t ­
ed by the Helena Independent. One Is a newcomer to  the 
s ta te  who dId ev e ry th ln g  In™hIs power a t  the B i l l in g s  con­
vention  o f  teachers to  fo rce  the teachers to  come under the  
wing o f  PresBflent Ely o f  the Montana S ta te  Federation o f  
Labor. H r . E ly Is  h e a rt  and soul w ith  the rad ic a l wing o f  
la b o r.
This professor Is  a s o c ia l is t  and Is a ttem pting  to  teach 
so c ia lism  as he In  his  m issionary zea l sees I t .  Furthermore  
I t  Is  reported he has proposed to  h is  students th a t  they 
atten d  Sunday classes so he can c a rry  on h is  propaganda week 
days. Is th a t  serv ing  the s ta te  as a teacher?
The I n c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  the Independent' s e d i t o r i a l s ,  and t h e i r  popu­
l a r i t y  w ith  o th e r  p ap e r* ,  f i n a l l y  spurred Pres ident Sisson to  deny the  
charges. F ish er s t i l l  Ignored the e d i t o r i a l s  and urged his f r ie n d s  not 
to  d ig n i fy  the a ttacks  by answering them. He a ls o  p re v a ile d  upon h is  
associates a t  the New Northwest to  avoid the su b jec t In p r i n t ,  fo r  he
desired to  keep the jo u rn a lis m  o f  the c i t y  f re e  from personal b lc k e r -  
27Ings, For a month the M lssoulI an received on ly  two re fu ta t io n s  fo r  
the cliarges. One came from Professor Lennes, whom the Independent 
promptly accused o f  having perverted  ta s te s .  The second came from the  
Law Schcoi a s s o c ia t io n ,  which sent a l e t t e r  to  the e d i to r  o f the M Iss-  
o u lia n  f l a t l y  denying th a t  Professor F isher had urged them In any way
" In v e s t ig a te  the Schools," L iv in g ston E n te rp r is e ,  U n iv e rs ity  
In v e s t ig a t io n  F i l e  (undated c l lp p ln g T ,  In UàTvérsfty  o f  Montana A rch ives ,  
F is h e r  F i l e ,  h e re a f te r  c i te d  as Montana A rchives.
27F ish er  to  Committee on S e rv ic e , "Documents," p . 15. In F isher F i le ,
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to  vota  a c e r ta in  t ic k e t .
P res ident Slsaon concluded th a t  the Law School Association l e t t e r  
should be supplemented by o f f i c i a l  outrage a t  the accusations. He had 
re f r a in e d ,  w ith  d i f f i c u l t y ,  from responding to the Independent because 
the C hancellor advocated a p o l ic y  o f  s i le n c e  on the p a r t  o f  the U n iver­
s i t y ,  and because he had assured Sisson th a t  he had the names o f  the  
c i t iz e n s  quoted by the i ndependent e d i t o r i a l .  P res iden t Sisson asked 
fo r  the names so th a t  he could rep ly  p e rs o n a lly  to  t h e i r  charges, and 
he to ld  the Chancellor th a t  he be lie v e d  I t  was unwise to respond m ild ly  
to  charges w h l ^  could ru in  a man's c a re e r .  Eve^*y s p e c i f ic  charge had 
been “n a i le d  as f a ls e , "  he s a id ,  and the motives fo r  the charges had 
been shown to  be commercial and person a l. In n e i th e r  case, * he w ro te ,  
“has the U n iv e rs ity  been In  any way a t  f a u l t . "  He stressed h is  doubt 
about the wisdom o f  a "permanent and continuous p o l ic y  o f  s i le n c e  on the  
p a rt  o f  the U n iv e rs i ty  in  such cases,
Three days a f t e r  Sisson w rote  to  the C h ance llo r, Hutchens again  
opened f i r e  on F is h e r .  The e d i t o r i a l  panned a b i l l  before  the Senate 
known as the Paul B i l l  which would re q u ire  teachers to  take lo y a l ty  
o aths , but I t  a lso  sa id  th a t  the b i l l  r e f le c te d  widespread sentiment 
In  the s ta te  regarding the teaching o f  so c ia lism  In the schools. I t  
s a id ,
. . .T h e  basis f o r  P a u l 's  b i l l  a c tu a l ly  Is  th a t  a t  Bozeman and 
Missoula there  Is  a group o f  ra d ic a l professors In open and 
announced sympathy w ith  the Non-Partisan league and o th er  
soc i a i i s t i c  organ Iza11ons. . .
9 R"Resolution on E d i to r ia l  Adopted by Law S tudents ,"  D a lly  H tss -  
o u H a n ,  Dec. 2 4 , 1320, p . 4 .
^^Sisson to  E l l i o t t ,  Jan. I I ,  1321. In Montana Archives.
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The question then Is how f a r  Is I t  w i th in  the province o f  
lawmakers o r  any o th er  body o f  c i t i z e n s  to  q u e s t i o n . t h e  
r ig h t  o f  a u n iv e rs i ty  p ro fessor to  hold these views or to  
determine to what degree he may a s s e rt  them*
Holding the b e l ie fs  Is  not cause fo r  d is m is s a l.  Advocat­
ing them to  In fluen ce  minds o f  students Is ,  That Is  the 
Issue.
...Among the newcomers to  the fa c u l ty  o f  the law school 
th is  ye a r  Is a Professor A rthur F is h e r ,  a re s t le s s  young man 
from the eas t who regards I t  as h is  mission to  reform ev e ry ­
th ing  and everybody In  Montana. Employed to  teach c e r ta in  
branches o f  the law, but most a c t iv e  In e x p lo i t in g  r a d ic a l ­
is m . . .F is h e r  cannot r e s is t  an Im pelling  d e s ire  to  p ro s e ly te .
L a te ly  he has been t ra v e l in g  about the town from o f f ic e  to  
o f f i c e ,  s o l i c i t i n g  stock sub scrip tio ns  In  a scheme to take  
over a dying ra d ic a l d a l ly  newspaper In  Missoula and reorgan­
ize  I t  to  be operated by a board o f  which he Is  to  be a mem­
ber. While h is  value as an In s t ru c to r  o f  law Is  q u e s tio n ab le ,  
he proposes to  extend the growth o r  rad ic a lis m  In Missoula  
through the a id  o f  a propagandist newspaper th a t  has f a i le d  
to  e s ta b l is h  i t s e l f  a f t e r  almost a ye a r  o f  e f f o r t .
We submit th a t  the people o f  Montana have a c le a r  r ig h t  
to  In s is t  th a t  students should be kept f re e  from a l l  i n f l u ­
ences o f  th a t  c h a ra c te r .  Professor F isher has no more f ig h t  
to  engage In  th is  work w h ile  he Is  connected w ith  the u n iv e r ­
s i t y  than he would have to  promote a newspaper f o r  the teach­
ing o f  a pagan r e l ig io n *  He should be dismissed from the  
fa c u l ty  w ith o u t the s l ig h te s t  h e s i ta t io n  and i f  In v e s t ig a t io n  
uncovers others  l i k e  him, they should go t o o . ’ ®
The day a f t e r  th is  e d i t o r i a l  appeared, Sisson dispatched another angry 
l e t t e r  to  the C h ance llo r. He s ta te d  th a t  h is  fe e l in g  o f  the Im p o s s ib i l i ty  
o f  adhering to  a p o l ic y  o f  s i le n c e  . . . ‘’on the campaign o f  abuse and s lander
being fo s te re d  by the Independent and the H Is s o u lIa n . . . '  had become a
c o n v ic tio n . He sa id  th a t  h is  r e la t io n  to  the u n iv e rs i ty  and to  the s t a f f  
"made I t  Im perative" f o r  him to  answer the charges. A lso , ha f e l t  c e r ­
ta in  th a t  continued s ile n c e  " . . .m a y  a t  any moment be proclaimed admission 
o f  g u l l â . "  He composed a l e t t e r  to  the M Issoullan and d e liv e re d  I t  In  
person, accompanied by th re e  prominent M issoula lawyers and by three  
U n iv e rs ity  fa c u l ty  men*>ers, Inc lu d in g  Dean C. W. Lecphart o f  the Law 
School. Sisson exp la ined  to  the C hance llo r th a t  he arranged the group
^®"The Paul B i l l , "  D a l ly  M Is s o u lla n , Jan. 14, 1921
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w ith  Hutch«nti hetcaus* h# thm ight i t  would f#u$# Hutchons to
got # to n to  o f  th# v l t o l  Inportonco o f  th« m #tt# r ' to  th« com w olty
«nd to  th# y n lv o rs t ty .  *$# # # ld ,
Th# burdofl o f  our «##*ag# to  HuteH#ns wat th a t  th# M iss*  
o u ia homo paper warn «xpacted to  avoid a id in g  and a b e ttin g  
a tta c k #  on the home In s t i t u t io n ,
•••A n y  way I t  Is  not w orth w h ite  to  go on as a t  p re s e n t, 
ta k in g  b u ffe ts  and pursing our l ip s .  So f a r  as the h is s -  
oui Iim  Is  concerned we have p le n ty  o f  hand gfenades TeFt j 
iT T a c t which we g e n tly  In tim a te d  In  the course o f  the v i s i t . . * .
As to  the Independ e n t. I t  w i l l  he rem srkable I f  f is h e r  
does not f i l e  s u lt '? o r  s la n d e r; the  e d ito r  m ight escape by 
p lead ing  complete Ignorance o f  the  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  the 
charge he made so b l i t h e ly .  I f  tru e  I t  would o f  course c u t  
o f f  a  law p ro fesso r*#  c a re e r fo r  a l l  t lm e ,^ * ^
Along w ith  th is  communication to  the C h a n c e llo r , P res iden t Sisson
enclosed a copy o f  the l e t t e r  th a t  he had d e liv e re d  to  Hutchens, and which
subsequently appeared In  the M Is s o u lla n . In  th e  l e t t e r  he dec lared  th a t
' . . . t h e  good name o f  the S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  has been taken w ith  Im punity
long enough." Sisson charged th a t n e ith e r  the M Isso u llan  nor the
Independent had even attem pted to  v e r i f y  t h e ir  a tta c k s  on fa c u lty  memH&ers.
m  I-UFI* I r. -im— «##.«#
He emphasised again  the seriousness o f  the charge a g a in s t F is h e r th a t  
he had counseled h is  c lasses on p o l i t i c a l  m a tte rs . Sisson agreed th a t  
I f  tru e  th is  a c tio n  would be ' . . .an ab so lu te  breach o f  u n iv e rs ity  e th ic s ' 
and would re q u ire  d is c ip l in e .  B u t, the Law School A ssocia tion  had passed 
a ré s o lu t I w  o f  ab so lu te  d e n ia l o f  the charges. The p re s id e n t a ls o  de­
fended the v e ry  presence o f  con troversy  In  the u n iv e rs ity ,  fo r  w ith o u t  
I t  " . . . t h e r e  m ight be a susp ic ion  th a t Ith e  U n iv e rs ity ]  was not much o f  
a v i t a l  fo rce  fo r  e i th e r  education  o r  the comaom w e lfa r e ,"  Sisson d e c la r ­
ed th a t  the U n iv e rs ity  was no t and never had been s o c ia l is t ic ,  and then 
ccmcluded w ith  th is  statem ent o f  the r ig h ts  o f  a fa c u lty  e#M>er as a 
c i t iz e n ;
^ ^ L e tte r  from Sisson to  E l l i o t t .  Jan. 15 , 1920, In  Montana A rch ives .
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Every member o f  the s t a f f  w i l t  be h e ld  to  h is  duty to  
the U n iv e rs ity , end to  h is  duty es a le w -a b ld in g , lo ya l 
c i t iz e n ;  but every member o f  th e  s t a f f  Is  a ls o  a person 
and a fre e  c i t i z e n ,  and may not be gagged, m uzzled, o r  
In tim id a te d ; the sons and daughters o f  Montana cannot be 
taught t r u ly  by u n d e rlin g s ; I f  the c h ild re n  o f  the U n iver­
s i t y  a re  to  be f re e  them selves, they must le a rn  a t  the  
fe e t  o f  men and women who a re  a ls o  f r e e .  What a p i t i f u l  
sp ec tac le  would be a fa c u lty  a t  the S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  t im id ­
ly  l is te n in g  fo r  the mandates o f  the d a l ly  press as to  what 
they might o r  m ight n e t say o r  teach o r  do, and l iv in g  In  
fe a r  te s t  soma I r a t e  e d ito r  m ight demand t h e i r  e je c t io n  
fo r  d i f f e r in g  w ith  h is  op in io ns  o r  h in d erin g  h is  personal 
am b itio n s .^
P residen t Sisson ordered two hundred copies o f  h is  l e t t e r  to  the M Iss­
o u lla n  and sent them to  C hancellor E l l i o t t  fo r  d is t r ib u t io n  to  members 
o f  the le g is la tu r e .  Sisson feared  th a t  the controversy had a t tra c te d  
le g is la t iv e  a t te n t io n ,  but th a t  the le g is la to r s  had heard no re b u tta l 
to  the charges.
A re p ly  from the M Isso u llan  accompanied the p u b lic a tio n  o f  S isson 's
l e t t e r  to  th e  e d i to r .  E d ito r  Hutchens p ro tes ted  th a t  he d id  not know
why SIsswi d id  not send h is  l e t t e r  to  the G reat F a lls  Leader, the  
L iv ingston  E n te rp r is e , and to  the Helena Independent, fo r  they had sa id  
the same th ing s  he had. M oreover, he In s is te d , by the "encouragement o f  
s o c ia lis m ,* ' he meant the " ...p ro m o tio n  o f  s o c ia l is t ic  newspapers by 
u n iv e rs ity  In s tru c to rs ."  Hutchens questioned the a u th o r ity , d is c ip l in e  
and In te ll ig e n c e  o f  the u n iv e rs ity  o f f i c i a l s  fo r  argu ing  th a t  an In s tru c to r
need not be removed fo r  such a c t iv i t y . * ^
A rth u r F ish er a ls o  re f le c te d  on the Sisson l e t t e r  to  Hutchens, but 
not p u b lic ly .  He w rote In  a l e t t e r  to  h is  fa th e r .
^^"An Open L e t t e r ,"  D a lly  M Is s o u IIa n , Jan. 17, 1921, p . 4 .  
3 3 " E d lto r la l ,"  D a lly  M Is s o u IIa n , Jan. 17, 1921, p . 4 .
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"As to  the newspaper game, Hutchens went too f a r  the  
o th e r day and c a lle d  fo r th  re p lie s  from Sisson and o t h e r s . , . .
The whole p o in t o f  the m atte r Is  th a t Hutch Is  try in g  to  
destroy any com petition  to  h is  p a p e r - -o r , r a th e r , the  
paper he manages fo r  the Anaconda Copper Co. In support­
ing the New Northwest one should understand I t  has to  buck 
the most powerful co m p e tIt1on In  the s ta te — and must re ly  
on the lo y a lty  o f  the l ib e r a l  working class and farm ing  
popu lation  as I t s  c h ie f  a s s e t. The community newspaper 
Idea w i l l  be hard to  c a rry  out In the f u l le s t  sense because 
there  Is  no doubt but th a t  the business elem ents o f town 
would l ik e  to  get r id  o f  the New Northwest which supported  
the N on-Partisan League— and wou 13T"Ee~content w ith  an 
Anaconda Copper newspaper monopoly. At le a s t they would 
p re fe r  th a t to .a n  aggressive paper which " s t ir re d -u p  the  
lab o r group."34
F ish er a ls o  reported  to  h is  fa th e r  th a t  he had met Governor Joseph 
M. Dixon In Helena a t  a m eeting . He sa id  th a t the Governor advised him  
to  " . . .k e e p  away from the New N orthw est,"  and th a t I t  could on ly  lose  
money, but he was f r ie n d ly  to  the Idea o f  an Independent newspaper. 
F ish er sa id  he b e lie ve d  the Governor In  regard to  losses , " . . . e i t h e r  
the M IssouIIan  o r the New Northwest w l11 have to  go to  the w a l l ,  Hut­
chens has fra n k ly  sa id  I t  Is  a m atte r o f  l i f e  o r  death w ith  him— and 
th a t J u s t i f ie s  h is  m ethods.. . . " 3 5
Three days a f t e r  the exchange between Sisson and Hutchens, the  
Senate voted on the Paul B i l l .  I f  Sisson Intended fo r  h is  l e t t e r  to  
s a t is fy  the le g is la tu r e .  I t  ap p are n tly  f a i le d .  The Paul B i l l ,  which 
Hutchens m aintained was a response to  F is h e r 's  s o c ia l is t ic  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
p a s s e d . 3& Governor Dixon vetoed the b i l l ,  however, and Hutchens ap­
proved h is  a c tio n  on the ground th a t  teachers should not be s in g led  
out fo r  oaths o f  a lle g ia n c e  to  the s ta te .  But In  h is  la s t  e d i t o r ia l
3^A rthur F ish er to  W a lte r L. F is h e r , J a n .2 3 , 1921. In F ish er  
correspondence.
35|bld.
^ ^ " E d lto r la l ,"  D a lly  M Is s o u IIa n , Jan. 14, 1921 and Feb. 6 ,  1921, p . 4 .
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1 1 rade aga inst F isher fo r  severa l months, he urged the u n iv e rs i ty  to  
remove " . . . a l l  fu r th e r  excuse fo r  a r e p e t i t io n  o f  such proposed le g is ­
l a t i o n . "^7
The New Northwest reported the controversy w ith  a s u rp r is in g  a i r  
o f  detachment. I t  summarized Pres ident S isson's l e t t e r  to  the M IssouI*  
tan and then concluded. In a m agnificent understatem ent, th a t  ’’ . . . t h e  
local newspaper s i tu a t io n  Is sa id  to  have p re c ip i ta te d  the con troversy ."
37
38
i b id .
New Northwest, Jan. 13, 1921, p. 8 .
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CHAPTER i l l
P ra s N e n t $ts»on*c v i s i t  to  Hutcî>«ns 414 n o t en4 Hutchons ‘ war 
on F is h a r , but i t  414 chamga I t s  coursa, Gona wara tha igraat e d i t o r ia l  
b la s ts  ag a in s t tha  pro fossor which P res id en t Sisson s a id  ha would not 
to la r a ta ,  O atarrad f r o *  U *at s t ra te g y , Hutchens turned to  a form o f  
g u e r r i l la  w a rfa re . Froa) February to  June Hutcfwns re g u la r ly  c lip p e d  
e d ito r ia ls  from the New N o rthw est, forwarded them p e rso n a lly  to  Chan­
c e l lo r  E l l i o t t ,  In s is te d  th a t A rth u r F is h e r had w r it te n  them, and 
demanded th a t  the C h ance llo r f I  re  F is h e r ,
In  e ld -F e b ru a ry  Hutchens rep o rted  to  C h an ce llo r E l l i o t t  th a t  
F is h e r had addressed a m eeting o f  " ra d ic a ls "  In  M issou la . The c it iz e n s  
In  attendance considered the problem o f  e s ta b lis h in g  a f re e  newspaper 
In  a c o a ^ n y -c o n tro lle d  community, F is h e r to ld  the group th a t  h is  
expu ls ion  from the U n iv e rs ity  had been demanded because Ho a s s is te d  
In  the development o f  a  f re e  newspaper In  M issou la , He claim ed th a t  
the M Isso u llan  a tta c k s  on him helped him make more fr ie n d s  " . . . I n  the  
past two mcHiths than I vnoutd have been ab le  to  under o rd in a ry  circum ­
stances In  two y e a rs ."  Me a ls o  to ld  the  m eeting th a t  the competing 
press had b e t te r  fin ances  and f a c i l i t i e s  to  re p o rt la b o r meetings than 
d id  the haw N o rthw est, but th a t  the " c a p ita l iz e d  press" refused to  
f ig h t  fo r  th e  labo rers  when I t  came to  something the workers r e a lty  
w anted, such as a new ta x  law . F in a l ly  he to ld  the men a t  the m eeting*
. . . I f  you want to  c o n tro l your paper you w i l l  have to  pay 
more fo r  I t  than fo r  the paper down the s t r e e t  wliose p o lic y  
Is  d ic ta te d  e i th e r  d i r e c t ly  o r  In d ir e c t ly  by the a d v e r tis e rs .
Are you w i l l in g  to  pay a l i t t l e  more f o r  a paper th a t  p r in ts
- 3 3 '
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the t ru th  than f o r  a paper th a t  p r tn ta  o r  k i l l s  copy w ith
the Idea o f  p leas ing  the a d v e r t is e rs  c o n s ta n tly  In mlnd?"l
The New Northwest's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  F is h e r 's  ro le  a t  the meeting  
d i f fe r e d  from Hutchens’ . I t  sa id  th a t  F is h e r  to ld  the group o f  the  
alms o f  the board o f  d ire c to rs  o f  the New Northwest Publish ing Asso­
c ia t io n ,  and th a t  he urged them to  support the campaign fo r  the sa le
o f  stock In the ppper. A lso , he exp la ined  the democratic board o f  contro l
devised by the d ire c to rs  so th a t  the board would represent every group
In the cou ntry , and so th a t  no one group would be able  to  make I t  a
2
"pure ly  In d iv id u a l o rgan ."
Hutchens added a revea lin g  note to  h is  rep o rt  o f  the meeting fo r  
Chancellor E l l i o t t :
I ga ther th a t  from our conversation  a t  Helena, you are  
In agreement w ith  me In th is  m atte r  and I had your assur­
ance a t  our la s t  meeting th a t  the case o f  Mr. F isher would 
be disposed o f  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  and th a t  I need not worry  
about I t .  I am disposed to  be p a t ie n t  In th is  m atte r and 
to  aw ait you a c tio n  but In  view o f  Hr. F ls h e f 's  continued  
a c t i v i t i e s  along the l in e  o f  the meeting la s t  evening, I 
do not th in k  I am u n fa i r  In asking you to  move up on him 
w ith  the le a s t  possib le  loss o f  t im e . I des ire  to  p ro te c t  
the U n iv e rs ity  so f a r  as poss ib le  In th is  controversy but 
I must p ro te c t  my own business In  which my money Is  In v e s t­
ed, f i r s t  o f  a l l .
I made no reference  whatever to  F is h e r ’ s p a r t  In la s t  
evening 's  m eeting. In the H Is s o u l Ia n ’ s rep o rt  o f  the meet­
ing th is  morning but I th in k  th a t  you understand the sent­
iment o f  the le g is la tu r e  w e ll  enough to  know th a t  I f  th is  
were brought to  the a t te n t io n  o f  the le g is la tu r e  In a p u b lic  
way o r  through a speech o f  one o f  I t s  members, the S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana would come under a very severe c r i t ­
icism fo r  p e rm itt in g  th is  c o n d it io n  o f  a f f a i r s . 3
^"Remarks o f  Professor A rth u r  F ish er a t  Union H a ll  M eeting ,"  
Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  Feb. 16, 1521. In Montana Archives.
^New Northw est, Feb. 16, 1921, p . 1.
^Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  Feb. 16, 1921, In Montana A rchives,
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I f  C h ance llo r E l l i o t t  re p lie d  to  any o f  Hutchena* l e t t e r # ,  he d id  not 
make copies o f  any o f  h is  commonIcat Ions.
In e a r ly  March F is h e r heard th a t  h is  newspaper a c t iv i t ie s  had 
I r r i t a t e d  the C h an c e llo r. F is h e r probably d id  not know th a t Hutchens 
had w r it te n  the C h ance llo r about him , but he concluded anyway th a t  he 
should e x p la in  h is  o u ts id e  a c t iv i t ie s  thoroughly to  C h ance llo r E l l i o t t ,  
so th a t the C h ance llo r would not have a one-sided view  o f the s itu a t io n .  
He understood th a t the C h ancello r considered h is  s itu a t io n  as "one which 
might become d i f f i c u l t , "  and he wished to  secure from the head o f  the  
U n iv e rs ity  an expression o f  op in io n  and some g u id e lin e s  In  regard to  
h is  a c tio n s . He adm itted  th a t  he h e ld  h is  views very  f ir m ly  and occa­
s io n a lly  expressed them d o g m a tic a lly , but he claim ed th a t  he sub jected  
them to  constant reexam ination and would th e re fo re  a p p re c ia te  advice  
from the C h a n c e llo r .*  He composed a long l e t t e r  to  the C hancellor  
s ta t in g  h is  whole ease as he viewed I t .  The e p is t le  Is  n o tab le  fo r  I t s  
prose, fo r  I t s  c le a r  tho ug ht, and fo r  both the Id ea lism  and the arrogance  
o f  I t s  au th o r.
F ish er s a id , f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  th a t  h is  case d id  not seem to  him to  
con ta in  any d i f f i c u l t  fe a tu re s  " . . . I f  one keeps c le a r ly  In  mind the  
fundamentals o f  academic freedom ." The ta c t le s s  Im p IIc a tltm  Is  th a t  
the C h ancello r overlooked the fundam entals. To remind E l l i o t t  o f  them, 
F ish er repeated a statem ent o f  the p r in c ip le s  o f  academic freedom th a t  
had been enunciated In  a C h arte r Day address a t  the U n iv e rs ity  th ree  
weeks e a r l i e r .  The speaker, Tom S tout o f  Lewistown, Montana, urged the  
re c o g n itio n  o f  the r ig h ts  o f  teachers as c it iz e n s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  In  
a f f a i r s  o f  the community. F is h e r quoted the  core o f  the speech;
*F Isher to  E l l i o t t ,  March 12, 1921, p . I .  in Montana A rch ives ,
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• recen t e f f o r t  to  compel I t e e i ^ r e  tn th ie  s ta te
to  subscribe to  a lo y a lty  oath  Is  but an example o f  the  
befwddlemsmt produced In  the minds o f  some o f  our people  
by the  e f fo r t s  o f  our teachers to  In te re s t  themselves In  
p u b lic  a f f a i r s  and by t h e i r  daring  to  express views on 
m atters  o f  a more o r  less c o n tro v e rs ia l c h a ra c te r . I t  
Is  not imusual th a t  the  re a l m otives o f  such p a te n tly  
fo o lis h  a c tio n s  a re  d a f t ly  concealed from p u b lic  view  
o r  so s k i l l f u l l y  camouflaged by p la u s ib le  argument as to  
be unrecognizable by the average c i t i z e n . . . .F r e e  educ­
a t io n  presupposes educators f re e  to  pursue th e ! r  work 
wnhamvered by an In s id io u s  form o f  p ig u e . s p i te ,  o r  s e l f ­
ishness. e i th e r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  In d u s t r ia l . *
F ish er s a id  th a t  th e  approval o f  S to u t's  speech by the audience and 
by the 'co n serva tive  press o f  M isso u la* led  him to  b e lie v e  th a t  I t  
contained the p r in c ip le s  which would guide e member o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  
. . . n o t  m erely to  be repeated v e r b a l ly ,  bu t to  be a p p lie d  e ls e  to  con­
c re te  s itu a tlc m s .'*  I f  the  C h an ce llo r agreed w ith  him on the p r in c ip le s  
o f  academic freedom expressed by S to u t, then they could proceed to  
the s im p le r problem** o f  ap p ly in g  th e  p r in c ip le s  to  the  fa c ts  o f  the  
c a s e .*
Ih e  f i r s t  fa c t  o f  h is  case, he s a id , was th a t  th e re  had been no 
In tim a tio n  from anyone th a t  he had n eg lected  h is  work a t  the U n iv e rs ity ,  
and he denied the M Isso u llan  statem ent th a t  he had been s e l l in g  stock  
to  the  Mew Northwest In  th e  c i t y .  H is p r in c ip a l c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  
re o rg a n iz a tio n , he s a id , was the Idea o f  the 'community p a p e r , ' and he 
had endeavored to  prevent 'the e s ta b lis h in g  o f  e i t h e r  a ra d ic a l and 
narrow ly dogmatic la b o r paper o r  a newspaper owned and dominated by one 
fa m ily  o r  group,** He co n fe rred  w ith  about a "dozen * MIssouI Ians over
^Tom S to u t, "C h a rte r  Day A ddress," February , 1321. Quoted by 
A rth u r F is h e r , F is h e r to  E l l i o t t ,  March 12, 1321, In  F is h e r F i le ,
^F ish er to  E l l i o t t ,  March 12. 1921, In  F is h e r F i l e .
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a fo u r  month period on "methods o f  broadening the foundations o f  
the p a p e r,"  and he donated a " c e r ta in  amount" o f  le g a l advice to  I t . ^  
Fish er a lso  to ld  the C hance llor th a t  he had conferred  w ith  P re s i­
dent Sisson about the newspaper question In February, and th a t  Sisson 
advised him not to  assume any managerial p o s it io n  which opponents could  
say c o n f l ic te d  w ith  h is  p ro fess ion a l d u t ie s .  Sisson a ls o  emphasized, 
however, th a t  he would not t o le r a t e  any coercion o f  fa c u l ty  members 
" . . . I n  assertin g  t h e i r  p re ro g a tiv e  as c i t iz e n s  to  deal In  a p ra c t ic a l  
way w ith  p o l i t i c a l ,  soc ia l and economic questions a f fe c t in g  the com­
m unity ."  F ish er claimed th a t  he had acted In accord w ith  the l in e s  
drawn a t  the meeting w ith  Sisson and w ith  the p ro p r ie t ie s  o f  the s i t ­
u a t io n . In a d d it io n ,  he received S isson 's  "h e a rty  endorsement" as to
Q
the need o f  a community paper.
F ish er adm itted th a t  he had foreseen d i f f i c u l t i e s  In a s s is t in g  
the paper, but th a t  d id not seem to  him s u f f ic ie n t  reason to  q u i t  a id in g  
the community newspaper p lan . He sa id  th a t  he was surprised  a t  " the  
lengths o f  v u lg a r i ty  and dishonesty" o f  the p la n 's  opponents, and he 
pointed out th a t  he had not returned  the a t ta c k s .  He once spoke o f  
Hutchens a t  a meeting, the one reported  by Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  but 
only to  warn the group o f  methods th a t  might be used aga inst them f o r  
supporting a community-owned paper.^
F ish er m aintained to  the C hance llor  th a t  I f ,  In the mind o f  the  
community, he seemed to be the lea d e r  In the attem pt to  e s ta b l is h  a
w
9 |b ld .
9 |b ld .
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convnunlty paper, î t  was because the M Issoullan  had made him the f ig u r e ­
head, not because he spent more time on the paper than several o th er  
c i t iz e n s  not re g u la r ly  employed by I t .  For the C h a n c e llo r 's  b e n e f i t ,
F isher speculated about Hutchens' reasons f o r  focusing the a ttacks  on 
him. F i r s t ,  he suspected th a t  Hutchens feared  his  emphasis on the  
"community aspect" o f  the p la n , and second, because o f  Hutchens* " . . .p iq u e  
a t  f in d in g  a few meals a t  h is  house had not purchased my freedom o f  a c t io n ,"  
Fisher thought a th i r d  reason might be a " t ra n s fe r re d  h o s t i l i t y  o f  long 
standing" to  his  f a th e r ,  W a lte r  F is h e r;  and fo u r th ,  because Hutchens 
probably b e lieved  th a t  the young law teacher was "the  most v u ln erab le  
person to a t t a c k . I f  F is h e r  knew how he had offended the Hutchens 
fa m ily ,  he re fra in e d  from mentioning I t  to  the C hance llor,
F is h e r  a ls o  Included In  h is  exp lan a tio n  a statement o f  h is  economic 
b e l ie fs  and a q u a l i f ie d  apology:
In conclusion t would l i k e  to  say th a t  I do not b e lie v e  
my general economic views are  e s p e c ia l ly  r a d ic a l .  I have 
never been a s o c i a l i s t ,  nor had much sympathy f o r  any p o l i ­
t i c a l  dogma. I have never had any use fo r  a philosophy  
which says th ings must be made worse In o rder th a t  they 
may l a t e r  be made b e t t e r . . . . I  am ra th e r  sorry  to  have come 
so much In to  the l lm e - l t g h t ,  but th a t  was p a r t  o f  the c a re ­
f u l l y  arranged plan o f  a t ta c k .  When I see anything which 
seems to  me very much worth doing, as I fe e l  the estab­
lishment o f  an ^unowned' newspaper In th is  community Is  
Just how very much worth doing, I am not l i k e l y  to  h e s ita te  
ju s t  because I t  means unpleasant n o to r ie ty  and a s tru g g le .
Nor have I much sympathy w ith  those who advise w a it in g  u n t i l  
one Is middle-aged o r  u n t i l ,  In  these days o f  frequent change 
o f  abode, one has l iv e d  several years In  one p lace , before  
commencing the s t r u g g le . * '
F ish er concluded his  exp lan a tio n  by saying th a t  he hoped th a t  I f  
the C hancellor s t i l l  viewed the s i tu a t io n  as p ro b lem atic , th a t he tru s ted
lO pisher to  E l l i o t t ,  March 12, 1921, p . 3.
* * lb l d . .  p . 5 .
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the Chancellor would be as fran k  as he had been In t e l l i n g  him q u ic k ly
where he was a t  f a u l t .  He added th a t  the l e t t e r  had been reviewed by
President Sisson and th a t  I t  had been approved, he thought. In  sub-
12stance by the p re s id e n t.
Chancellor E l l i o t t  was out o f  town when F is h e r 's  l e t t e r  a r r iv e d  
In h is  o f f i c e .  His e x e cu tive  s e c re ta ry  re p l ie d  to  F ish er th a t  E l l i o t t  
would be absent from h is  o f f i c e  f o r  nine o r  ten days, and th a t  F is h e r 's
1 3
l e t t e r  would be brought to  h is  a t te n t io n  Irvnedlately  on his re tu rn .
On March 31 , twenty days a f t e r  F ish er wrote h is  l e t t e r ,  the C hancellor  
re p i le d  th a t
. . . I n  the midst o f  pressing work o f  the U n iv e rs ity  budgets 
which must be considered by the S ta te  Board o f  Education 
a t  I t s  meeting next Monday, I t  Is  not fe a s ib le  to  prepare  
the extended rep ly  which your l e t t e r  deserves. Moreover,
I am not convinced th a t  the s o lu t io n  o f  your present per­
sonal problem can be s im p l i f ie d  by any w r i t te n  exchanges.
Would not a personal conference serve a b e t te r  purpose?
This I hope w i l l  be po ss ib le  w ith in  a short w h i le . *4
The proposed v i s i t  never m a te r ia l iz e d ,  although F ish er wrote to  the
Chancellor once more t ry in g  to  arrange I t .  I f  E l l i o t t  disapproved o f
F is h e r 's  newpaper a c t i v i t i e s ,  he d id  not communicate h is  fe e l in g s  to
F is h e r .  He did n o t .  In  f a c t ,  take a f i rm  p o s it io n  on the case In his
correspondence f o r  e i t h e r  Hutchens o r  F is h e r ,  both o f  vdioro pressured
him p r iv a te ly  to  do so.
Since h is  code was to  watch h is  t im ing and to  be n e u t r a l ,  the
Chancellor no doubt re a l iz e d  th a t  March, 1921, was not a good tim e to
^ ^ ib ld . ,  p. 6 .
'^ U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana Executive S ecretary  to  A rth u r F is h e r ,  
March 1$, 1921, In Montana A rch ives ,
14
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t#k# m stand on tha p r tn c lp la s  o f  academic freedom. Down tha h a ll  
from h is  o f f ic e  In  the c a p ita l b u ild in g , an angry le g is la tu r e  convened 
In  sp e c ia l session to  consider Governor D ixon ' s request fo r  a ta x  com­
m ission. E l l i o t t  d id  no t want to  undermine le g is la t iv e  confidence In  
the U n iv e rs ity  a t  a tim e when I t  m ight pass a ta x  reform  measure. A
subdued th re a t by Hutchens In  February suggested th a t  the F is h e r s l t -
15ua tlo n  might be c a lle d  to  the  a t te n t io n  o f  the le g is la tu r e .  To avoid  
th a t .  C hancellor E l l i o t t  sim ply Ignored both the newspaper e d ito r  and 
the fa c u lty  member tdto clamored fo r  h is  fa v o r.
When A rth u r F is h e r rece ived  the evas ive  note from C h ance llo r  
E l l i o t t ,  he had Just executed a c o n tra c t between Edwin and Barclay  
Craighead and the  temporary board o f  the  New Northwest P ublish ing  
A s s o c ia tio n , thus deepening h is  Involvem ent w ith  the paper. In the  
c o n trac t the  Cralgheads agreed to  s e l l  a l l  the p ro p erty  o f  The N orth­
west Press to  the New Northwest P u b lish ing  A ssocia tion  (th e  community 
newspaper) In  re tu rn  fo r  550 shareg o f  p re fe rre d  stock and 10,000  
shares o f  common stock In  the new c o rp o ra tio n . The to ta l  va lue  o f  
the Craighead shares  e q u a lle d  $ 1 5 ,5 0 0 .0 0 . The c o n tra c t s p e c if ie d  the  
Indebtedness fo r  which the o ld  and the new corpo ration s  were res p o n s ib le , 
and I t  l is te d  the new d ire c to rs  fo r  the f i r s t  y e a r . They were E, F .
Gross, Roy H. Loman, Fred T . P a rk e r, E. 0 . P e lts , Thomas R. Lynch, F . A. 
West, E, S« C raighead, B arclay  C raighead, and A rth u r F is h e r. One clause  
o f  the c o n tra c t s ta te d  th a t  the purchase d id  not Inc lu de  any books o r  
bookcases In  the Northwest o f f ic e  except fo r  copies o f  the Mew Freedom 
and Louis L ev in e 's  Taxation  o f  Mines In  Montana. I r o n ic a l ly ,  another
^^Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  February 16, 1921. In Montana A rchives.
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clause added th a t  . . th e  GOOD WILL o f  the Northwest Press Is  t ra n s ­
fe rre d  u n c o n d it io n a lly  to  The Northwest Publish ing A ssn ."**  The con­
t r a c t  made no prov is ion  fo r  the bad w i l l  ag a in s t the p a p e r , - - th e  MIss­
ouI Ian j s , f o r  example.
On the same day th a t  F ish er executed the con tra c t  concerning the  
community paper. Dean C, W. Leaphart o f  the Law School forwarded his  
s a la ry  recommendation f o r  F is h e r  to  President Sisson, He recommended 
th a t  I f  the U n iv e rs ity  advanced the minimum s a la ry  o f  a f u l l  p ro fessor  
to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 , th a t  A rth u r  F isher should earn th a t  a m o u n t . F i s h e r  
earned $2 ,760 .00  h is  f i r s t  y e a r .  On A p r i l  14, 1921, the pres iden t o f  
the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oregon w rote  to  P res ident Sisson In q u ir in g  about 
Professor F is h e r. He wished to  know I f  an o f f e r  to  F isher by the Oregon 
Law School would occasion any embarrassment to  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Mont­
ana, and he wanted an es tim ate  o f  Professor F ish er "as a man and a 
te a c h e r ."  Oregon did n o t ,  he s a id ,  want to  "rob [ th e  U n iv e rs i ty ]  o f
18a good man," but they understood th a t  F ish er was In te re s te d  In Oregon.
F isher promptly contacted P res iden t Sisson to  e x p la in  th a t  he had not
s o l ic i t e d  com petitive  b id s . He sa id  th a t  I t  appeared to  him th a t  h is
19fu tu re ,  e i t h e r  In Montana o r  Oregon, depended on Sisson.
Contract Between Edwin and Barclay Craighead and Temporary Board 
o f  the New Northwest P u b lish ing  A s s o c ia t io n , March 30 , 1921. In the  
Montana f i l e  o f  the personal correspondence o f  A rth ur F is h e r ,  In the  
possession o f  Mrs. A rth u r  F is h e r ,  Washington D. C. H e re a f te r  c i te d  as 
Fisher Correspondence.
*^Leaphart to  Sisson, March 3 0 , 1921. In F ish er F i l e .
*®P, L. Campbell, p res id en t o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oregon, to  Sisson. 
A p r i l  14, 1921. in F ish er F i l e .
19F ish er to  Sisson, A p r i l  18, 1921. In F isher F i l e
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In a few days P res ident Sisson r e p l ie d  to  the Oregon présidentes
request fo r  a recommendation o f  F is h e r .  He c a l le d  him a "very able
and ta le n te d  man" and sa id  th a t  he had a " b r i l l i a n t ,  e n e rg e t ic  and
aggressive m ind," but added th a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Montana would not
wish to  block h is  advance. The recommendation continued:
He is In te n s e ly  In te re s te d  In problems o f  education and
soc ia l progress. He ra th e r  surprised  us by a ttend ing  the  
meeting o f  the S ta te  Teachers' A ssocia tion  and taking  an 
a c t iv e  p a r t .  As a m atter o f  f a c t ,  h is  ac tio n  and some o f  
the things he sa id  ra th e r  d is turbed  some o f  the more con­
s e rv a t iv e  people. On the o th e r  hand, I fe e l  th a t  h is  warm 
In te re s t  In the problems o f  general education and o f  the 
community as a whole Is  an adm irable q u a l i t y .  He has no 
l i t t l e  a b i l i t y  as a w r i t e r ,  and I f u l l y  expect th a t  he w i l l  
do some ra th e r  d is t in c t iv e  work In th a t  f i e l d .
Sisson mentioned th a t  he was recommending to the Board o f  Education a
s a la ry  Increase fo r  F is h e r, but not as much as Dean Leaphart recommended,
nor as much as F isher thought he should re c e iv e .  He a lso  mentioned to
President Campbell th a t  even I f  the U n iv e rs ity  Increased F is h e r 's  pay,
20I t  could not g ive  him a s a la ry  comparable to  th a t  o f fe re d  by Oregon,
In s p ite  o f  the com petitive  b id .  Chancellor E l l i o t t  vetoed Sisson's
s a la ry  recommendation fo r  F isher even before I t  reached the Board o f
Education, saying th a t  the value o f  F is h e r 's  teaching did not w arrant  
21a ra is e .  S u rp r is in g ly ,  F ish er turned down the h ig her Oregon o f f e r .
He suggested to  P res iden t Sisson th a t  he stayed because the needs o f
Montana's Law School S t i l l  challenged him, and because he was s t i l l
In te re s te d  In  he lp ing  w ith  the estab lishm ent o f  a "community newspaper" 
22In M issoula. F ish er a ls o  exp la ined  h is  decis ion to  his fa m ily :
^®Slsson to  Campbell, A p r i l  21 , 1921. In F isher F i l e .
21 Chancellor E l l i o t t ,  "Memorandum re American Legion Charges Against 
A rth u r  F is h e r ,"  September, 1921, p. 4 . In F ish er F i l e ,
^^Flsher to  Sisson, A p r i l  l 8 ,  1921.  In F i s h e r  F i l e .
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Have ju s t  decided to  s tay  In Montana. C h ie f  reason 
was d id n ' t  fe e l l ik e  abandoning the newspaper when I 
might be o f  use to  I t ;  a lso  Oregon Is fu r th e r  away from 
where my h e a rt  Is-**so f a r  as people are  concerned; and 
Oregon Is a w fu lly  wet w ith  no ska tin g  In the w i n t e r . , , .
I a lso  got my board o f  d ire c to rs  to  agree to  pay me 
enough fo r  my work on the paper to  more than equal the 
Oregon pay, so I fe e l  I foxed the A.C.M. to  th a t  e x te n t .  ^
F isher a lso  to ld  his  parents about plans f o r  the paper. He said
th a t  w ith  the a id  o f  a " p ic tu re  s e r v ic e ,"  th a t  the board o f  d ire c to rs
thought th a t  an e ig h t  page paper could be published as cheaply as a
four-page paper, provided th a t  they could buy paper by the car lo a d .
F isher to ld  his  fa th e r  th a t  he had received an advantageous o f f e r  to
buy a carload o f  paper, and asked h is  fa th e r  I f  he could lend the paper
$3,000 to  buy the c a r lo a d . F is h e r  a ls o  mentioned In the note to  his
24parents th a t  he found l i f e  In Montana ra th e r  lo n e ly .
F is h e r 's  l e t t e r  to  his fa th e r  In d ica ted  th a t  h is  Involvement In 
the New Northwest went beyond lega l ad v ice . He served as s e c re ta ry  o f  
the board o f  d ir e c to r s ,  and procured f in a n c in g  fo r  the o p e ra t io n . But 
he did not manage the newspaper. The d ire c to rs  h ire d  an a s s is ta n t  pro­
fessor o f  Journalism from the U n iv e r s i ty ,  W a lte r  C hris tensen, to  manage 
the paper. Christensen l a t e r  t e s t i f i e d  to  the Facu lty  Committee on 
Service th a t  each o f  the d ire c to rs  had the p r iv i le g e  o f  subm itting ed­
i t o r i a l s  to  h im s e lf ,  the e d i t o r ,  who could p r in t  them a t  h is  d is c re t io n .  
But Arthur F isher could not In te r f e r e  In d iv id u a l ly  w ith  the management 
o f  the paper. Nor could F is h e r ,  according to  Chris tensen, In f luen ce  the  
e d i t o r ia l  p o lic y  o f  the New Northwest, except through o f f i c i a l  a c tio n  o f
Z^FIsher to  W a lte r  L. F is h e r ,  May 2 1 , 1921, In F isher Correspondence, 
24 Ib id .
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the board o f  d lr e c to rs .
N everthe less , M artin  J . Hutchens o f  the M lssoulI an dt d not re la x  
his e f f o r t s  In regard to  F is h e r .  Only a week a f t e r  F isher signed a 
new con trac t w ith  the U n iv e r s i ty ,  Hutchens f i r e d  o f f  another l e t t e r  to  
Chancellor E l l i o t t  about the law teach er. He enclosed a c l ip p in g  o f  a 
New Northwest e d i t o r ia l  dated May 6 ,  1921, The e d i t o r ia l  argued th a t  
teachers ' wages should be comparable to  th a t  o f fe re d  In p r iv a te  Indus­
t r y  fo r  s im i la r  t a le n t .  I t  concluded th a t  the way teachers could c le a r ly
demonstrate t h e i r  value to  the people was by p a r t ic ip a t in g  In community
26and s ta te  problems more, not le s s . This was doubtless a h a l r - r a ls in g
conclusion In the opin ion o f  Hutchens, who f ig u re d  th a t  A rthur F isher
a lready had a s u r f e i t  o f  e x t r a - c u r r ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Hutchens wrote
to  the Chancellor:
. . .Y o u  w i l l  re a d i ly  see th a t  [th e  e d i t o r i a l ]  is an appeal 
to the members o f  the fa c u l ty  o f  the S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  to  
jo in  the Fishers to  a g i ta te  fo r  so c ia lis m . I t  Is a c e r ­
t a in ty  th a t  th is  man w i l l  make tro u b le  In one form or  
another fo r  the U n iv e rs ity  as long as he Is h e r e . '
In la te  May Hutchens sent another New Northwest e d i t o r i a l  to  the Chan­
c e l lo r  s ta t in g  th a t  I t  had been w r i t te n  by A rth u r  F isher fo r  the
28
"B o lsh ev lk l"  paper.
In e a r ly  June A rthur F ish er heard th a t  C hancellor E l l i o t t  had 
v is i te d  Missoula but had made no e f f o r t  to  v i s i t  w ith  him. F ish er
^Sw alter E. Christensen to  Committee on S erv ice , September 1, 1921 
“DociBnents," p. 23 . In F ish er F i l e .
C lipp ing  o f  New Northwest e d i t o r i a l .  May 6 ,  1921, Hutchens to  
E l l i o t t .  In Montana ArcRTvesl
71 Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  May 7 , 1921. In Montana Archives.
28
Hutchens to E l l i o t t ,  May 23 , 1921. In Montana Archives.
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th e re fo re  wrote to the C hancellor expressing disappointment th a t  the  
.promised conversation Is again postponed," and he again requested  
an appointment a t  the C h a n c e llo r 's  convenience. F ish er a lso  understood 
th a t  the Chancellor disapproved o f  an e d i t o r ia l  In the New Northwest 
which discussed " . . .d is c r im in a t o r y  ac tio n  towards members o f  the fa c u l ty  
who had taken p a r t  In l ib e r a l  community undertak ings ,"  F isher to ld  
the Chancellor th a t  he a ls o  d is l ik e d  the e d i t o r i a l ,  and th a t  he had 
known nothing o f  I t  u n t i l  I t  appeared. He sa id  th a t  he was " . . .w e a r y  
o f  the personal b ickerings  which go on In Montana," and th a t  he had 
" . . . n o t  the le a s t  use fo r  h a l f -s a id  w hisperings" o f  the s o rt  th a t  re ­
ported e d i t o r ia ls  to  the C hancellor th a t  F isher had not even w r i t t e n .  
F in a l ly ,  he emphasized th a t  he d id  not fe e l  responsible  fo r  the a r t i c le s  
and e d i t o r ia ls  In the New Northwest:
" . . . s o  f a r  as actua l management or censorship Is concerned 
I f re q u e n tly  d o n 't  go near the o f f i c e  fo r  a week a t  a t im e.
So I t  was not strange th a t  an e d i t o r i a l ,  even concerning the 
U n iv e rs ity  appeared w ith o u t my being In any way consulted.
I f  ighad been I would not have l e t  the one In question get
by. ^
Meanwhile, Hutchens Increased his l e t t e r s  to  the Chancellor. On 
June 10, 1921, the day a f t e r  F ish er wrote his  l e t t e r  to  the C h ance llo r ,  
Hutchens forwarded to  Helena another e d i t o r i a l  a l le g e d ly  w r i t te n  by 
F is h e r. He s a id ,
I c a l l  your a t te n t io n  to  a e d i t o r i a l  In the New Northwest 
o f  th is  evening, w r i t te n  by Mr. F is h e r .  I th In k  you w l f l  
agree th a t  th a t  s o r t  o f  a g i ta t io n  w i l l  not be h e lp fu l  to  
the u n iv e rs i ty .  Nor do I th in k  I t  good p o lic y  o f  the un iv ­
e r s i t y  a u th o r i t ie s  to  perm it an In s t ru c to r  In one department 
to  w r i t e  e d i t o r ia ls  In  a ra d ic a l newspaper as to  the duties  
o f another department, o r  In th is  case, the Department o f
Z^FIsher to  E l l i o t t ,  June 9 ,  1921. In Montana Archives,
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Economics. I happen to know th a t  Mr. F ish er s i t s  up n ights  
composing th is  s t u f f  on h is  ty p e w r i te r .  Not long ago, a t  a 
meeting o f  the C iv ic s  Department o f  the Women's Club, he 
to ld  the members th a t  the professors In the u n iv e rs ity  did  
not dare conduct an economic survey In M issoula , because 
they would lose t h e i r  Jobs by a ttem pting I t .  You w i l l  f in d  
th a t  the longer th is  young man remains w ith  the u n iv e rs ity  
the more tro u b le  he w i l l  c re a te  fo r  you.
I would be glad I f  you would advise me p erson a lly  o f  his  
sta tu s  a t  the u n iv e r s i ty ,  and whether he w i l l  be employed 
as an In s tru c to r  In the Law Department next y e a r.^
The e d i t o r ia l  In question recommended th a t  the economics department
serve the pu b lic  In more p r a c t ic a l  ways, c h ie f ly  by engaging In
" p ra c t ic a l"  research. In experim ental fa rm in g , and by conducting an
31economics survey o f  the whole s ta te .  In another l e t t e r  to  the 
C h ancello r, Hutchens In s is te d  th a t  F isher had a large  share o f  respon­
s i b i l i t y  fo r  the p o lic y  o f  the paper, and he reminded E l l i o t t  th a t  he 
had promised " . . . t o  come to Missoula and get r id  o f  [F is h e r]  fo llo w in g  
the adjournment o f  the spec ia l session o f  the le g is la tu r e ,
In a l e t t e r  to  Hutchens In mid-June, Chancellor E l l i o t t  made his  
f i r s t  recorded statement about F is h e r .  Even then , however, he decided 
not to mall the l e t t e r .  In I t  E l l i o t t  e v a s iv e ly  sa id  th a t  as fa r  as 
he knew, F ish er would continue his  s e rv ic e  to the Law School. He r e ­
g re tte d  th a t  F is h e r 's  " c h i ld ly  adventures In  Journalism" annoyed Hutchens, 
and suggested th a t  I f  Hutchens considered F is h e r 's  actions de tr im enta l  
to  the p u b lic  In t e r e s t ,  th a t  he could p re fe r  charges aga inst him before  
the State Board o f  Education a t  t h e i r  meeting on Ju ly  11. The Chancellor
^®Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  June 10, 1921, In Montana Archives,
■a 1
" E d i t o r i a l , "  New Northw e s t, June 9 ,  1921 (c lip p in g  forwarded 
to  C hancellor El 1IottT% In Montana A rch ives ,
^^Hutchens to  E l l i o t t ,  (undated l e t t e r ) .  In Montana A rchives.
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signed the l e t t e r ,  but decided not to  m all I t .  Instead he added a 
note to i t  asking an a s s is ta n t  to  advise Hutchens to  le t  the F isher  
m atter re s t  fo r  a t im e. Then, I f  an " a c t iv e  connection" between 
Fisher and the New N orthwest could be e s ta b l is h e d , the m atte r could 
be presented to the Board o f  E ducation .^3 Thus I t  was Chancellor  
E l l i o t t  who dropped the f i r s t  h in t  th a t  F ish er might have to  face  
charges before the Board o f  Education.
S ^ E I I Io t t  L e t te r ,  June 13, 1921. In Montana A rchives.
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CHAPTER IV
According to  the F acu lty  S erv ice  Committee, M a rtin  J . Hutchens
Informed M issoula Post No. 27 o f the American Legion in  mid-June th a t
A rth u r F ish er had been a c tiv e  In a Terms o f  Peace meeting In Chicago
In 1917,* Hutchens was an e d ito r  o f  the Chicago Evening Journal when
the war broke o u t, and he re c a lle d  F is h e r 's  advocacy In  Chicago o f  a
d e c la ra tio n  o f  peace terms by P res iden t W ilson . Friends o f  F is h e r 's
had forewarned him o f Hutchens' In te n tio n s  In regard to  the American
L e g i o n , 2 but F ish er refused to  d e s is t from h is  support fo r  the New
Northwest, F ish er to ld  the committee;
. . . I  do know th a t  fo r  some tim e p re v io u s ly  to  the Montana 
Legion 's acquaintance w ith  the question Hutchens s ta te d  
p r iv a te ly  he was going to  "g e t me" by the means now being  
t r ie d ;  and th a t I t  has been through Hutchens and h is  o th e r  
Montana newspaper a f f i l i a t i o n s  th a t  the m atte r has c o n tin ­
ued to  be a g i t a t e d . . . . I n  o th e r  words, I b e lie v e  there  Is  
no doubt but th a t I f  Hutchens had not been In v o lv ed , th ere  
would have been no Issue w ith  the L e g io n .3
Hutchens' In fo rm atio n  d id  Indeed prompt the M issoula post to  send to
Chicago fo r  photographic copies o f  Chicago news s to r ie s  about the Terms
k
o f  Peace meeting in which F isher p a r t ic ip a te d .
^"Findings o f  the Committee on S erv ice  o f the Montana S ta te  Univ­
e r s ity  In the Case o f A rth u r F is h e r ,"  September, 1921, p . 5 . In F ish er  
F i le .
2
V ir g in ia  Dixon Dean, New Haven, C o nn ecticu t, daughter o f  Governor 
J , M. Dixon and personal f r ie n d  o f  F is h e r 's ,  In  le t t e r  to  au th o r, Ju ly  
17, 1969.
^Arthur F is h e r , "Documents o f  the Committee on S e rv ic e ,"  September, 
1921, p . 16. In F is h e r F i l e .
^ "F in d in g s ,"  p . 5 .  In F is h e r F i le .
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A r t lc le s  from the Chicago Sunday Tribune and the Chicago D a lly  
Journal s ta ted  th a t  A rth u r F is h e r  served as s e c re ta ry  o f  a Permanent 
Conference Committee fo r  Peace In the spring o f  1917. The chairman 
o f  the committee was Dean Robert Morss Lovett o f  the English Depart­
ment o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago. A t a meeting In mid-May o f  1917, 
the committee decided th a t  the United States should be c a lle d  upon
to  de fine  e x a c t ly  I t s  war alms and on what terms I t  would make peace.
The committee a ls o  resolved to  promulgate I t s  demands a t  a mass meet­
ing o f  c i t iz e n s  the fo l lo w in g  week. Dean Lovett released to  the press 
an exp lanation  o f  the alms o f  the meeting:
The meeting w i l l  be In no sense a p ro te s t  against the 
present w a r . . , . T h is  country Is  not to  be placed In the 
ro le  o f  an en fa n t t e r r i b l e  demanding peace terms now.
The meeting w i l l  prove f u t i l e  I f  I t  should demand peace
or c r i t i c i z e  the United States fo r  going to w ar. What
we want to  know Is  concrete peace terms and not g l i t t e r ­
ing g e n e r a l i t ie s .  The purpose o f  the war must be made 
c le a r  to  the p e o p l e . . . . !  hope out o f  the meeting w i l l  
grow a movement which w i l l  have as I t s  o b je c t  the peace­
ab le  adjustment o f  a l l  In te rn a t io n a l  con trovers ies  and 
the eventual dem ocratiza tion  o f  the world In un iversa l 
brotherhood.
A rthur F isher a ls o  a f f ix e d  h is  s ig n a tu re  to  th is  statem ent.^
A week la t e r  the Chicago newspapers reported the ac tu a l Terms 
o f Peace meeting, and I t  Is  these a r t i c le s  which probably were f o r ­
warded to the Missoula post o f  the American Legion. Headlined  
' “America* F a l ls  to  T h r i l l  4 ,000  a t  Peace M e et,"  the a r t i c l e  reported  
th a t  the audience remained seated w h ile  a band played p a t r io t i c  songs, 
"/Vnerica, the B e a u t i f u l . "  Outside the  Chicago Auditorium an overflow  
crowd s c u f f le d  w ith  p o l ic e .  The chairman o f  the Peace Terms Conference
^Chicago Sunday T r ib u n e . May 20 , 1917, p. 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
-5 0 -
under whose auspices Dean L o v e tt 's  committee planned the meeting In  
the A uditorium , la t e r  Issued a statem ent th a t  the Conference claimed  
re s p o n s ib ility  on ly fo r  the mass meeting he ld  In s id e  the A uditorium .
He s a id , "The Conference Is  determ ined, w h ile  e x e rc is in g  a l l  our 
r ig h ts  under the law , s t r i c t l y  to  observe a l l  our o b lig a tio n s  under 
the same."*
The D a lly  M issoullan  quoted the h ead lin e  o f  the above a r t i c le  when 
I t  reported the meeting In  connection w ith  the In v e s tig a tio n  o f  F is h e r, 
but i t  d id  not quote the  statem ent made by the chairman o f the Peace 
Terms Conference. In s tead , the M lsso u lIan  re p rin te d  a paragraph from  
an a r t i c le  In  the Chicago D a lly  J o u rn a l. The a r t i c l e  quoted a Chicago 
m in is te r , Frank W. Gunsaulus, who appeared In  the Chicago Auditorium  
a few hours before  the Terms o f  Peace meeting convened th e re . He s a id .
I f  you approve o f the shooting o f  E d ith  C ave l, the English  
nurse, a tten d  the [Terms o f  Peace] m eeting , i f  you disapprove  
the s ink ing  o f  the L u s ita n ia , s tay  away. I f  you p re fe r  to  
have the Hohenzollerns d ic ta te  terms a t  Washington Instead  
o f  having P res iden t Wilson d ic ta te ,  a tten d  the m e e t in g .. . .
The meeting th is  afternoon  Is  as u n p a tr io t ic  as a meeting In  
1776 would have been to  ask terms o f peace In p lace o f  reading  
the d e c la ra tio n  o f  Independence.
TTie Chicago D a l ly  Tribune reported more o f  the proceedings o f  the  
meeting. According to  I t ,  A rth u r F ish er  spoke to  the assembly and 
emphasized th a t  " . . . p l a n s  f o r  an e a r ly .  J u s t ,  and honorable peace [would 
be] the best weapon uncle Sam [could ] w ie ld ."  The a r t i c l e  a ls o  quoted 
the chairman o f  the meeting, Dean Robert M. L o v e tt ,  who s a id .
This meeting has been c a lle d  to  a s s e rt our r ig h t  to  
th in k  peace, to  speak peace, and to  pursue i t  even to  war.
^Chicago D a ily  T rib u n e , May 2 8 , 1917, p. 4 .  
^Chicago D a lly  J o u rn a l, May 2 8 , 1917, p. 1.
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W« have heard much o f  the m otto, ' I n  time o f  peace, 
prepare f o r  w a r . '  Now we have the r ig h t  to  say, ' I n  
time o f  w ar, prepare fo r  peace,'*'®
When the M lssoulIan reported the  Terms o f  Peace meeting to  I ts  
readers four years l a t e r .  In  the midst o f  the F ish er controversy. I t  
neglected to report Dean L o v e tt 's  exp lan a tio n  o f  the purposes o f  the  
meeting. Ins tead , I t  quoted on ly  the provocative  headline  o f  the 
Tribune a r t i c l e  ( 'A m erica ' F a l ls  to  T h r i l l . . . " ) ,  and the Indignant  
address o f  the Reverend Frank Gunsaulus th a t  had appeared In the
Q
Jou rn a l. Considering the M ls s o u lIa n 's  d is to r te d  rep o rt o f  the Terms 
o f  Peace meeting and A rth ur F is h e r 's  ro le  In I t ,  I t  Is  no wonder th a t  
Fisher seemed rad ic a l to  Montanans.*^
Upon re c e ip t  o f  the photocopies o f  Chicago news a r t i c le s  p e r ta in ­
ing to  F is h e r, the Missoula post o f  the American Legion composed a res ­
o lu t io n  charging th a t  he was " . . . a n  undesirab le  person to  be connected 
w ith  the educational In s t i tu t io n s  o f  the S ta te  o f  M o n ta n a . . . ."  The 
Legion a lso had fe r re te d  out the In form ation th a t  F ish er had f i l e d  fo r  
an exemption from the S e le c t iv e  Service on claim s th a t  he was a con­
sc ientious o b je c to r  and had a physica l d i s a b i l i t y .  The Legion res o lu t io n  
th e re fo re  noted th a t  F is h e r 's  conscientious o b je c to r  c la im  and h is  s e r ­
v ice  as s e c re ta ry  o f  the Terms o f  Peace meeting " . . .  tended to  d is c r e d it  
the war a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the United S ta te s . . .a n d  to  lessen the N a tio n 's  war 
s t r e n g t h . , . . "  The Missoula post resolved f u r th e r  th a t  the American Legion, 
Department o f  Montana, should In v e s t ig a te  the accusations and. I f  I t
^Chicago D a lly  T r ib u n e , May 28 , 1917, p. 4 .
^D a lly  M lsso u lIan , Ju ly  13, 1921, p. 1.
^^Great F a l ls  T r ib u n e , Ju ly  12, +921, p. 1. (Tbfe Tribune s ta te d ,  
"Professor F Is R e r . . . I s  reported to  be extrem ely  rad ica l In üTs v ie w s ." )
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substan tia ted  them, should demand the Immediate dism issal o f  F isher
from the fa c u l ty  o f  the U n iv e r s i ty .  The re s o lu t io n  proposed th a t  the
Legion consider the F ish er case a t  I t s  annual s ta te  convention, which
was held In Lewistown a t  the end o f  June th a t  y e a r . * *
But the American Legion Convention heard nothing o f  the Missoula  
12post's  charges. The Montana Executive Committee o f  the Legion la t e r  
explained th a t I t  thought Mr. F ish er would p re fe r  th a t  a committee, 
ra th er  than the convention. In v e s t ig a te  h is  case. The s ix  top -rank ing  
o f f ic e r s  o f  the Montana Department o f  the American Legion comprised the 
Executive Committee. The 1921-22 members o f  the committee, e le c te d  a t  
the June convention, were C. Thomas Busha, J r . ,  Helena; L, J . Molumby, 
Great F a l ls ;  W. G. Ferguson, Helena; E. Y. Poore, Wolf P o in t;  0 , C. 
Lamport, Helena; and J , J . Davey, Townsend.*^ The s ix  o f f ic e r s  con­
vened fo r  t h e i r  f i r s t  meeting In Helena on Sunday, July 10, 1921. The 
committee In v ite d  F ish er to  the meeting to  t e s t i f y  In h is  own b e h a lf .  
Fisher was appalled a t  the e x t r a - le g a l  nature  o f  the American Legion 
In v e s t ig a t io n ,  although he re p l ie d  to  the Executive Committee In what 
he c a lle d  " . . . a n  u n o f f ic ia l  and f r ie n d ly  Interchange o f  v l e w . . . . " * ^
He added.
**R eso lu tlon  o f  M issoula Post No, 27» "C h an ce llo r 's  Memorandum," 
p. 13. In F isher F i l e .
12Condensed Report o f  the Proceedings o f  the Th+rd Annual Conven­
t io n  o f  the Amer I can LegTcTn o f  the Departmen t  o f  Mon tan a7 Lew Is town, 
Montana (Helena, M ont.: S ta te  Publish ing  C o , , 1 3 2 1 ) .
*^G erald lne Lowery, The American Legion In Montana (B i l l in g s *  Mont. 
Reporter P r in t in g  and SuppTy  ̂ CÔT7~Ï9^5T~, p. iT T
*^Arthur F is h e r ,  personal s tatem ent, "Documents," p. 1. In F isher
F i l e .
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t w ish , however, to  make I t  q u ite  c le a r  th a t  anything I 
may say s h a ll  not be construed as countenancing the c a te ­
ch iz in g  o f  teachers o r  any o th e r  p r iv a te  c i t iz e n s  on a 
m atter o f  b e l i e f ,  and s h a ll  not formua precedent o r  even 
an Im p lic a t io n  th a t  th ere  Is  any necess ity  fo r  such ln d lr_  
v idu a ls  rep ly ing  to  the c r i t ic is m s  o f  such o rg a n iz a t io n .  ^
The Executive Committee agreed to  In v e s t ig a te  th ree  m atters In 
regard to  F is h e r .  F i r s t ,  I t  wanted to  know I f  F is h e r  sought exemption 
from the serv ic e  on the ground o f  " . . .c o n s c ie n t io u s  scruples against  
engaging In war w ith  Germany." Second, I t  wanted to  know I f  he acted  
as secre ta ry  to  the Terms o f  Peace m eeting, a t  which the crowd sat  
" s t i l l  and s i le n t "  during the re n d it io n  o f  p a t r io t i c  songs. I f  the 
crowd had not acted th a t  way, the committee wanted to  know why F is h e r ,  
as s e c re ta ry ,  d id  not p u b l ic ly  deny the statements o f  the press. T h ird ,  
the Board wished to a s c e rta in  F is h e r 's  a t t i t u d e  toward the war; whether 
I t  was t r u e ,  f o r  example, th a t  he would not f ig h t  u n t i l  " . . . h e  knew what 
the United States was f ig h t in g  f o r . " * *  The committee s p e c i f ic a l ly  queried  
Fisher on these p o in ts .
No one recorded the In te rv ie w  between the American Legion committee 
and Arthur F is h e r ,  but In  I t s  re s u lts  I t  d is t i n c t l y  resembled an I n t e r ­
rogation f a r  more than a " f r ie n d ly  Interchange o f  v ie w ."  F isher did  
t r y  to  convert the committee to  h is  p o in t o f  view on In te rn a t io n a l  Issues,  
but h is  arguments f a i l e d  to  appease his  In q u is i t o r s . * ^  The committee was 
In te re s te d  on ly  In  F is h e r 's  conduct and a t t i t u d e  In the months o f  May and
*5Ben W. B a rn e tt ,  S ta te  A d ju tan t f o r  the Executive Committee to  the  
Montana Board o f  Education, Ju ly  10, 1921, p. I .  In "C h ance llo r 's  
Memorandum," p. 10. In F ish er F i l e .
* * l b l d . . p. I I .
*^Arthur F is h e r ,  Personal Statem ent, "Documents," p. 8 . In F isher
F i l e .
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Juna, 1317.
Fo llow ing  I t s  Sunday a fternoon  meeting w ith  F is h e r , the American 
Legion committee composed a l e t t e r  to  the Montana Board o f  Education.
The Board was meeting In  Helena, not c o in c id e n ta l ly ,  the fo llo w in g  day. 
In  I ts  l e t t e r  to  the Board, the committee l is te d  f iv e  adm ission* a lle g e d  
ly  made by F ish er In  the course o f  I t s  meeting w ith  him . The Legion 
based I ts  charges on these "adm issions." They were:
1. That when [A rth u r F is h e r] subm itted h is  questionnai re 
on Jtme 5 th , 1917, he claim ed every le g a l ground o f  
exemption which he f e l t  the fa c ts  would w a rra n t,
2 . That h is  reason f o r  so doing was th a t  w h ile  he would 
not r e s is t  the d r a f t ,  he would not go to  war unless  
compelled to  do so , u n t i l  the U n ited  S ta tes  made a 
c le a r  statem ent o f  I t s  purposes In  the w ar, such as 
he contends were f in a l l y  embodied In  the fo u rteen  
p o in ts .
3 . That he d id  not d e f in i t e ly  remember the a t t i tu d e  o f  
the crowd during the "Terms o f  Peace" m eeting , but 
he d id  not b e lie v e  th a t they so conducted themselves 
as purported In  the  Chicago papers, and th a t he never 
made any p u b lic  d en ia l o f  the t ru th  o f  the charges 
contained In  the Chicago Tribune above-mentioned w ith  
re fe ren ce  to  the meeYTng.
4 . That he b e lie v e d  I t  was w ith in  h is  province In May 
and the e a r ly  p a r t  o f  June, 1917» and th a t I t  was 
the duty o f  each In d iv id u a l,  even a f t e r  war was de­
c la re d , to  determ ine fo r  h im s e lf the p ro p r ie ty  o f the  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  th is  country In  such w ar. That each 
In d iv id u a l has the  r ig h t  to  a id ,  o r  refuse to  a id .  In  
such war according to  h is  In d iv id u a l b e l ie f s ,  regard less  
o f  the a c tio n  o f  the Government under the c o n s titu t io n a l  
r ig h t  to  d ec la re  w ar. That he b e lie v ed  th a t I t  was h is  
province to  e x e rc is e  th a t  r ig h t ,  o r  a t  any tim e In  the  
fu tu re  I f  he b e lie v e s  the Government has not made a Just 
decis io n  In  d e c la rin g  w ar.
5 . That I f  the U n ited  S ta tes  should e n te r  the war In the 
fu tu re  w h ile  he was an In s tru c to r  In  a p u b lic  school 
th a t  he would so advise any o f  h is  p u p ils  seeking his  
a d v ic e .
This Committee Is  o f  the o p in io n  th a t  any person e n te r ta in ­
ing such views has not the  proper conception o f  the prim ary
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duty o f  a c i t i z e n  when h is  country Is a t  w ar, and th a t  to  
sub ject the youth o f  th is  s ta te  to  the In f lu e n c e  o f  h is  
teachings Is  to  perm it the undermining o f  the very foun­
dation  o f  our n a tio n a l s a f e t y . 18
The American Legion committee recommended th a t  the Board demand F is h e r 's  
res ig na tion  and. I f  he re fused , th a t  I t  dismiss him summarily. Led by 
S ta te  Commander C. Thomas Busha, J r . ,  the committee d e liv e re d  I t s  
l e t t e r  to  the Board o f  Education the next morning.
The Board had not expected the American Legion charges aga inst  
Arthur F isher when I t  convened f o r  I t s  q u a r te r ly  meeting Monday morning, 
July I I .  The main Item on I ts  agenda was to  consider a replacement fo r  
President C. H. Clapp o f  the Montana School o f  Mines In B u tte . Pres­
ident Clapp succeeded President Sisson a t  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  In  
Missoula. Pres ident Sisson resigned In  A p r i l ,  o s te n s ib ly  due to  a 
desire  to  teach aga in . I t  Is  probably , however, th a t  h is  d isgust w ith
Chancellor E l l i o t t  In  both the Levine and F ish er con trovers ies  a lso
19prompted h is  re s ig n a t io n .
The accusations aga inst F ish er complicated the Ju ly  meeting o f  the  
Board. The Board q u ic k ly  decided to  make I t s  d e l ib e ra t io n s  on the  
F is h e r  case " s t a r  chamber," which n a tu r a l ly  stunted newspaper accounts 
o f  the meeting. O f f i c i a l l y ,  the on ly  ac tio n  taken by the Board was to  
"rec e iv e "  f o r  In v e s t ig a t io n  the charges aga inst F is h e r ,  and to  request 
Chancellor E l l i o t t  to  present evidence on the case a t  the Board's Sep­
tember meeting.
The p la c id  swnmatIon o f  the meeting In the Board's Minutes con­
cealed a long and heated debate about the charges. The e n t i r e  executive
I^ B a rn e t t ,  American Legion l e t t e r .  In "C h an ce llo r 's  Memorandum," 
pp. 10 -13 . In F ish er F i l e .
^^G utfe ld , "The Louis Levine A f f a i r , "  p . 21 ,
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commlttee o f  the American Legion attended the meeting, as d id  Professor
F is h e r .  In f a c t ,  F ish er had h a s t i ly  composed a w r i t te n  statement fo r
the Board, and d e liv e re d  I t  p e rs o n a lly .  The n ig h t  o f  the meeting F isher
had eaten d inner a t  the home o f  Governor Dixon. The Governor and his
daughter t r i e d  to  persuade F ish er to  a tte n d  a p a r ty  a t  the Broadwater
Hotel th a t  evening Instead o f  the Board o f  Education m eeting, but he
20refused to  take t h e i r  adv ice . He In s is te d  on d e l iv e r in g  h is  w r i t te n  
statement In person.
F is h e r ’ s statement questioned the le g it im a c y  o f  the American 
Legion’ s In v e s t ig a t io n .  That the Board o f  Education would accept the  
Legion's accusation even fo r  examination appalled  him. He commented.
I t  Is  o f  course h ig h ly  proper to  take Informal cog­
nizance o f  any m atter r e la t i v e  to  u n iv e rs ity  In s tru c t io n  
o r  a d m in is tra t io n .  But to  perm it o f  In q u is i t io n  In to  
m atters o f  b e l i e f  o f  u n iv e rs ity  fa c u l ty  o r  school s t a f f ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  when not re la te d  to  the p a r t ic u la r  f i e l d  o f  
In s tru c t io n  o f  the teacher In q u es tio n , and to g ive  en­
couragement to  such heresy h u n t in g . . .b y  adm itting  th a t  I t  
forms a basis f o r  a formal h e a r in g . . . I s  co n tra ry  to  a l l  
p r in c ip le s  o f  academic Independence and personal f re e d o m .. . .
I t  Is  e n t i r e l y  con trary  to  the s p i r i t  and Idea ls  o f  Amer­
ican democracy, and Is  more n e a r ly  l i k e  the autocracy o f  the  
Germany before the war. '
A f te r  making c le a r  h is  view o f  the proceedings, F isher did attem pt to  
e lu c id a te  and J u s t i fy  h is  wartime b e l i e f s .  He b e l ie v e d , he w ro te , th a t  
America should have demanded d is s o lu t io n  o f  the E n ten te ’ s sec re t  t r e a ­
t ie s  as the p r ic e  o f  her p a r t ic ip a t io n  In the w ar. In t h e i r  p la c e ,  
America and her a l l i e s  could then have constructed a c le a r  statement 
o f  the war alms l a t e r  e labo ra ted  In the Fourteen P o in ts . He b e lieved  I t
^®Mrs. V i r g in ia  Dixon Dean to  a u th o r, July 17» 1969.
21 A rth u r F is h e r ,  Personal Statement to  the Board o f  Educatio  
Ju ly  I I ,  1921, "C h a n c e llo r ’ s Memorandum," p. 15. In F isher F i l e .
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was the r ig h t  and tha duty o f  an American c i t iz e n  to  work fo r  th is  
p o lic y ,  and a ls o  th a t  I t  would have had g re a t m il i t a r y  va lu e  In  
streng then ing  the m orale o f  the E n ten te . W ilson 's  f a i lu r e  to  secure  
open adoption o f  h is  p o lic y  by the a l l i e s  re s u lte d , F ish er thought. In  
the re p u d ia tio n  o f  the Fourteen P o in ts .* *
He exp la in ed  th a t a l t  o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i t i e s  In  the spring  
o f  1917 " . . .c o u ld  In  no way be construed as o b s tru c tio n  to  the pros­
ecu tion  o f  the w a r."  He sa id  th a t  fo r  the Terms o f  Peace meeting the  
Chicago A uditorium  was decorated w ith  f la g s , and th a t  the  e n t ir e  audience  
sang p a t r io t ic  sw igs. "
"Any newspaper s to r ie s  to  the c o n tra ry  are  abso lu te  fa ls e ­
hoods and were based on a com bination o f  the attem pt to  
c a p ita l iz e  [on] war h y s te r ia  and the b lin d  a t t i tu d e  th a t  
during the war terms o f  s e ttle m e n t should not even be 
discussed.
F ish er s u b s ta n tia te d  th is  by g iv in g  to  the Board a copy o f  a l e t t e r  re ­
f le c t in g  the Chicago Tribune charges. The l e t t e r  appeared In  the Tribune  
th re e  days a f t e r  the mass m eeting. I t  sa id  th a t  the audience sang p a t r i ­
o t ic  songs v ig o ro u s ly , and cheered expressions o f  p a t r io t ic  d evo tio n .
F is h e r 's  exp lan a tio n  o f  h is  exemption claim s are  In c o n s is te n t, 
which Is  rem arkable In  v iew  o f  h is  p rec ise  account o f  o th e r  m atte rs . 
F i r s t ,  he s a id , "Under the d r a f t ,  I am not w ho lly  c le a r ,  but b e lie v e  I 
checked o f f  a l l  p o ss ib le  grounds o f  exem ption." C le a r ly ,  th a t  would
* * lb |d . ,  p . 15.
* 3 | b l d . ,  p . 16.
24Mrs. K atherine Knowles Robbins and others  to  the Chicago D a lly
T rib u n e , May 2 8 , 1917, "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 44 . In F ish er
—
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InclwdA coAftet«ntloua o b je c tio n . He o b je c te d , he # # ld , to  the p o lic y  
o f  «ending tro o p * to  France befo re  « p a c if ic  war aim * had been s e t t le d  
upon. In the next paragraph, however, F ish er emphaslaed th a t he never 
we* a conftc len tlou* o b j e c t o r . *5
The appearance o f  d r a f t  c la im  legerdem ain w o rried  the Board o f  
Education. Board member Joseph V . Freeman from G reat F a l l *  In s is te d  on 
ye* o r  no answer* from F is h e r on two q u e s tio n *. F i r s t ,  Freeman asked 
I f  F ish e r had claim ed exemption as a conscientious o b je c to r  as w e ll as 
fo r  a physica l d e fe c t, f is h e r  re p lie d  In  the a f f i r m a t iv e .  Then Freeman 
asked the law teach er I f  he d id .  In  f a c t ,  have such o b je c tio n s , F ish er
t r ia d  to  e x p la in , but Freeman In te rru p te d  to  demand a yes o r  no answer.
F is h e r uncom fortably s a id , However, F is h e r la t e r  In je c te d  th a t
as he understood the qu estio n  on h is  d r a f t  r e g is t r a t io n ,  he had answer* 
ad I t  f a r l l y . * *
As a m atte r o f  f a c t ,  F is h e r d id  c la im  exemption as a conscientious  
o b j e c t o r , o n  p o l i t i c a l  ra th e r  than re lig io u s  grounds. H I*  d r a f t  board 
d id  no t a d ju d ic a te  the conscientious o b je c tio n  c la im  because h is  exemp­
tio n  fo r  a ph ys ica l d e fe c t rendered the o th e r c la im  sup erfluo us . The 
F ac u lty  Cwnmlttee on S e rv ic e , In  I t s  review  o f  the le g io n  charge th a t  
F ish er had "claim ed every le g a l ground o f  exemption which ha f e l t  the
fa c ts  would w a rra n t ,"  concluded th a t F is h e r " . . . d i d  what he had a leg a l
r ig h t  to  d o ."  I t  s a id .
^ V r t h u r  F is h e r , Personal Statem ent to  the Board o f  Education ,
J u ly  I I ,  1321, "C h a n c e llo r**  Memorandum," p . 16. In  F is h e r F i l e .
Z^M ls s o u lla n , J u ly  12, 1921, p . I
^ ^ S e le c tlv e  S erv ice  r e g is tr a t io n  records o f A rth u r F is h e r, Federal 
Record* C e n te r, General Serv ices  A d m in is tra tio n , Region 4 , A t la n ta ,  
G eorgia . C a rlto n  I .  Brown, Manager, to  a u th o r. May 14 , 1969.
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•« •C t« » r ly  th« #1#borat#  r u l« t  fo r  cxou^tlon from m i l i t a r y  
duty would not hav# been promulgated had I t  not Lean In te n ­
ded th a t  exemptions should b# claimed by those le g a l ly  en­
t i t l e d  t h e r e t o . , • «Heny d id  th is  and were n e i th e r  considered  
d is lo y a l  o r  s la c k e r * .  Some went beyond the f a c t s ,  but I t  
Is  not a l le g e d  th a t  Mr, f is h e r  d id  so, M d  th is  committee 
has no evidence th a t  he t r i e d  to  do so.^
Chancellor E l l i o t t  expressed doubt to  the Board about f is h e r 's  s in c e r i t y
In  regard to  the d r a f t  q u e s tlo n n a lre ,  but even he adm itted th a t
. . . t h e  outstanding fa c t  Is  th a t  th is  q u e s tio n n a ire  was 
d e a lt  w ith  by the proper c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t ie s ,  
and Mr. f is h e r  exempted from a c t iv e  m i l i t a r y  se rv ic e  on 
account o f  physica l d i s a b i l i t y .  The wisdom o f  reviewing  
these decis ions o f  the  a u th o r i t ie s  la  charge o f  the  
S e le c t iv e  S erv ice  Act may be s e r io u s ly  doubted .**
In h is  w r i t t e n  statem ent A rth u r  f is h e r  exp la in ed  to  the board th a t  
subsequently he d id  engage a c t iv e ly  In war work, won la rg e ly  by " th e  
g rea t %w>rds o f  VI Is o n ."  In h is  humble way he asserted th a t  h is  work 
fo r  the Sureau o f  War Risk Insurance was o f  " . . . t h e  very h ighest  
a f f i r m a t iv e  a s s i s t a n c e b u t  le t t e r s  o f  recommendation In d ic a te  th a t  
he d id  not exaggerate h is  w orth . The a s s is ta n t  to  the d i r e c to r  o f  
the bureau a t te s te d .  In  a l e t t e r  o f  recoRmendatlon, th a t  F ish er had 
an " e x c e p t io n a lly  t ra in e d  lega l m ind," th a t  he was " o r ig in a l  and In ­
dependent, ' th a t  h is  work fo r  the Bureau was " . . . o f  the h ighest c a l i ­
b e r ,"  and th a t  he would be o f  g re a t  ass is tance  In  any p o s it io n  r e q u ir ­
ing ' c l e a r  th in k in g  and p e rs is te n t  a p p l ic a t io n ."3* Another l a t t e r
^^"Flndlngs o f  f a c u l ty  Committee on S e rv ic e ,"  p. 6 .  In  f is h e r  f i l e .
^^Chancel lo r  t .  C, E l l i o t t ,  "C h a n c e llo r 's  Meet^orsndum," p . 2 ,  In  
f is h e r  f i l e .
^^Arthur f i s h e r .  Personal Statement Co the Board o f  Education , Ju ly  I I ,  
1321, "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p . 17. In F isher f i l e .
3 l s i l b e r t  Bettman, A s s is ta n t to  the D ire c to r  o f  the Bureau o f  War 
Risk Insurance, to  the S ta te  Department, A p r i l  2 3 , I31tt, In  C h a n c e llo r 's  
Memorandum," p . 18, In f is h e r  f i l e .
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t e s t i f i e d  to  F is h e r 's  " . . .c o m p le te  grasp o f  the problems presented ,"
and to  h is  " . . . a b i l i t y  and conscientious performance o f  du ty ,"^^
The la s t  to p ic  explored by F isher In h is  statement to  the Board
o f  Education was h is  a l le g e d  rad ic a lis m  on economic and p o l i t i c a l
m atters . This had nothing to  do w ith  the s p e c i f ic  Legion charges, but
everyth ing to  do w ith  the  foundation o f  the accusations against F is h e r .
His lo f t y  p r in c ip le s  are  ev id en t In  h is  conclusion:
. . . I  b e l ie v e  thoroughly In an extension o f  the p r in c ip le s  
o f  democracy to  Industry  and to  the general economic sphere.
I b e l ie v e ,  however, th a t  such an a t t i t u d e  Is  thoroughly con­
s e rv a t iv e  In the best sense o f  the word— conservât Ive  o f  the  
Idea l o f  American democracy, o f  e q u a l i ty  o f  o p p o rtu n ity ,  and 
o f  s o c ia l J u s t ic e . . . . [U ]n t1 1 persuaded by reason and f a i r  
argument o f  the e r r o r  o f  these views I In tend not merely to  
hold to  them ten ac io u s ly  but to  endeavor to  t ra n s la te  them 
In to  a c tio n  by any means co n s is te n t w ith  the p r in c ip le s  o f  
my profession and the r ig h ts  and du ties  o f  a f re e  American 
c i t i z e n . 33
in s p i te  o f  F is h e r 's  Impassioned conclus ion , the Board determined to  
continue I t s  d e l ib e ra t io n  on the law teacher a t  I t s  next meeting In  
September. Although he supported F is h e r ,  Governor Dixon was fu r io u s  
w ith  h is  young f r ie n d .  A Board member had asked F ish er I f  he approved 
o f  the C o n s t itu t io n  o f  the United S ta te s , and F ish er had answered th a t  
yes, he d id ,  but th a t  he thought the form o f  the B r i t is h  C o n s t itu t io n  was 
p re fe ra b le  to  A m erica 's . His answer w orried  several members o f  the  
Board, and I t  was the main reason the  Board voted to " re c e iv e "  the Legion
oL
charges.J
32C ol. H. N. Lord, Quartermaster General o f  the Army, to  A rthur  
F is h e r ,  A p r i l  2k,  1918. in "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 19. in F is h e r  
F i l e ,
^^Arthur F is h e r ,  Personal Statement to  the Board o f  Education, Ju ly  
I I ,  1921, "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 17. in F ish er F i l e ,
^^Mrs. V i r g in ia  Dixon Dean to  au th o r, Ju ly  17, 1969. (See a ls o  
P res iden t A l f re d  Atkinson to  C lapp, September 10, 1921. In F is h e r  F i l e . )
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Th« s ta te  press e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  p r in te d  every snatch o f  In f o r ­
mation about the Board o f  Education meeting th a t  I t  could g le a n . The 
executive  session n a tu r a l ly  Impeded the re p o r te rs , but I t  d id  not d e te r  
them. D is jo in te d  accounts o f  the Board meeting In d ic a te  th a t  the re ­
porters  hovered In the C a p ito l c o rr id o rs  outsldu the closed doors o f  
the Governor's conference room, and wrote t h e i r  a r t i c le s  from c o f fe e -  
break In te rv ie w s . As a r e s u l t ,  t h e i r  s to r ie s  are almost com ica lly  con­
fused, and th e r e fo re ,  so were the c i t iz e n s  o f  the s ta te  o f  Montana.
The news a r t i c le s  were m ild ly  amusing, but the e d i t o r ia ls  d e f­
i n i t e l y  were n o t ,  f o r  they h arsh ly  demanded an end to  F is h e r 's  ca reer  
as a teach er. Eacdt newspaper e d i t o r  e x tra c te d  a b i t  o f  In form ation  
about the Board o f  Education meeting th a t  appealed to  h is  b ia s ,  and 
emphasized I t  to  the exc lus ion  o f  o th e r  In fo rm a tio n . The Mlssou l Ia n  
and the Helena I ndependent played up the FTsher-Freeman exchange about 
conscientious o b je c t io n ,  and the fa c t  F is h e r  "watched the war from a 
swivel c h a i r . "  They a ls o  reported  th a t  Governor Dixon appeared to
-1Ç
support F is h e r .
W i l l  CmqpbelI, e d i t o r  o f  the Independent, a ls o  unearthed an a r t i c l e
36by Vice Pres iden t C a lv in  Coolldge In a magazine c a l le d  the  D e l In e a to r .  
E n t i t le d  "Enemies o f  the Republic: 'Are the Reds S ta lk in g  Our Collage
kkwnen?'", the a r t i c l e  mentioned the names o f  dozens o f  wen who had a 
rep u ta tio n  f o r  being r a d ic a l .  F is h e r 's  f a u l t  was th a t  he spoke to  the  
R a d c l l f fe  Radical C lub , and a l le g e d ly  made th is  statement*
^^M ls s o u lIa n , J u ly  13, 1321, p. 1.
3 6 " E d l t o r la l , "  Helena Independent, Ju ly  13* 1 *21 , p.
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A re v o lu t io n  which w i l t  put Ind ustry  In the hands o f  
tabor Is sure to  come, y e t  c h a r i ty  Is  necessary as a 
p a l l i a t i v e  In the In te rv a l  Just as h o s p ita ls  are  neces­
sary u n t i l  p re v e n ta t iv e  medicine Is developed, '
F isher subsequently denounced Vice President C o ll ld g e 's  quote as
" u t t e r ly  unfounded and f a ls e . "  He In s is te d ,
In a l l  discussion w ith  ra d ic a l labor I have never  
f a i l e d  to  make I t  p la in  t h a t ,  w h ile  1 might sympathize 
w ith  the p i t i f u l  c on d it ion  o f  much p ro p e r ty le s s , fa m ily -  
less , o fte n  Jobless and homeless labor and fe e l th a t  
the a t t i t u d e  o f  the e s ta b lis h e d  p a r t  o f  the community 
towards I t  was thoroughly wrong and u n -C h r ls t la n ,  th a t  
nevertheless I b e lieved  any t a lk  o f  v io len ce  o r  i l l e g a l ­
i t y  o r  sudden overturns was f u t i l e  and helped to  defeat  
the very ends o f  g re a te r  e q u a l i ty  o f  o p p o rtu n ity  and a 
wider d is t r ib u t io n  o f  happiness and p ro s p e r ity  which we 
had a t  h e a r t . 3°
The independent d id n o t ,  o f  course, p r in t  F is h e r 's  p r iv a te  r e fu ta t io n  
o f  the D e lin e a to r  a r t i c l e .  Indeed, th a t  F is h e r  had been c a l le d ,  by 
Im p lic a t io n ,  an "enemy o f  the re p u b lic "  by the Vice President o f  the  
United States le n t  c r e d i b i l i t y  to  the whole o f  the Independent's  a t ta c k  
on F is h e r.
The B i l l In g s  G azette  c a s tig a te d  the Board o f  Education f o r  holding  
an executive  session, but otherw ise w ith h e ld  Judgment. The Great F a l ls  
Tribu ne , a no tab ly  Independent newspaper, was more in tem perate . I t  s a id .
There Is one op in ion  th a t  the Tribune fe e ls  l ik e  
expressing, even be fo re  complete In form ation  Is  a t  
hand. Professor F i s h e r . . . I s  sa id  to  be managing on 
the s ide  a p u b lic a t io n  In Missoula which has been 
decidedly  ra d ic a l In I t s  opinions upK>n p u b lic  ques­
t io n s .  The board o f  education should on ly  need ten
37c a lv ln  Coolldge, "Enemies o f  the Republic: Are the 'Reds' S ta lk in g
Our College Women?", The D e lin e a to r  (June, 1921), p. 6 7 .
^^Arthur F is h e r ,  Personal Statement to  the Faculty  Committee on 
S e rv ic e , "Documents," p. 9 , In F is h e r  F i l e .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
—63**
minutes to  decide th a t  th is  s i tu a t io n  Is  not to  be 
t o l e r a t e d . . . . A  c o lle g e  professor w ith  a s ide  l in e  
Is a bum s tu n t .  This expression Is v u lg a r ,  but I t  
brings out what we have In  m ind.39
Even more rab id  was the response o f  the L iv ingston E n te rp r is e , a
notably dependent newspaper:
. . . [ W ] e  are  f i r m ly  convinced th a t  the people o f  Montana 
are s ic k  and t i r e d  o f  the constant harm being done to  
our s ta te  schools by the h a lf -b a k e d  th e o r ie s  and long 
h a ir  p a r lo r  Bolshevism o f  th is  young Missoula p ro fessor.
And we b e lie v e  th a t  the average Montanan fe e ls  th a t  
Fisher should be s ta r te d  toward Moscow or o th e r  f ie ld s  
on h is  general rep u ta t io n  as a mental l ig h t  w e igh t,  
loose tongued In s t ru c to r  who takes h im s e lf  too serio u s ­
ly and who belongs In  Greenwich V i l la g e  and not In 
Montana.. . . E I ] f  he Is perm itted  to  breath [ s ic ] a i r  
w ithout prison w a lls  a s in g le  minute o f  h is  T I f e  In 
th is  country [he] Is g e t t in g  more p r iv i le g e s  than he 
Is e n t i t l e d  to .  Just on h is  general rep u ta t io n  fo r  
d is tu rb in g  the peace. I f  fo r  nothing more, M r. F isher  
should be taken o f f  the s ta te  pay r o l l  as a co lle g e  
In s t r u c to r .40
At I t s  annual convention a t  the end o f  J u ly ,  the Montana S ta te  
Press A ssociation  applauded the American Legion executive  committee 
fo r  pressing charges aga in s t A rth u r F is h e r ,  But the ac tio n  o f  the 
Association In fu r ia te d  one Montana newspaperman. M iles  Romney o f  
Hamilton. Romney e d ite d  an independent weekly newspaper, the Western 
News. O rd in a r i ly ,  Romney was an e n th u s ia s t ic  Leg ionnaire . He hap p ily  
e x to l le d  American Legion a c t i v i t i e s  In column a f t e r  column o f  h is  paper, 
But he took angry exception to  the charges against A rth ur F is h e r. In 
an e d i t o r ia l  which the New Northwest re p r in te d ,  and which e v e n tu a l ly  
found I t s  way In to  the Facu lty  S erv ice  Committee's documents on the  
Fisher case, he asserted;
39Great F a l ls  T r ib u n e , Ju ly  13, 1921, p. 1, 
40Llv lngston E n te rp r is e ,  Ju ly  13, 1921, p. 4.
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. . .F o u r  thousand e x -s e rv ic e  men o f  Montana knew nothing  
o f  the [American Legion] a c tio n  and w i l l  repud ia te  I t  I f  
ever given an o p p o rtu n ity .  And the re s o lu t io n  Indorsing  
the ac tio n  o f  th is  committee was promulgated by a l i t t l e  
group o f  e d ito rs  and business managers o f  Anaconda Com­
pany c o n tro lle d  newspapers, masquerading as the "Montana 
S ta te  Press A ssoc ia tion ,
In a paragraph th a t  the New Northwest om itted from I t s  r e p r in t ,  Romney 
ascribed the a tta c k  on F ish er to  h is  e f f o r t s  as s e c re ta ry  o f  the New 
Northwes t  commun I t y  newspaper. Romney a ls o  claimed th a t  the re s o lu t io n  
to  In v e s t ig a te  F is h e r  was " . . . p u t  over a Legion committee o f  s ix  by a 
busy Butte law yer, c lo s e ly  connected w ith  the p o l i t i c a l  department o f  
the great Anaconda co m p an y ...,"  but he d id  not s u b s ta n tia te  t h is ,  f t  
appears. In f a c t ,  th a t  he delved as much In to  the realm o f  theory  
colored by h is  own suspicions as did the Independent, Enter p r is e , and 
Missoullan e d ito rs  whom he opposed. The rea l force  behind the Inves­
t ig a t io n  o f  F ish er was M artin  J , Hutchens, who did have connections  
w ith  the Anaconda Company, but whose motives were p r im a r i ly  personal.  
Nevertheless, Romney was the on ly  s ta te  e d i t o r ,  o th er  than the New 
Northwest* s , to  a l lu d e  to  the  ro le  o f  the M lssoulI an In the American 
Legion charges aga in s t F is h e r .  The conclusion o f  h is  Incensed e d i t o r ­
ia l  was ra th e r  e loquent:
U n iv e rs ity  professors must be men, u n a fra id  to  take except­
ion; they must be men o f  s treng th  and I n i t i a t i v e  ready and 
eager to  take Issue w ith  one a n o th e r - -o r  even w ith  the Mlss­
oul I an I They must not be tho ug htless , c r in g in g  members o f  
nwBl The s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty  Is  once more the fo o tb a l l  o f  p o l­
i t i c s .  Let us keep I t  out o f  the m ire . F isher stands fo r  
academic freedom. F i r e  F ish er and the foes o f  a .g r e a t  f re e  
u n iv e rs i ty  w i l l  cut another notch In the s t i c k . *2
^*"Academlc Freedom, Not F is h e r ,  the Is s u e ,"  The Western News, 
Ham ilton, Mont. (Ju ly  28 , 1921), p. 4 .
42|bld.
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The World War Veterans and the Montana Federation o f  Labor a lso  
supported F is h e r , *3  but otherw ise he had few defenders.
^^Vernon, B u i le t ln ,  p. 159.
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CHAPTER V
A rth u r  F isher agreed w ith  M iles  Romney th a t  h is  ordeal was a 
c la s s ic  case o f  academic freedom under f i r e .  In e a r ly  August he wrote  
about his  case to  Professor Morton J .  E lro d , w ith  whom he had l iv e d  
throughout the school y e a r . Professor Elrod a lso  p a r t ic ip a te d  In e x t r a ­
c u r r ic u la r  jo u rn a lis m  as e d i t o r  o f  a monthly Montana education magazine, 
the In te r-M ounta In  Educator. Most important to  F ish er In August o f  1921, 
however, was th a t  Dr. Elrod was chairman o f  the U n iv e r s i ty 's  F acu lty  
Committee on S erv ic e , which reviewed complaints aga inst fa c u l ty  members. 
The s e rv ic e  committee convened a t  the request o f  e i th e r  the a d m in is tra t io n  
o r  a fa c u l ty  member, under the auspices o f  the C hancellor o f  the U n iver­
s i t y  and the S ta te  Board o f  Education. F ish er fo rm a lly  requested Dr.
E lrod to  assemble the committee, which he c h a ire d , fo r  the purpose o f  
reviewing the American Legion a l le g a t io n s  and the e a r l i e r  M lssoulIan  
Independent a t ta c k s .*
Professor Elrod custom arily  spent h is  summers w ith  h is  fa m ily  and 
w ith  associates a t  the U n iv e r s i ty 's  Yellow Bay B io lo g ic a l S ta t io n  on 
Flathead Lake. F is h e r 's  l e t t e r  to  Yellow Bay t e l l i n g  o f  heresy hunts 
and academic d isgrace d isrupted  the serene and m a jes tic  F lathead scene.
D r. Elrod understandably hoped he could postpone the fa c u l ty  In v e s t i ­
g a t io n  o f  the F ish er a f f a i r  u n t i l  September, when he would put the  
B io lo g ic a l S ta t io n  and the beauty o f  Yellow Bay behind him f o r  another  
y e a r .
*E lrod  to  Clapp, August 31 , 1921. In F isher F i l e .
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A l e t t e r  from the new pres id en t o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  C, H, 
Clapp, exploded h is  hope. P res ident Clapp apologized f o r  In te r ru p t in g  
E lro d 's  summer, but In s is te d  th a t  the charges aga inst F isher requ ired  
immediate a t te n t io n .  Speed was Im p e ra tiv e , he s a id ,  fo r  the s e rv ic e  
committee to  complete I t s  In v e s t ig a t io n  p r io r  to  the mid-September 
meeting o f  the Board o f  Education. Pres ident Clapp feared th a t  any 
delays would re s u lt  In  unrest and In e f f ic ie n c y  In the Law School. D r.  
Elrod re p l ie d  to  the p res id en t th a t  he would re tu rn  to  Missoula as q u ic k ­
ly  as p o s s ib le .  He d id  not conceal h is  disappointment; "Have no g re a t
2
Joy In the business presented, but we w i l l  wade through."
A rthur F is h e r ,  meanwhile, continued b u s ily  to  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  and 
seek supporters fo r  the September showdown. He spent p a rt  o f  the summer 
v i s i t i n g  h is  fa m ily  In Chicago, but d is tance did not d e te r  him from 
communicating w ith  many Montanans about his  case. Far b e t te r  fo r  him 
I f  he had w r i t te n  nr, one, fo r  he had an uncanny a b i l i t y  to  i r r i t a t e  even 
h is  f r ie n d s .  Possibly  I t  would have been b e t te r  fo r  him on ly  I f  h is  
profession meant more to  him than his p r in c ip le s .  I t  d id  no t.
Before leav ing  f o r  Chicago, F ish er met w ith  a member o f  the Board 
o f  Education, A. J .  V io le t t e  o f  M issoula . V io le t t e  suggested th a t  the  
Board o f Education would b e n e f i t  from a b r i e f  statement about academic 
freedom by P res iden t Clapp a t  I t s  meeting. F is h e r ,  o f  course, thought 
th is  was a f in e  suggestion, and he e a g e r ly  passed I t  along to Pres ident  
Clapp In a l e t t e r  from Chicago. As usual, however, F isher f a i l e d  to  
accommodate. I f  on ly  w ith  words, to  the s e n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  h is  s u p e r io r .  
His f i r s t  l e t t e r  to  the new pres id en t was, to  be sure . Innocuous and
2 |b ld .
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even gracious In  essence, but somehow I t  aroused the antagonism o f  
Pres iden t Clapp. i t  Is Impossible to  know why. Possib ly  Pres ident  
Clapp found the conclusion to  the l e t t e r  from F ish er s l ig h t ly  patron­
iz in g :
I t  seems to  me th a t  th ere  should not be g rea t d i f f i ­
c u l ty  In separa tin g  the Issues o f  my views on the war 
o r  In te rn a t io n a l  a f f a i r s  In general from th a t  o f  f r e e ­
dom o f  op in ion In the U n iv e r s i ty .3
Perhaps he Just f e l t  a personal avers ion to  the young pro fessor. In
e i t h e r  case, the p res id en t scrawled on the bottom o f  F lsh er*s  l e t t e r :
"Troublemaker— not going to  t o l e r a t e l "  C lapp's reac tio n  was c r u c ia l ,
f o r  I t  sharp ly  cut F is h e r 's  chances f o r  exoneration by the Board o f
Education.
In P res ident C lapp 's  rep ly  to  F is h e r 's  l e t t e r ,  he s a id  he would 
attend  the meeting o f  the Board In  September, and th a t  he would g la d ly  
present h is  views on academic freedom to the Board. He did not say, 
however, what h is  views were. He did reveal to  F ish er h is  growing 
disapproval o f  him:
i must confess th a t  my a t t i t u d e  toward your value as 
a teacher has changed g r e a t ly  during the la s t  th ree  
weeks. You understand th a t  whereas I am In sympathy 
w ith  your prim ary alm s, I do not approve o f  your methods 
o f  a t ta in in g  them. I t  Is  p e r fe c t ly  obvious th a t  you 
have through your methods created a g re a t  deal o f  op­
p o s it io n  and tro ub le -m ak in g , which Is  not con s is ten t  
w ith  e f f e c t iv e  teach ing .
I am th e re fo re  requesting the Serv ice  Committee o f  the  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  to  make a rep o rt  to  me and to the Chan­
c e l l o r  and the S ta te  Board o f  Education regarding your 
e ffe c t iv e n e s s  as a teacher and w ith  regard to  the p a r t ­
ic ip a t io n  o f  the fa c u l ty  In p a r t is a n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as your 
p a r t ic ip a t io n  In newspaper work seems to  me to  b e .*
^F isher to  C lapp, Ju ly  2 8 , 1921. In F is h e r  F i l e ,  
^Clapp to  F is h e r ,  August 10, 1921, In F ish er F i l e .
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Professor F is h e r  responded w ith  a long, exp lanatory  l e t t e r  some- 
v^a t s im i la r  to  the one he had sent to  C hance llo r  E l l i o t t  In March.
In  th is  l e t t e r  F is h e r  asserted  th a t  the a t ta c k  on him was a c tu a l ly  an 
a t ta c k  on the U n iv e r s i ty ,  a s i tu a t io n  the a d m in is tra t io n  should not 
t o le r a t e .  He exp la in ed  th a t  he had consulted c lo s e ly  w ith  P res iden t  
Sisson on every a c t io n  he had taken during the y e a r ,  and had attempted  
to  consu lt w ith  C hancellor E l l i o t t .  He argued th a t  a u n iv e rs ity  which 
r e s t r ic te d  I t s e l f  o r  I t s  fa c u l ty  to  p u re ly  non-contentIous problems 
rendered but a f r a c t io n  o f  I t s  p o te n t ia l  se rv ic e  to  the people o f  the  
s t a t e .  As he had In the l e t t e r  to  Chancellor E l l i o t t ,  he pointed out 
examples o f  fa c u l ty  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  c o n tro v e rs ia l  m atters a t  o th e r  
u n iv e r s i t ie s .  In  th is  case, the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  W isconsin's Professor  
John R. Commons, who proposed a program o f  remedies fo r  unemployment 
f o r  the s t a t e .  Furtherm ore, F ish er argued, no m atte r how undesirable  
and troublesome h is  actions  seemed to  parts  o f  the community (the  
M ls s o u lIa n ) , they neverthe less  a t t r a c te d  f r ie n d s  f o r  the U n iv e rs ity  In 
o th e r  a re a s , among the farmers and la b o re rs ,  fo r  example. Even I f  there  
were no such assets In  h is  case, thought F is h e r ,  should not a person 
" . . .c o n t in u e  forward so long as the a c tio n  I t s e l f  Is  r lght?"^  F isher  
may have been In s u f fe ra b le  to  some people, but he obviously was a p r in ­
c ip le d  man.
But a p r in c ip le d  man, l i k e  M o l le re 's  misanthrope, might accomplish 
very l i t t l e  f o r  a l l  o f  h is  Id e a ls .  F ish er re a l iz e d  t h i s ,  and he respon­
ded w ith  much concern to  P res iden t C lapp 's suggestion th a t  h is  teaching  
methods a l ie n a te d  h is  s tu d en ts . He In s is te d  th a t  he knew o f  few
^F isher to  C lapp, August 16, 1921. In F ish er  F i l e ,
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d i f f l c u l t f e s  In h is  re la t io n s h ip s  w ith  h is  law students except In  
regard to  the Legion charges, and po ss ib ly  In connection w ith  h is  
adoption o f  th ree  unpopular teaching methods which the law fa c u l ty  
" . . . h a d  agreed were r ig h t  In  p r in c ip le ,  o r  a t  le a s t  not Improper to  
ad o p t."  These three  measures he l is t e d  as h is  requirement o f  n o te -  
ta k in g  as a co n d it io n  o f  tak in g  f in a l  exam inations; h is  re fusa l to  
admit students to  le c tu re s  I f  they had not read t h e i r  cases, and h is  
thoroughgoing a p p l ic a t io n  o f  the Langdell case system. F isher s ta ted  
th a t  In regard to  the f i r s t  o f  these measures, n o te - ta k in g .  Dean Leaphert 
o f  the Law School had to ld  him In the spring th a t  he hoped to  have the  
e n t i r e  law fa c u l ty  adopt " . . .s o m e  uniform  plan In the same d i r e c t io n ,"  
which would, o f  course, support F is h e r 's  a c t io n .  However, F isher  
devoted most o f  h is  defense to  J u s t i fy in g  h is  use o f  the Langdell sys­
tem. He s a id ,
. . . I  have always found th a t  the most 'p o p u la r ' law teacher  
w ith  the students Is  the one who lays down the law most 
dogm atica lly  and makes the le a s t  use o f  what to  my mind 
Is the rea l case system, th a t  I s ,  the  mere development o f  
the fa c ts  and the s e t t in g  fo r th  o f  a l t e r n a t iv e  propositions  
o f  law out o f  which the student Is  required  to  phrase his  
own leg a l p ro p o s it io n s . The dogmatic statement Is  f a r  the  
e a s ie r  task  both f o r  teacher and s tu d e n t, and th e re fo re  
most popular w ith  a l l  but the a b le s t  s tudents . But I do 
not consider I t  as va lu a b le  a lega l o r  mental t r a in in g ;  and 
In as much as the thoroughgoing Langdell system has not been 
f u l l y  ap p lied  by the o th e r  members o f  the law fa c u l ty  I t  has 
seemed to  me d e s ira b le  fo r  a t  le a s t  one teacher to  use I t ,  
even a t  the expense o f  student p o p u la r i ty .  I had not thought 
th a t  student p o p u la r i ty  was the te s t  o f  the e f f e c t iv e  teach er.
I r e c a l l  L a n g d e ll 's  own experience a t  Harvard when a t  one 
tim e he had no more than fo u r  o r  f iv e  s tu d e n ts --b u t he was 
r e a l ly  the g re a te s t  teacher and leader In . le g a l  education  
any American law school has y e t  produced.
In s p i te  o f  h is  rigorous teaching methods, F ish er f i r m ly  b e lieved  th a t  h is
* l b l d .
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r« l« tto n s h ip s  w ith  h is  mtudant# w *r#  *'mo#t c o r d ia l ,"  a t  le a s t  u n t i l
Hutchens s t i r r e d  up the American Legion. He agreed w ith  P res iden t
C lapp th a t  u n p o p u la rity  was not an a s s e t, but then denied th a t  he was
very  unpopular. But h is  conclusion was alm ost p la in t iv e ,  e s p e c ia lly
fo r  A rth u r F is h e r , He s a id ,
. . .P le a s e  b e lie v e  th a t  I am not unmindful o f  the d e s ir ­
a b i l i t y  o f  avo id in g  unnecessary f r ic t io n  and o f  removing 
o p p o s itio n  and any form o f  c r i t ic is m  o f  the U n iv e rs ity —  
c o f ^ t l b l e  w ith  what seems to  me the very  b ig  p r in c ip le  
in  the  c a s e .'
In  h is  l e t t e r  to  P res id en t Clapp F is h e r enclosed M iles  Romney's
e d i t o r ia l  as I t  was re p rin te d  In  the New N orthw est, and he a ls o  enclosed
a comment about h is  case th a t had appeared In  the New Republic the same
day he w rote  h is  l e t t e r  to  C lapp. The New Republic a r t i c le  condemned
the emergence o f  the American Legion as a " . . . s o r t  o f  super-censor o f
p a t r io t ic  m o r a l i ty ,"  a ro le  marked by I t s  appearance a g a in s t A rth u r
F is h e r o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . The magazine made I ts  o b je c tio n s  to
the  Legion q u ite  c le a r :
. . .T h is  Is  a c le a r  case In  which the American Legion 
assumes th a t  I t s  fu n c tio n  Is  to  a c t as an e x tr a - le g a l o r  
s u p e r-le g a l a u th o r ity — and I t s  p o s itio n  Is  as Im possible  
In  a general conception o f  c i v i l  r ig h ts ,  as I t s  censor­
ship  o f  education  Is  In to le r a b le .  As to  M r. F is h e r 's  
In te re s t  In  th e  movement to  secure a d e f in i t io n  o f  war 
alms from the A l l ie d  and A ssociated P o w e rs ...d o  even the  
m aster minds o f  the  American Legion deny th a t the war 
%M»u1d have been shortened I f  M r. W ilson 's  p o l i t ic a l  o f ­
fe n s iv e  had s ta r te d  In  Mayy 1917, Instead  o f  e ig h t  months 
l a t e r ,  and th a t  the  e rro rs  o f  V e rs a ille s  would have been 
avoided I f  the U n ited  S ta tes  had thus e a r ly  described and 
ob ta in ed  acceptance o f  the cause fo r  which she was f ig h t in g .
In  terms s p e c i f ic a l ly  ab ro g atin g  the s e c re t t r e a t ie s ? *
Ib id .
^ 'Tha Week", New R ep u b lic , (Aug, 17, 1 92 1 ), P* 2,
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W99 probably th a  o n ly  o f  A rth u r F j$ h *r  th a t  dl»cw*#ed th *
American Laglon charge* a lo n a . I t  would have boon d i f f i c u l t ,  o f  coursa, 
f o r  a New York w r i t e r  to  a s c e rta in  th a t  the accusations had been I n s t i ­
gated by someone o th e r  than a le g io n  o f f i c i a l  fo r  reasons o th e r  than  
p a tr io t is m . Montanans knew I t ,  and no newspaper o f^ p u b lic  o f f i c i a l  In  the  
s ta te  discussed the  case w ith o u t s tre s s in g  F is h e r 's  M issoula newspaper 
a c t iv i t i e s  ra th e r  than h is  peace terms advocacy. But F is h e r 's  e a s te rn  
(k fe n d e rs  were unaware o f  the  nuances o f  th e  case.
The young law p ro fe ss o r a ls o  enclosed In  h is  l e t t e r  to  P res id en t 
Clapp a l e t t e r  from Charles W. I I l o t ,  P res ld en t-E m erltu s  o f  Harvard  
U n iv e rs ity . F ish er appended to  I t  the  remark th a t  s in ce  P res iden t  
I I t o t  was " . . .g e n e r a l ly  regarded a *  the dean o f  American h ig h er edu­
c a t io n ,"  P res id en t Clapp m ight va lu e  h is  o p in io n . The form er Harvard  
p re s id e n t s a id .
W hile I d isagreed th e n , and s t i l l  d is a g re e , w ith  the  
p o lic ie s  you were advocating In  th e  s p rin g  o f  1917 In  
respect to  American a c tio n  In  the W ar, I do not see th a t  
th e  op in ions you then h e ld , and presumably s t i l l  h o ld .
J u s t ify  any a tta c k  on you as a P ro fessor o f  Law In  the  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana.
. . . I f  tlte  p resent a u th o r it ie s  a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Mont­
ana knew how much the a u th o r ity  and In flu e n c e  o f  s ta te  
u n iv e rs it ie s  have been damaged In  our country by p o l i ­
t ic a l  In flu e n c e *  brought to  bear on Boards o f  Trustees  
o r  f a c u l t ie s ,  they would pay no a t te n t io n  to  the re p re ­
s e n ta tio n s  o f  the American Legion on your case. Perhaps 
th a t I *  too much to  expect In  the  S ta te  o f  Montana, where 
the L e g is la tu re  has been accustomed to  y ie ld  to  the  wishes 
o f  pow erful In d u s tr ia l  co rp o ra tio n s  and to  temporary pop­
u la r  Im pulses.
You a re  welcome to  show th is  l e t t e r  to  P res iden t C lapp,
I f  you would l ik e  to  do s o .*
P res id en t Clapp was no t p laased w ith  the r e f le c t io n #  o f  the d is t in ­
guished Harvard e d u c a to r, nor by any aspect o f  F is h e r 's  lengthy l e t t e r .
^Charles W. I I l o t  to  F is h e r ,  August 10, 1921, Copy to  P res iden t  
C lapp , August Id ,  1921. In  F is h e r  F i l e .
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On th# c o n tra ry ,  the l e t t e r  In fu r ia te d  him. A week before  the Board 
6 f  Education was to  meet to  conclude the F is h e r  case, Clapp returned  
a scath ing l e t t e r  to  F is h e r .  He s ta te d  th a t  he hod been In fluenced  
In  h is  low Judgement o f  F is h e r 's  teaching methods on ly  by members o f  
the law school f a c u l t y ,  by two o r  th re e  o th e r  members o f  the U n iv e rs ity  
s t a f f ,  and by
" . . .s o m e  law school students who may have been 'seen* by 
those $ *o  ymi s ta te  a re  determined to  break up the develop­
ment o f  any t r a d i t io n  o f  academic freedwm a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  
o f  M o n ta n a , , . , "
He made h is  complaints about F is h e r 's  "methods" more s p e c i f ic ,  although
h is  remarks p e rta in e d  not In  the le a s t  to  classroom p o l ic ie s :
. . .W i t h  regard to  your methods. I t  a t  le a s t  appears th a t  
you b e l ie v e  you can best accomplish th is  aim by a l ly in g  
y o u rs e l f  w ith  ' la b o r *  leaders and by a t ta c k in g  the 'cap­
i t a l i s t , *  th a t  Is  you are assuming a p a r t is a n  a t t i t u d e  
which Is  Just as u n f a i r  and absurd as th a t  held  by those 
whom you a t ta c k  e v e r  was.
P res ident Clapp a ls o  w rote  th a t  the charges aga in s t the Anaconda Company 
In  the Western News e d i t o r i a l  by M iles  Romney were as absurd as any 
M Issoullan charges e v e r  le v ie d  aga inst F is h e r .  He sa id  he could not 
b e lie v e  th a t  F ish er o r  academic freedom were under a t ta c k  by the Com­
pany, although he agreed th a t  Hutchens " . . . w i l l  do h is  best to  prevent  
the estab lishm ent o f  another newspaper In M is s o u la . . . . " * ^  Both Pres­
iden t Clapp and P rofessor F ish er made the e r r o r  o f  equating the p o l ic ie s  
and mot I vas o f  the Anaconda Company w ith  those o f  M a rt in  J .  Hutchens 
w ith o u t q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  The q u a l i f i c a t io n  In  the F ish er case th a t  Clapp 
and F is h e r  overlooked consis ted  In the very personal hate  by Hutchens 
f o r  F is h e r .  O bviously , the Company had nothing to  do w ith  F is h e r 's
^®Clapp to  F is h e r ,  August 16, 1921. In F ish er F i l e ,
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Thanksglvlng bad manners, nor could I t  e f fe c t  Hutchens* outraged  
response. Not even the Company could do th a t .
P re s id e n t Clapp In d ig n a n tly  defended Hutchens a g a in s t F is h e r'S  
suggestion th a t  he would d estro y  academic Independence I f  he co u ld .
I t  should be noted th a t  M a rtin  d . Hutchens was Indeed a respected , 
w e ll l ik e d  man In  M isso u la , and th a t  h is  e d i t o r ia ls  g e n e ra lly  were 
f a i r l y  Independent fo r  a Company e d i t o r . * *  P res id en t Clapp s a id  he 
would no t blame Hutchens fo r  using the same methods on F ish er th a t  
F is h e r had used on him In  h is  February meeting a t  Union H a l l .  TTiat was 
the  meeting a t  which F is h e r spoke o f  the ta c t ic s  used a g a in s t advocates 
o f  the community newspaper. I t  appears from P res id en t C lapp 's  con­
fus io n  o f  cause and e f fe c t  In  the  p u b lic  u tteran ces  o f the newspaper 
an tago n is ts  th a t  he was unaware o f  Hutchens' a ttac k s  on F ish er In  Decem­
b e r , two months p r io r  to  F is h e r 's  on ly  p u b lic  mention o f  M a rtin  d . H ut­
chens. M oreover, the  o n ly  re p o rt o f  F is h e r 's  February remarks possessed 
by P res id en t Clapp was the one composed by Hutchens fo r  onm o f  h is  s u r­
r e p t it io u s  dispatches to  C h an ce llo r E l l i o t t .  Mien P res iden t Sisson
shewed the re p o rt to  F is h e r e a r l i e r  In  th e  y e a r , he c a lle d  I t  "s e r io u s ly
12In e x a c t ,"  e s p e c ia lly  In  I t s  l a n g u a g e . I t  Is  sa fe  to  assume. In  any 
case, th a t  Hutchens' account was n o t f re e  from b ia s .
**M a rtln  J . Hutchens' son, John K, Hutchens, worked fo r  the MIssoul la n  
In  the e a r ly  tw e n tie s . He re c a lls  th a t  " . . . I t  enjoyed a d is t in c t  degree  
o f autonomy, even w h ile  I t  was regarded as a Company paper. [H is w a s ], 
according to  [M rs. H utchens), the o n ly  Company paper In  the s ta te  to  present 
D r, L e v in e 's  s id e  o f  the s to ry  In  1913. {John K. Hutchens to  a u th o r, Ju ly  
10, 1969) .  The Company f i r e d  Hutchens In  1927. He then conducted a v ig ­
orous anti-Company e d i t o r ia l  p o lic y  fo r  the  Montana Free Press In  B utte  
u n t i l  h is  death In  1929.
**"Remarks o f A rth u r F is h e r a t  Union H a ll M e e tin g ,"  February, 1921, 
(P e n c ile d  comment In  the margin signed " A .F ,"  and "Return to  C h a n c e llo r ." )
In Montana A rch ives .
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P res iden t Clapp agreed w ith  F ish er th a t  many d is t in g u ish ed  edu­
cators  Invo lved themselves In  "contentious a c t i v i t i e s ,  but " . . . d o  
not do I t  by extreme p a r t is a n s h ip ,  In s in u a t io n s , o r  grand stand plays  
such as your own methods appear to  make use o f . "  P res ident Clapp a ls o  
c i te d  two statements made by F ish er In a p r iv a te  conference In  Helena 
w ith  members o f  the a d m in is tra t io n ,  which demonstrated h is  undesira­
b i l i t y  as a teacher In C lapp 's  eyes. President A lf re d  Atkinson o f  
Montana S ta te  College o f  Bozeman reminded Pres ident Clapp o f  F is h e r 's
13remarks In  a l e t t e r  In which he advised th a t  F ish er should be dismissed. 
Pres ident C lapp, In  tu rn ,  reminded F ish er  o f  the statem ents, even using  
President A tk inson 's  wording. At the Helena conference, which fo llow ed  
the Ju ly  meeting o f  the Board o f  Education, the ad m in is tra to rs  suggested 
to  Professor F is h e r  th a t  he r e t i r e  from the U n iv e rs ity  s t a f f  to  ca rry  
on h is  "crusade" unhampered by the U n iv e rs i ty .  F ish er apparen tly  re ­
p l ie d  th a t  a p o s it io n  on the  U n iv e rs ity  s t a f f  helped him gain  h is  ends. 
President Clapp po inted to  th is  as evidence th a t  to  F isher the "good 
o f  the U n iv e rs i ty  Is o f  a secondary n a tu re ."  In the second o f fe n s iv e  
answer, F ish er  ap p aren tly  J u s t i f i e d  to  the a d m in is tra to rs  a remark he had 
made to the Board o f  Education about the f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  the United S tates  
government by saying th a t  he was more concerned w ith  the Impression his  
answer would make upon h is  f r ie n d s  In  the East than w ith  the op in ion o f  
the Board o f  E d ucation .*^  A rth u r  F is h e r  never acknowledged having made 
these statem ents, nor d id  he c o r re c t  t h e i r  In te r p r e ta t io n  by the two 
p re s id e n ts . They continued to  ran k le  w ith  P res ident Clapp.
In h is  August l e t t e r  to  P res iden t Clapp, F ish er had declared th a t
*3p res ld en t Atkinson to  Clapp, September 10, 1921. In F ish er F i l e ,  
*^Clapp to  F is h e r ,  September 14, 1921. In F isher F i l e .
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the rea l Issue In hts case was whether o r  not teachers " . . .m ig h t  be 
gotten  r id  o f  by successful a g i t a t io n  fo r  t h e i r  r e m o v a l R a t h e r ,  
according to  the p re s id e n t ,  " . . . I t  should not be possib le  fo r  I n e f f i c i e n t  
teachers to  s h ie ld  themselves behind the screen o f  'academic fre e d o m .'"
I t  was u n fo r tu n a te ,  sa id  the p re s id e n t ,  th a t  tro u b le  arose In regard  
to  F is h e r ,  because " . . . I t  Is bound to  c o lo r  any ac tio n  th a t  Is  taken  
by the S ta te  Board o f Education w ith  regard to your e f f ic ie n c y ."  Pres­
iden t Clapp said th a t  f o r  th a t  reason he would recommend to  the Board 
th a t  F is h e r  should not be dismissed a t  le a s t  Im m ediately, but th a t  h is  
con tra c t should not be renewed unless " . . .m a rk e d  change Is ev iden t In  
your teaching methods and general a t t i t u d e . "  President Clapp's la s t  
paragraph In d ic a te d  to  F ish er very p re c is e ly  his  e v a lu a t io n  by Clapp,
I f  he had not a s c e rta in ed  h is  a t t i t u d e  from the previous remarks:
From what I can lea rn  o f  your teaching th ere  Is an ap­
parent lack  o f  system In your methods. You evade d ir e c t  
qu es tio n s , and In  a ttem pting  to  merely present the fa c ts  
o f  a case you leave the student w ith  no d e f in i t e  con­
c lu s io n s . This leads some o f  the students to doubt your 
knowledge o f  the sub jects  you are  teach in g , and n a tu r a l ly  
lessens t h e i r  confidence In your a b i l i t y .  As to  your 
re q u ir in g  note books as a c o n d it io n  o f  tak in g  f in a l  exam­
ina tion s  and o f  not a llo w in g  students to  come to lec tu res  
w ith ou t having read t h e I r  cases I presume th a t  you have 
learned the va lue  o f  both these things by what Is  reported  
to  have been your own procedure during your la s t  s ix  months 
a t  Harvard when you d id  not a tte n d  classes re g u la r ly  but 
spent your time reading reports  and lega l magazines. Some 
o f  the students a ls o  charge you w ith  being e r r a t i c ,  antagon­
i s t i c ,  s a r c a s t ic ,  con ce ited , condescending and ta c t le s s .
Frankly I must agree w ith  them to  some e x te n t fo r  I t  seems 
to  me, as I have w r i t te n  to  the S erv ice  Committee, as I f  
I t  would be Impossible fo r  you to  lay  aside l ik e  an over­
coat your t a c t le s s ,  e r r a t i c ,  a n ta g o n is t ic  one-sided person­
a l i t y  and what ap p e a rs .to  me your lack  o f  Judgment when you 
e n te r  the c lass room,'
'^ F is h e r  to  Clapp, August 16, 1921. In F ish er F i l e .  
^^Clapp to  F is h e r ,  September 14, 1921. In F isher F i l e .
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Hutchens* f la n k  a t ta c k  on F is h e r  had worked b e a u t i f u l ly .  F is h e r 's  
two superio rs  In the U n iv e rs i ty  b e lie v e d  f i r m ly  by la te  summer th a t  
F ish er had nothing to  recommend him as a te ac h e r. Yet the two admin Is^  
t r a to r s  had met w ith  the  law teacher on ly  once, a f t e r  the Ju ly  Board 
o f  Education meeting In Helena. Two men In a b e t te r  p o s it io n  to  e v a l ­
uate F is h e r 's  competence, former P res iden t Sisson and Dean Leaphart o f  
the Law School,emphasized to  the Facu lty  Service Committee F is h e r 's  
" . . .e n th u s ia s m . I n i t i a t i v e ,  and high teaching Id e a ls ,"  President Sisson 
adm itted th a t  F ish er had "some weaknesses," as a teacher which could be 
assessed p r im a r i ly  to  Inexp erience .
Pres ident Clapp disagreed w ith  h is  predecessor's  opinion o f  Pro­
fess o r  F is h e r .  In h is  l e t t e r  to  Professor E lrod asking fo r  an Inves­
t ig a t io n  by the Facu lty  S erv ice  Committee, he asked the committee to
review In p a r t ic u la r  " . . .P r o f e s s o r  A rth ur F is h e r 's  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  as a
18teacher In view o f  h is  w e l l  known tendencies as a tro u b le  maker."
F ish er had a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  Pres ident Clapp might reach th is  conclu­
s io n , and had warned him aga in s t I t .  His warning on ly  Increased C lapp 's  
I r r i t a t i o n  w ith  him. F isher had s a id ,
The remedy [ to  my s i tu a t io n ]  seems to  me to  make I t  c le a r  
once and f o r  a l l  th a t  members o f  the fa c u l ty  o f  the U n iv e r­
s i t y  o f  Montana cannot be go tten  r id  o f  by successful a g i ­
ta t io n  f o r  t h e i r  removal— or the same end a t ta in e d  by the  
e qu a lly  e f f e c t iv e  but more bu btie  device o f  continuously  
s t i r r i n g  up tro u b le  aga in s t them u n t i l  the Impression has 
been created  th a t  they are ' t ro u b le -m a k e rs ' ,  and should 
th e re fo re  be removed. I f  academic freedom means anything,
I t  should mean freedom from one form o f  coercion as much as 
the o th e r ;  and when the more d is re p u ta b le  and Insid ious
^^Sisson to  CommIttee on S e rv ic e ,  September 10, 1921. "Documents," 
In F ish er F i l e .
*®Clapp to  E lro d , August 10, 1921. In F ish er F i l e .
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method Is used o f  a ttem pting  to  In ju re  a man's teaching  
e f fe c t iv e n e s s ,  I n a t u r a l ly  fe e l  th a t  the teacher Is  e n t i t l e d  
to  the even more vigorous and u n fl in c h in g  support o f  the  
u n iv e rs i ty  e x e c u t iv e s .
But P res iden t Clapp had a lread y  formed h is  op in ion: the brash young
lawyer was a t ro u b le  maker.
P ro fessor E lro d , chairman o f  the s e rv ic e  committee, questioned
P res iden t Clapp In regard to  the source and meaning o f  a label such
as " tro u b le -m a k e r ,"  He w rote  a chid ing l e t t e r  to  Clapp requesting
more In form ation ;
The committee wishes you to  g ive  some s p e c i f ic  Instances  
o f  h is  tro u b le  making, so I t  may have something to  work 
6n^ Such a general and sweeping statement should be 
accompanied by d e f in i t e  complaints o r  charges to  be In ­
vestig a ted ,^®
Elrod added th a t  the s e rv ic e  committee a ls o  would In v e s t ig a te  F is h e r 's
a s so c ia t io n  w ith  the New Northw est, In compliance w ith  C lapp's request.
P res iden t Clapp r e p l ie d  to  the s e rv ic e  committee th a t  he was not
knowledgeable on the d e ta i ls  o f  F is h e r 's  troub le -m aking , which was why
he asked the committee to  rep o rt  on I t ,  But he said  I t  was obvious
th a t  t ro u b le  attended Professor F is h e r ,  He c i te d  several examples:
. . . T o  say nothing o f  h is  t ro u b le  before  coming to  Montana 
there  has been In  the la s t  y e a r ,  I ,  h is  a f f a i r  w ith  the 
S ta te  Teachers Association  a t  B i l l in g s ;  2 ,  h is  general un­
p o p u la r i ty  w ith  the law school students w ith  consequent 
th reaten in g  o f  s tudent s t r ik e s ;  3 ,  h is  tro u b le  w ith  the  
M Issoullan and Helena Independent; and 4 ,  h is  tro u b le  w ith  
the American Legion.
I t  seems to  me th a t  these fa c ts  In d ic a te  a lack o f com­
mon sense and understanding— and a lack  o f  Judgment which 
I do not b e lie v e  he can e n t i r e l y  lay  o f f  when he enters  the
^^Flsher to Clapp, August 16, 1921, In F ish er F i l e ,  
^^Elrod to  Clapp, August 31 , 1921. in F isher F i l e .
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c lass  room. I t  Is perhaps not the fu n c t io n  o f  the Service  
Committee to  determ ine whether o r  not he Is g u i l t y  o f  tro u b le  
making but to  determine whether o r  not h is  e r r a t i c  antagon­
i s t i c  p e rs o n a l i ty  and lack o f  judgment do fo l lo w  him In to  
the c lass room w ith  consequent In e f fe c t iv e  te a c h in g .2*
The S erv ice  committee Immediately began c o l le c t in g  statements and 
evidence on the American Legion charges, on F is h e r 's  teaching e f f ic ie n c y  
on h is  r e la t io n  to  the New Northw est, and on h is  trouble-m aking. Pro­
fesso r F is h e r  f i l e d  w ith  the committee M iles  Romney's e d i t o r i a l  from 
the Western News, the Item from the New Republic , a copy o f  the l e t t e r
he had w r i t te n  to  Chancellor E l l i o t t  In March, and the le t t e r s  o f  rec ­
ommendation from his wartime superiors  In the Bureau o f  War Risk In su r­
ance. The committee received another te s t im o n ia l fo r  F isher from Dean 
Robert Mors^ Lovett o f  the English department a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  C hi­
cago. Dean Lovett had d ire c te d  the Chicago Terms o f  Peace meeting In  
1917 f o r  which F ish er served as s e c re ta ry .  He defended the p a t r io t i c  
nature o f  the meeting;
. . .T h e  suggestion made by c e r ta in  newspapers th a t  a p a r t  
o f  the audience took advantage o f  the occasion fo r  a 
d is lo y a l  demonstration was e n t i r e ly  unfounded; and I t  
was answered by correspondents o f  the papers In question ,
one l e t t e r  I remember being by Mrs. Mary H, W llm arth . I
never knew o f  any c r i t ic is m  d ire c te d  aga inst me by the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago. I am s t i l l  connected w ith  the  
I n s t i t u t io n  as p ro fessor o f  E n g lis h , although a t  present 
on vaca tio n .
Dean L o v e tt 's  l e t t e r  re fu te d  a Helena Independent as s e rt io n  th a t  he had 
been f i r e d  by the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago f o r  h is  a c t io n s . Another l e t t e r
^^Clapp to Committee on S e rv ic e , September 2 , 1921. "Documents,"
In F is h e r  FI le .
^^Dean Robert Mors Lo vett  to  A rth u r  F is h e r ,  August 2 ,  1921, (copy 
to  C hance llo r  E l l i o t t  from F is h e r ,  September 6 ,  1921). In "C h an ce llo r 's  
Memorandum," p. A3.
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în the C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum on the A rth u r F isher case re fu ted  the  
Chicago Tribune d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the Terms o f  Peace meeting as unpat­
r i o t i c .  F ive  women who had attended the meeting wrote to  the TrIbune  
a f t e r  I t  published I t s  erroneous account, and In s is te d  th a t  the "e n t l r e
audience rose and sang "America" w ith  the g re a te s t  enthusiasm and th a t
21the s ing ing was fo llow ed by vociferous app lause,"
The s e rv ic e  committee, upon re c e ip t  o f the above le t t e r s  and a f t e r  
con s idera tio n  o f  the American Legion charges, m ethodica lly  re fu te d  them 
one by one. F i r s t ,  the committee noted th a t  no one, not even the Legion, 
a lle g e d  th a t  F is h e r  went beyond the fa c ts  In h is  exemption c la im s. His 
r e la t io n  to  the S e le c t iv e  Serv ice  should be a closed In c id e n t ,  concluded 
the committee, s ince his  d r a f t  board had s e t t le d  the case In 1917 In
o i l
accordance w ith  the law and the fa c ts .
The second American Legion charge was th a t  F ish er would not f ig h t  
unless compelled to  do so u n t i l  the United S tates  announced I t s  purposes 
f o r  f ig h t in g .  The s e rv ic e  committee answered th a t  F is h e r 's  p o s it io n  
was not s u rp r is in g  s ince P res iden t Wilson had been e le c te d  on ly  seven 
months e a r l i e r  on the pledge to  keep the country out o f  war. Moreover, 
the committee pointed out th a t  not even the American Legion thought 
th a t  F ish er would have re s is te d  the d r a f t  u n la w fu l ly .  The th i r d  Legion 
charge concerned the v e r a c i ty  o f  the Chicago Tribune account o f  the Terms 
o f  Peace meeting. The committee b a re ly  s t i f l e d  I t s  scorn o f  th is  charge. 
I t  w ro te , " I t  Is  d i f f i c u l t  to  see hew a man's f a i lu r e  to  deny p u b lic ly  
a newspaper s to ry  should be ground fo r  d is m is s a l ."  The committee did  
p o in t ou t th a t  F isher had denied th a t  the meeting was u n p a t r io t ic ,  and
^^Mrs. Katherine Knowles Robbins and others  to  the Chicago D a lly  
T r ib u n e , May 28, 1917, "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 44. In FTsher F i l e .
^^"Flndlngs o f  Facu lty  Committee on S e rv ic e ,"  p. In F ish er  F i l e .
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th a t  h !s  d en ia l was corroborated by the l e t t e r  from Dean Lovett and
25by the l e t t e r  o f  c o r re c t io n  to  the Chtcage T r ib u n e ,
The fo u rth  American Legion statem ent accused F ish er o f  b e l ie v in g
th a t  ' ' . . . e a c h  In d iv id u a l has the r ig h t  to  a id  o r  refuse to  a id  (w ith in
the l im i t s  o f  the la w ) .  In  such war according to  his  In d iv id u a l b e l i e f » , . , , * *
The committee c a l le d  th is  charge merely an " . . .a c a d e m ic  discussion o f  a
th e o re t ic a l  q u e s tio n ;"  a statement regarding a man's b e l te fs  ra th e r  than
his  a c ts . A s l i g h t l y  s a rc a s t ic  question again revealed the committee's
a t t i t u d e  toward the le g io n  a l le g a t io n s :
. . . I f  Mr. f is h e r  did  not take h is  academic qu ibb le  about 
" r ig h t s ’* s e r io u s ly  enough to  v io la t e  the law o r  r e s is t  
the d r a f t ,  why should any one e ls e  squander time four  
years a fte rw ard  In g iv in g  I t  serious consideration?^®
The f i f t h  charge o f  the American Legion executive  committee In  I t s
"statem ent o f  fa c ts "  s a id  th a t  I f  the U n ited  S tates entered war In  the
fu tu r e .  Professor F is h e r  would advise students o f  h is  b e l i e f  I f  they
sought h is  a d v ice . The s e rv ic e  committee p a t ie n t ly  answered th a t  the
students would have to  seek out F ish er  to  ob ta in  h is  opinion In  such
a case, and th e re fo re  the advice would not be Imparted In the classroom.
F is h e r 's  r ig h t  to  s ta te  an op in ion ou ts id e  the classroom, expla ined the
committee, was " . . . n o  more than the r ig h t  one man has to t e l l  another
h is  personal views on a p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t io n . . .and I t  should not be denied
to  a teacher any more than to  anyone e ls e .  Tlie committee concluded
I t s  con s idera tio n  o f  the American Legion charges w ith  a statement o f
support fo r  F is h e r .  I t  w ro te ,
^ 5 'T ln d ln g s ,"  Committee on S e rv ic e , p . 7 . In  F is h e r  F i l e ,  
2 & lb ld . ,  p. 8 .
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. . . ( F i s h e r ]  ac ted  w ith  s in c e r i t y  and courage. In  accor­
dance w ith  the law , a n d . . .w i t h  a marked degree o f  p a t r io t is m .
We have no evidence th a t  he attempted to  evade o r  v io la te  
any law , o r  m isrepresent any f a c t . . . . h e  was d is q u a l i f ie d  
f o r  m i l i t a r y  duty by reason o f  physical d i s a b i l i t y . . . .
We th e r fo r e  f in d  no ground f o r  d ism issal In  the fa c ts  
and charges presented by the American Legion.
Before considering any f u r th e r  complaints aga inst A rth u r  F is h e r ,  
the committee agreed to discuss the conditions  under which a teacher  
might be discharged b e fo re  the end o f  h is  contracted term . In connect­
ion w ith  th is  q u e s tio n , the  coem lttee  queried  former pres iden t Sisson 
about t*ie na tu re  o f  the U n iv e r s i ty 's  c o n tra c t w ith  F is h e r .  Sisson 
re p l ie d  th a t  F is h e r 's  apjiolntment and h is  appointment n o tic e  from the 
U n iv e rs ity  s p e c i f ie d  a d u ra t io n  o f  one y e a r .  Uowever, sa id  Sisson, ad­
m in is t r a t iv e  memorandum 100 e x p l i c i t l y  provided f o r  a minimum term o f  
two years fo r  the I n i t i a l  appointment o f  p ro fessors . Therefore, the  
U n iv e rs ity  c le a r ly  Intended F is h e r 's  appointment to  continue fo r  two
y e a rs , which was why the a d m in is tra t io n  approved the reappointment In
2âA p r il  o f  IS 2 I w ith o u t q u estio n .
In view o f  P res iden t S isson 's  s ta tem ent, the serv ic e  committee 
concluded th a t  a suspension o f  F is h e r  In  September required a ree ls  Ion 
o f  a former a c t io n  o f  the a d m in is tra t io n ,  w ith ou t fa c ts  o th e r  than the 
American Legion com plaint to  J u s t i f y  the ree l slew. A September sus­
pension, s a id  the com mittee, would be j u s t i f i e d  only hy charges th a t  
were " . . . v e r y  weighty a n d . . .v e r y  s e r i o u s . T h e  American Legion complaint 
did  not meet th a t  c r i t e r i o n ,  according to  the conm lttee . Perhaps President
* 7 |b ld . ,  p . 10
^^Slssoo to  Committee on S e rv ic e ,  "Sopt&mber 3 ,  1921, "Documents," 
p. 13. In f is h e r  f i l e .
*9 fa c u 1 ty  Committee on S o rv lc e , " f in d in g s ,"  p. I2a« In F ish er F i l e ,
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Ctapp*s suspic ion th a t  F is h e r 's  " tro ub le-m ak ing" Impaired his  teaching  
e f fe c t iv e n e s s  would, upon exam ination , prove to be very w eighty and very  
s e r io u s .
The In v e s t ig a t io n  o f  F is h e r 's  teaching e ffe c t iv e n e s s  proved to  be 
a com plicated ta s k . The committee had to  assess h is  knowledge and a b i l i t y ,  
the e f f e c t  o f  h is  p e rs o n a l i ty  on the law students , the a lle g e d  expression  
o f  h is  economic and p o l i t i c a l  v le^s to  his  s tuden ts , and the e f f e c t  o f  
h is  support fo r  the New Northwest on h is  p ro fess ion a l d u t ie s .  For th is  
aspect o f  I t s  In v e s t ig a t io n  the committee depended on the testimony o f  
P res iden t Sisson, Dean C. U. Leaphart o f  the Law School, and on the law 
students themselves.
In regard to  A rth u r  F is h e r 's  knowledge and a b i l i t y ,  Sisson said  
he r e l ie d  on the judgment o f  Dean Leaphart, In  wliom he professed f u l l  
confidence. He noted th a t  Dean Leaphart had recommended In A p r i l  a con­
s id e ra b le  Increase In  s a la ry  fo r  Professor F is h e r .  Sisson added th a t  
F ish er d id  have "some weaknesses as a te a c h e r ,"  but they d id  not J u s t i fy  
In h is  opin ion any a c t io n  aga in s t him. Moreover, he s a id ,  they " . . .w e r e  
probably the weaknesses o f  youth and Inexperience and are l i k e l y  to  be 
overcome.*'^®
Dean Leaphart tended to agree w ith  Sisson. He said  th a t he recom­
mended F ish er fo r  reappointment In  A p r i l  because his  f a i lu r e s ,  . . . I f  
such he has made, have been due to  lack  o f  judgment ra th e r  than anything  
e ls e .  He po inted  out th a t  no f a u l t  could be found w ith  F is h e r 's  s c h o la r­
s h ip .  In h ts  op in ion  F is h e r 's  leg a l knowledge was on a par w ith  the  
" . . . b e t t e r  t ra in e d  law students from our leading law schools who have had
^®SIS3on to  Committee on S e rv ic e , Sept. 3 ,  1321, 'Documents,' p. 18, 
In F is h e r  F i l e .
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0 c e l le s *  0duc«tlon  preceding t h e i r  law t r a i n i n g . "^1
For th# «nost p a r t  n a lth a r  d id  th e  law students  question  the knowledge 
and a b i l i t y  o f  th e  c o n s t! tu t lo n a l law te a c h e r. The s e rv ic e  committee 
canvassed the o p in io n  o f  th e  students  w ith  a q u e s tio n n a ire  In  regard  
to  P ro fessor F is h e r . Twenty-'six o f  fo r ty * tw o  law students returned the  
q u e s tio n n a ire  to  th e  com m ittee. A c o e ^ lla t lo n  o f  the re tu rn s  In d ic a ted  
th a t  e ig h te e n  o f  th e  students  re p lie d  fa v o ra b ly  w ith  respect to  F is h e r 's  
knowledge and a b i l i t y .  Two re tu rn ed  un favorab le  responses, and one 
claim ed to  be d o u b tfu l o r  n e u t r a l . * *
The law students reversed t h e i r  op in io n  o f  P rofessor F ish er as f a r  
as h is  p e rs o n a lity  was concerned. Only fo u r men In d ic a te d  th a t  they
lik e d  h is  parsemai t t y .  and s ix te e n  students s a id  they d id  not I lk a  him
33p e rs o n a lly , Mo one claim ed to  be n e u tra l In  regard to  A rth ur F is h e r.
Dean Leaphart adm itted  th a t  F is h e r had a rem arkable cap ac ity  to  arouse
antagonism when he le a s t  Intended t o ,  and idien he was q u ite  unconscious
o f  having done so . The Dean a ls o  e xp la in ed  the a t t i tu d e  o f  the law
students and some causes fo r  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y :
.««(kte reascm fo r  the personal antagonism Is  th a t he has 
not y e t learned th a t  our students expect to  be tre a te d  
l ik e  grown up «ten, and respond best to  such tre a tm en t.
One o r  two v io la t io n s  o f  th is  a t t i t u d e ,  such as sanding a 
student from c la s s  room f o r  la c k  o f  p re p a ra tio n , s t i r r e d  
up h o s t i l i t y  In  o th e r  than the o ffe n d e r . C u ttin g  remarks 
w ih t no Idea o f  the fa c t  th a t  they were c u tt in g , have added 
to  the flam es . In  s h o r t ,  the  personal antagonisms come 
from very  sm all th in g s  and a re  caused by the manner o f
)*Dean C. V . Leaphart to  Committee on S e rv ic e , September 10, 1921. 
'^ D o c u m e n ts p . 2 0 . In  F is h e r  F i l e .
^^Summary o f  O pinions o f  Twenty S ix  Students o f law . In  the  Case o f  
A rth u r F is h e r , Committee on S e rv ic e , September, 1921. In F ish er F i l e .
33 Ib id .
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« e t ins fa th e r  than th# a c t l t * # i f . . . . *  bel lav# the  
personal d ls l l k a  w i l l  be las# w ith  th# ba&lnnlng o f  
th# f a l l  term than I t  was a t  the c lose o f  the spring .
Dean Leaphart a ls o  ex p la in ed  a cause fo r  the s tudents ' d is l ik e  o f  
F is h e r 's  teach ing , i'm b#l laved th a t  F is h e r  f a i le d  to  r e s l l z #  th a t  
student# needed . .soowthing to  work from.** Th# average student 
f e l t  too o f te n  th a t  h# learned nothing in h is  hour In th# classroom,
Th# Oean thought the problem stem<mad from F is h e r 's  .c a rry in g  to  
•xtremos th# Idea o f  having the student work his  re s u lts  out fo r  him­
s e l f . ' '  Cm# o r  two o f  th# very  best s tu d en ts , however, were among those 
who l ik e d  Professor f is h e r 's  methods.
Kor# serious than F is h e r 's  unpopu larity  w ith  h is  students was th#  
question o f  whether he had In je c te d  h is  personal economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  
b e l ie f s  In to  classroom d iscu ss io n , as the M Issoullan  end the Helena 
Independent had a l le g e d .  The Law School Association  had denied th is  
a l le g a t io n  e a r l i e r  In  the y e a r .  Th# law schcol students d id  so again  
in  response to  the s e rv ic e  committee q u e s tio n n a ire . Th# s e rv ie  «com- 
m ltt# e  summary s ta te s  th a t  the  students were unanimous In  t h e i r  defense
9C
o f  F isher on th a t  p o in t .
TTi# la s t  question fo r  tlw» committee to  consider In connection w ith  
Professor F is h e r 's  e f f ic ie n c y  as a teacher was th# e f f e c t  o f  h is  assoc­
ia t io n  w ith  the ïiew Northwest  on hts pro fess ion a l d u t ie s .  Dean Leaphart 
bel laved th a t  F is h e r 's  connection w ith  the newspaper was detr im enta l to  
the Law School and to  the U n iv e r s i ty ,  he f e l t  th a t  the Law School and
S^Leaphart to  Committee on S e rv ic e ,  Sept. 13, 1921, "Documents,"
P. 20 , In F ish er F i l e .
^^Summery o f  Opin ions, Committee on S e rv ic e . In  F isher F i l e .
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th« In te re s t  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  should precede In  f is h e r 's  p r io r i t ie s
the  w e lfa re  o f  the newspaper, but th a t  F is h e r lo s t  s ig h t o f  th ls ,^ ^
P res id en t Sisson s a id  th a t  he never saw any reason to  o b je c t to  F is h e r 's
a c tin g  as an o f f ic e r  o f  the e x e c u tiv e  board o f  the newspaper. Indeed,
thought S isson,
. . .F is h e r  has exe rc is ed  a most b e n e fic e n t and adm irable  
in flu e n c e  upon I t  ever s ince  he was connected w ith  I t :
He has In s is te d  upon th e  h ig h es t standard o f  newspaper 
e th ic s ,  e s p e c ia lly  in  personal m atters ; he has discouraged  
and opposed a l l  e x c e s s iv e ly  ra d ic a l o r  re v o lu tio n a ry  te n ­
dencies. For a l l  t h is ,  In  my Judgment, he deserves noth­
ing but c r e d i t .
O bviously , Sisson and Leaphart d isagreed to  an e x te n t as to  the p ro p rie ty  
o f F ls h e r*s  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  the  New Nor t hwest. But n e ith e r  o f  them even 
h in te d  th a t P rofessor F is h e r neg lected  h is  classes to  devote more tim e  
to  the paper.
The s e rv ic e  committee th e r fo re  agreed th a t F is h e r 's  e f fo r ts  In  
b e h a lf o f  the New Northwest d id  not Im p air h is  e f f ic ie n c y  as a te ac h e r. 
The committee p o s ite d  th a t  even I f  F is h e r 's  r e la t io n  to  the newspaper 
had been harm ful to  the  U n iv e rs ity  In  the op in ion  o f  the a d m in is tra tio n , 
the re la t io n  n everth e less  would not J u s t ify  d is m is s a l, s ince h is  actions  
v io la te d  no s t a f f  d ir e c t iv e  and s ince  he had f u l l y  Informed Pres iden t 
Sisson and C h ance llo r E l l i o t t  o f  h is  a c t iv i t i e s .  The s e rv ic e  committee 
f l è t l y  s ta te d  th a t  F is h e r 's  support fo r  the New Northwest d id  not con­
s t i t u t e  an a c t iv i t y  w ith  which the a d m in is tra tio n  could le g ltm a te ly  In t e r ­
fe re  In  any way. In  an a s id e , and w ith  an eye to  F is h e r 's  c r i t i c s ,  the
^^Leaphart to  Committee on S e rv ic e , Sept. 10, 1321, "Documents," 
p. 20 , In F is h e r F i l e ,
^^Slsson to  Committee on S e rv ic e , S ep t. 3 , 1921,
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committee emanber» o f f i c i e l  ly  dl#c1#lmed eny f in e m c l**  o r  o th e r  connection  
w ith  the  ho rth vw et» end they s tressed th a t  th e t r  In te re s t  was confined  
to  the p r in c ip le s  Involved In the case.^^
The s e rv ic e  coeamittee a lso  concluded th a t  Pres ident Clapp’ s fears  
about f i s h e r #  e f f ic ie n c y  were unfounded. In  s p i te  o f  the  r e la t iv e  un- 
p o p u la t iry  o f  F is h e r 's  teaciiing isethods and h is  p e rs o n a l i ty .  In  any 
case, the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  some In e f f ic ie n c y  * on f is h e r 's  p a r t  c e r ta in ly  
would not J u s t i fy  the U n iv e rs i ty  In  breaking i t s  co n tra c t w ith  the pro­
fe ss o r.
The s e rv ic e  committee than reviewed the la s t  general complaint 
which n ig h t  re q u ire  the re le a s e  o f  the law p ro fesso r. That was Pres­
ident C lapp 's  a s s e rt io n  th a t  F is h e r  was a troub le -m aker. The committee 
had a lread y  dispensed w ith  the Aqwrlcan Legion charges and w ith  F is h e r 's  
a lle g e d  t ro u b le  p r io r  to  h is  coming to  Montana, In regard to  f is h e r 's  
ro le  a t  the S ta te  Teacnors' Convention In  B i l l in g s ,  the committee found 
th a t  the In c id e n t  had been ’* . . ,m o r«  o r  less colored and magnified In  
the press,' th a t  I t  was " r e g r e t t a b le ,"  and th a t  I t  " . . .d o u b t le s s  {would} 
never occur a g a in . '  F is h e r 's  t r o u b le ' w ith  the D a l ly  MTsuoulfan and the 
helena Independent probably ware due, thought the committee, to  the fa c t  
th a t  f is h e r  a ided In  the estab lishm ent o f  a r iv a l  newspaper. F in a l ly ,  
the committee found no evidence o f  student s t r ik e s  In the law sci>oo1.
In the questionnai re a few students had expressed an In te n t io n  to avoid  
e n ro l l in g  In  F is h e r 's  c la s s e s , but the committee could f in d  no Inform ation  
th a t  a " s t r ik e "  had been threatened by any students as President Clapp 
had suggested. The commlttee th e re fo re  summarized I t s  conclusions In
F in d in g s ,"  p . 2 0 ,  In  F is h e r  F i l e ,
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regard to  the F is h e r  case:
We have now disposed o f  a l l  the points  and Items 
presented In the l e t t e r  o f  Mr. F ish er and the two 
l e t t e r s  o f  P res ident Clapp. Taking a l l  the evidence  
In to  c o n s id e ra tio n , we see no v a l id  reason fo r  term­
in a t in g  the c o n tra c t  o f  Mr. F is h e r ,  as Is  e v id e n t ly  
p ro p o s ed .3 ^
A rth u r  F is h e r 's  fu tu re  w ith  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  was now In the  
hands o f  President C lapp, C hancellor E l l i o t t ,  and the Board o f  
Education.
3 9 "F In d In g s ,"  p. 21 , In F is h e r  F i l e .
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CHAPTER VI
The Montana Board o f  Education norm ally convened four times a year  
to  d i r e c t  and to  review the operations o f  the various u n its  o f  the Univ­
e r s i t y  o f  Montana. I t  devoted o n e -h a lf  o f  I t s  second meeting In 1921,
In  J u ly ,  to  a con s idera tio n  o f  American Legion charges against A rth ur  
F is h e r .  In September, I t  devoted most o f  I t s  meeting to  the same case.
The Board met Monday morning, September 17. Governor Dixon p re ­
sided a t  the meeting, and S ta te  Superintendent o f  Schools May Trumper 
kept a sketchy record o f  I t .  Other Board members In attendance Included  
John D ie t r ic h  o f  Helena, a p r in c ip a l ;  Frank El l e i ,  a D i l lo n  merchant; 
W h it f ie ld  W. Spain o f  G a l la t in ,  a graduate o f  Montana S ta te  College and 
a farm er; Judge Sidney Sanner o f  B utte ; James W. Freeman, a former United  
States a t to rn e y  from Great F a l ls ;  Charles H. Foot, a lawyer and a F l a t ­
head County farm er; Robert C. Line o f  Columbus, a graduate o f  Montana 
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  and Harvard U n iv e rs ity ;  W elling ton  Rankin, the A ttorney  
General o f  Montana; and A, J ,  V io le t t e  o f  M issoula , whom Governor Dixon 
considered " . . .o n e  o f  the most l ib e r a l  men In western Montana." In f a c t ,  
Governor Dixon considered the whole board as " . . . t h e  most l ib e r a l  minded" 
the s ta te  had ever had.*
The Board disposed o f  ro u tin e  business In the morning and turned  
to  the A rth u r F ish er case In  the e a r ly  a fte rno on . Before discussion began, 
C h ance llo r E l l i o t t  d is t r ib u te d  copies o f  the "Memorandum re the American
^Governor Joseph M. Dixon to  S, R. Logan, a t  th a t  time Superintendent  
o f  Schools In H ard in , Montana, October 5 ,  1921. ( in  the possession o f  
S. R. Logan, C harlo , Montana).
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Leçilon Charges Against A rth u r F is h e r ,"  which had been assembled by h is  
o f f i c e .  The Memorandum presented the conclusions o f  the Facu lty  Com­
m it te e  on S e rv ic e , and the documentary evidence th a t  had accompanied the  
s e rv ic e  committee re p o r t .  I t  a ls o  contained two s ig n i f ic a n t  ad d it io n s  
to  the s e rv ic e  committee m a te r ia l .  The f i r s t  was the C h an ce llo r 's  "gen­
e r a l  comment" on the case, the f i r s t  and on ly  p u b lic  statement made by 
the C hancellor In regard to  the storm th a t  had raged about the professor  
fo r  most o f  the y e a r .
The C hance llo r commented th a t  a s a t is fa c to r y  adjustment o f  the  
s i tu a t io n  c reated  by the American Legion charges had been Im possible. He 
ascribed  th is  to  " . . . t h e  uncompromising a t t i t u d e  o f  mind d isp layed by Mr. 
F is h e r ,"  although I t  would seem th a t  on ly  F is h e r 's  res ig na tion  could have 
adjusted the s i tu a t io n  to  the s a t is fa c t io n  o f  the American Legion. Of 
course, F is h e r 's  res ig n a tio n  would have solved Chancellor E l l i o t t ' s  and 
the Board's d i f f i c u l t i e s  In the case, but th a t  would have been a demean­
ing s o lu t io n  fo r  the p ro fe s s o r . N everthe less , the Chancellor thought
th a t  F ish er was most uncooperative . He w ro te .
I t  would appear th a t  he Is  much more In te re s te d  In c re a t in g  
a mock dram atic  s i t u a t io n ,  w ith  h im se lf  as the c h ie f  a c to r ,  
than In performing co n sc ien tio u s ly  h is  designated du ties  
In the U n iv e rs i ty  and In cooperating to  the f u l l e s t  possib le  
ex ten t f o r  the u p -b u lld in g  o f  the In s t i t u t io n .
With respect to  the American Legion charges the Chancellor sa id  th a t  most 
"normal minded c i t i z e n s "  would support the Legion charges. He f e l t  th a t  
the Legionnaires r i g h t f u l l y  resented governmental employment o f  any man
who " . . . c a v i l e d  w ith  le g a l t e c h n ic a l i t ie s "  to  avoid s e rv ic e ,  o r  who de­
bated p o l i t i c a l  a b s tra c t io n s  a t  home Instead o f  serv ing his  country a c t iv e ly .
^General comment. C hancellor E l l i o t t ,  "Memorandum re the American Legion 
Charges Against A rthur F is h e r ,"  p. 1, In F is h e r  F i l e .
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6u t In  s p l ta  o f  F ls h o r 'a  " . . . a t t i t u d e  o f  s u p e rc il io u s  s u p e r io r i ty  In  mat­
te r s  o f  lo y a l ty  and p a t r io t is m ,"  the C hance llor urged the Board to  n o tic e  
th a t  the prime question ra ised  by the American Legion charges was the  
c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  a fa c u l ty  member fo r  h is  p r iv a te  opinions and b e l ie f s .
The C hance llo r s ta te d  u n eq u iv o c a lly , fo r  <xice, th a t  the fundamental w e l­
fa r e  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  could not be conserved I f  any a u th o r i ty  Imposed 
a r b i t r a r y  r e s t r ic t io n s  upon the b e l ie f s  and opinions o f  teach ers . He 
added,
. . . I f  the Board o f  Education should determine upon a p o lic y  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h i s ,  then I t  may be doubted whether o r  not 
the s ta te  o f  Montana can ever develop a U n iv e rs ity  worthy 
o f  the confidence o f  those who view c i v i l i z a t i o n  and pro­
gress as a constant search fo r  t r u t h . *
This warning p e rta in e d  In the F ish er case, sa id  the C h an ce llo r , because 
no one had accused F is h e r  o f  any unlawful o v e r t  a c t .  Therefore  the 
Legion cwnplalnts a g a in s t him remained In the realm o f  theory .
The C hancellor b e lie v e d  th a t  the question o f  whether a fa c u l ty  mem­
ber should be perm itted  to  serve " . . . I n  an a c t iv e  capacity  w ith  a p a r t i ­
san n ew s p a p e r .. ."  was more fundamental to  the w e lfa re  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  
than the charges o f  the American Legion. C hancellor E l l i o t t  d id  not th in k  
F is h e r  had th a t  r ig h t .  I f  I t s  exerc is e  would subvert the la rg e r  In te re s ts  
o f  the U n iv e r s i ty .  This was consonant w ith  his  p o l ic y  In the Louis Levine  
case a ls o .  In which he f i r e d  the economics pro fessor f o r  Insu bo rd ina tion ,  
f o r  p u tt in g  h is  own case before  the In te r e s t  o f  the U n iv e rs ity .  The Chan­
c e l l o r  c le a r ly  exp la in ed  th is  philosophy as I t  p e r ta in e d . In  h is  o p in io n ,  
to  A rth u r  F is h e r .  He s a id ,
M r. F isher Is  one o f  a c e r ta in  few men found In  many I n s t i t u ­
t io n s  who, under the th in  guise o f  self-assumed r ig h ts  would
3 | b l d . ,  p . 3 .
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ja o p a rd lz a  and s a c r i f i c e  th *  la rg e r  In te re s ts  o f  the In ­
s t i t u t io n s  they a re  supposed to  s e rv e . Every Instance ,  
such as the present one. In vo lv in g  the conduct o f  a member 
o f  the fa c u l ty  tends to  destroy t i e  confidence In  the p o l­
icy  o f  guaranteeing to  members o f  the fa c u l ty  s e c u r ity  o f  
te n u re . Mr, F is h e r  seems to  fo rg e t  the g re a t d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  developing a U n iv e rs ity  In  th is  p ioneer reg ion . With 
a supreme egotism he presumes to  d is regard  e n t i r e l y  the  
c a u t io n ,  the courage, and the fo re s ig h t  always necessary  
to  m ain ta in  a p u b lic  u n iv e rs i ty  f re e  from the d e s tru c t iv e  
com plica tion  o f  c lass  In te re s ts  and p a r t is a n  p o l i t i c s .  For 
a gen era tion  the American people , the country o v e r ,  have 
s t r iv e n  to  donduct t h e i r  p u b lic  schools and o th er  h igher  
In s t i tu t io n s  o f  le a rn in g  f re e  from p o l i t i c a l  In te r fe re n c e .
The e x is t in g  tenure  reg u la t io n s  f o r  the U n iv e rs ity  were 
adopted to  secure to  the members o f  the fa c u l ty  p ro te c t io n  
from these In f lu e n c e s . In s p i te  o f  th is  Mr. F is h e r ,  fo r  
the s a t is f a c t io n  o f  h is  n o to r ie ty  seeking Impulses, demands 
the r ig h t  to  a l l y  h im s e lf  w ith  a s in g le  p o l i t i c a l  fa c t io n
and to  c a rry  on , through a newspaper and room the n eu tra l
ground o f  the U n iv e rs ity  vigorous p a r t is a n  propaganda,^
I t  appears from th is  statement th a t  C hancellor E l l i o t t  denied  
F is h e r 's  r ig h t  to  engage In contentious e x tra -m u ra l a c t i v i t i e s ,  on the  
basis th a t  such a c t i v i t i e s  endangered the U n iv e r s i ty 's  Independence from 
p o l i t i c a l  In te r fe re n c e .  F is h e r ,  on the o th e r  hand, f i r m ly  b e lie v e d  th a t  
as a c i t i z e n  he had the r ig h t  to  support c o n tro v e rs ia l  p ro je c ts  I f  he d id
not neg lec t h is  teaching d u t ie s ,  and a ls o  th a t  fa c u l ty  members should
serve the community as w e ll  as t h e i r  c lasses . E l i o t t  thought F is h e r 's  
a c tio n s  undermined the U n iv e r s i ty 's  hard-won safeguards o f  tenure s e c u r ity  
Fish er thought th a t  the safeguards were the s ine  qua non o f  a t ru e  Univ­
e r s i t y ,  and e x is te d  p re c is e ly  f o r  cases such as h is  own. In which outs ide  
forces demanded suspension fo r  reason* o th e r  than academic Incompetence.
The C h a n c e llo r 's  p o s it io n  and F is h e r 's  p e rs o n a lity  e x p la in  the d i ­
vergence In  t h e i r  p o in ts  o f  v iew . As the l ia is o n  o f f i c e r  between the
^Chancellor E l l i o t t  to  the Board o f  Education, ^C hancellor 's  Mem­
orandum." p. 4 , In  F ish er F i l e .
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U n tv « rfttty  u n its  #nd th«  # t# t#  90vnrfuai»nt, E l l i o t t  was aocust<mad to  
cofforontsing} to  appeasing an I r a t e  le g is la to r  w h ile  asking fo r  an ap­
p r o p r ia t io n . P tre -b rw id  fa c u lty  members com piIcated h is  task  con sider­
a b ly . F is h e r , on the  o th e r  hand, te n a c io u s ly  pursued h is  v is io n  o f  %diat 
was r ig h t ,  w ith o u t so siuch as a nod to  th e  a r t  o f  compromise. The two 
SUMS were botaid to  c la s h .
In  regard  to  F is h e r 's  te a c h in g . C h an ce llo r E l l i o t t  to ld  the Board 
th a t  th e  law teach er had been " . . .c o n te n t  to  render u n s a tis fa c to ry  and 
sm dlocre s e rv ic e  to  h is  s t u d e n t s , H e  based h is  conclusion , he s a id ,  
upcm th e  s e rv ic e  com m ittee 's  In v e s t ig a t io n . IW d id  n o t ,  however, com­
m unicate a l l  o f  the s e rv ic e  com m ittee's judgm ent, which had s ta te d ,
• • • I s  I nee] those who a re  presumed to  know most about h is  
work co n s id er th a t  he Is  Improving In  te ac h in g , the Ser­
v ic e  Committee b e lie v e s  h is  weaknesses as a teach er a re  
not s u f f ic ie n t  to  j u s t i f y  d is m is s a l. He has abondant 
energy , a keen mind, h ig h  teach ing  Id e a ls , courage. In ­
i t i a t i v e ,  and a knowledge o f  law^whlch must be placed to  
h is  c r e d it  In  weighing the case.
M eam dille , P re s id e n t Clapp and Dean Leaphart w rote another l e t t e r  regard­
ing P ro fessor F is h e r 's  te a c h in g , a f t e r  the s e rv ic e  committee had concluded 
I t s  In v e s t ig a t io n . The two d e liv e re d  a harsher judgment to  the Board o f  
Education than Dean Leaphart had In d iv id u a lly  to  the committee:
• • • Wi t h  respect to  M r, F is h e r 's  teach ing  I t  seems to  us 
th a t  to  d a te  h is  work has not been s a t is fa c to r y .  H is lack  
o f  ta c t  and o f  sound judgment and h is  unconscious antagon­
ism have served to  s t i r  up the  s«ae s o rt  o f  resentment 
among the students  th a t  he s t i r s  up In  h is  extraneous a c t ­
iv i t ie s . . . .N e v e r t h e le s s  we b e lie v e  th a t  w ith  fu r th e r  exper­
ie n c e , a c q u is it io n  o f  more common sense, and w ith  a mod­
i f i c a t io n  o f  h is  te a d iin g  methods as w e ll as o f  h is  methods 
In  d e a lin g  w ith  o th e r  than s t r i c t l y  U n iv e rs ity  m a tte rs , he 
may become a usefu l and e x c e lle n t  t e a c h e r . . . . *
* l b l d . ,  p . 5 .
^Committee on S e rv ic e , " F i n d i n g s p .  14. In  F ish er F i le .
^Clapp and Leaphart to  Board o f  E ducation , S ep t. 16 , 1921. "C h a n c e llo r 's  
Memor*»dum, * p . 47 , In  F is h e r F i l e .
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A handw ritten  d r a f t  o f  th is  l e t t e r  In the F isher F i l e  In d ica tes  th a t  
P re s id e n t Clapp composed the l e t t e r .
The o th e r  s ig n i f ic a n t  ad d itio n s  to  the serv ice  committee evidence  
In  the C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum, o th e r  than the C h an ce llo r 's  general com­
ment, were d ra f ts  o f  two re s o lu t io n s .  Presumably, Chancellor E l l i o t t  
composed the reso lu tio n s  and hoped the Board would dispose o f  the F isher  
case w ith  one o f  them. The f i r s t  re s o lu t io n  s ta te d  th a t the American 
Legion charges re la te d  to  F is h e r 's  b e l ie f s  and opinions and were not 
supported by any o v e r t ,  unlawful a c t .  T h e re fo re , the Board should resolve  
to  thank the American Legion fo r  " . . . I t s  s p i r i t  o f  w atch fu lness ,"  I t  
should re g re t  th a t  any U n iv e rs i ty  fa c u l ty  member acted u p p a t r lo t Ic a l ly  
In  the e a r ly  days o f  the w ar, and I t  should promise to  observe c a r e f u l ly  
fu tu r e  ac tions  o f  F is h e r 's  which might be p r e ju d ic ia l  to  the In te re s ts  o f
g
the U n iv e rs i ty .
The second re s o lu t io n  d e a lt  more severe ly  w ith  the law pro fessor.
I t  proposed to  req u ire  F is h e r  to  devote h im s e lf  " . . .m o re  assiduously and 
w ith  g re a te r  s u c c e s s . . ."  to  h is  teaching d u t ie s ,  to  sever h is  connection  
w ith  the  New Northwest, and to  avoid en tang ling  h im se lf  In loca l contro­
v e rs ie s .  This re s o lu t io n  a ls o  would have the Board place F isher on pro­
bation  w ith  the U n iv e r s i ty ,  and would make h is  fu r th e r  appointment a 
spec ia l o rder o f  business fo r  the Board a t  I t s  A p r i l ,  1922, meeting. The 
re s o lu t io n  a ls o  would a u th o r iz e  C hancellor E l l i o t t  o r  President Clapp to  
dismiss F isher whenever I t  appeared to  them th a t  he had not " . . . f a i t h ­
f u l l y  observed the s p i r i t  and In te n t  o f  th is  re s o lu t io n ,"  and I t  would 
have the Chancellor rep o rt  a t  the December meeting o f  the Board on the
^Proposed Resolution A, "C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 6 ,  In F ish er
F i l e .
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q u a l i t y  o f  F Is h o r**  teaching s e r v ie * .^
The Board debated f o r  f iv e  hour» on C hancellor E l l i o t t ' »  proposed 
r e s o lu t io n * ,  but I t  could not s e t t l e  on one o f  them. The fo llo w in g  
day J , W, F reeman, the Great F a l ls  a t to rn e y .  Introduced a t h i r d  res ­
o lu t io n .  I t  read,
"Whereas, the s ta te  board o f  education has had under 
serious c o n s id era tio n  the whole m atter o f  the standing and 
s e rv ic e  o f  H r. A rth ur F isher as a member o f  the fa c u l ty  o f  
the law school o f  the s ta te  u n iv e r s i ty ,  and
V^ereas, the s ta te  board o f  education has reached the 
conclusion th a t  the w e lfa re  o f  the u n iv e rs i ty  and the In ­
te re s ts  o f  the students th e re in  req u ire  th a t  Mr. F ish er be 
re l ie v e d  o f  any f u r th e r  a c t iv e  s e rv ic e  as a teach er, th e re ­
fo re
Be f t  res o lv e d , th a t  Hr* F is h e r  foe considered on leave  
o f  absence w ith  pay the remainder o f the term o f  h is  con­
t ra c te d  appointment u n t i l  September I ,  1922 .'
Freeman Introduced the r e s o lu t io n ,  he s a id ,  because he b e lieved  the  
re p u ta t io n  o f  the Board o f  Education was a t  stake In the case , and th a t  
the Board should l e t  the  people o f  Montana know th a t  I t  would not condone 
the teachings o f  a ra d ic a l  p ro fe s s o r . C. H. Foote o f  K a l ls p e l l  echoed 
th a t  he could t o le r a t e  conscientious o b jec to rs  but not the teaching o f  
t h e i r  b e l ie f s  In Montana schools. Governor Dixon then In te r je c te d  th a t  
the Board should d e f i n i t e l y  determine the  re la t io n s h ip  o f  the American 
Legion charges to  F is h e r 's  teach ing . Judge Sanner agreed th a t  the Board 
should s e t t l e  whether o r  not F is h e r  m ainta ined the r ig h t  to  t each his  
b e l i e f s .  I f  he d id ,  ni»ld the Judge, no law school In  the U n ited  States  
tw>uld h i r e  him. Freeman answered Judge Sanner th a t  as f a r  as he was 
concerned, F ish er was g u i l t y  o f  a l l  the Legion charges aga in s t him, and
^Chancellor E l l i o t t ,  Proposed Resolution B to  Board o f  Education, 
C h a n c e llo r 's  Memorandum," p. 7 .  I n  F is h e r  F i l e .
*^The Service S t a r , October, 1921, p . 5 .
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o f  th a t  charga in p a r t i c u l a r . * *
Governor Dixon pleaded w ith  the Board to  l e t  the F leher case res t  
u n t i l  F is h e r*»  c o n tra c t  came up fo r  review In  A p r i l  o f  1922, and then 
to  l e t  the s i tu a t io n  a d ju s t  I t s e l f .  He asked, ‘ 'A re n 't  you in v i t in g  another  
fttor.D f o r  the U n iv e rs ity  fey passing these reso lu tions? Freeman r e t o r t ­
ed to  the Governor th a t  the re s o lu t io n  gave F ish er even more cons idera tion  
than he deserved. But Judge Sanner ob jec ted  rep ea ted ly  to  Freeman's res ­
o lu t io n  on the ground th a t  I t  obscured the reasons f o r  F is h e r 's  d is m is s a l.
May Trumpet, the Superintendent o f  Schools, agreed w ith  the Judge th a t  the
re s o lu t io n  was too vague. She thought th a t  F ish er should e i th e r  earn h is
12s a la ry  te a c h in g , o r  not bo pa id  to  a g i ta te  f u l l  t im e .
F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  severa l members c a l le d  f o r  the q u estio n . Governor 
Dixon c a l le d  f o r  a vote  on the adoption o f  the re s o lu t io n .  Freeman voted  
In  fa vo r  o f  h is  re s o lu t io n  along wlch D ie t r ic h ,  Rankin, El l e i .  L in e ,  and 
Spain , Governor Dixon, Miss Trumper, Judge Sanner, Foote, and V io le t t a
13
voted aga in s t I t .  Tlie re s o lu t io n  passed by one v o te .
The dism issal o f  A r th u r  F ish er r u f f l e d  few fea th ers  In Montana. The
Law School A ssocia tion  a c tu a l ly  passed a re s o lu t io n  urging th a t  the F ish er
case not be reopened In  December, s ince the students l ik e d  F is h e r 's  suc-
14cessor, one H r. C o lv in .  F ish er hoped th a t  the Montana S ta te  Teachers 
Association  would come to  h is  rescue, but the annual convention Ignored the  
case. The case simply d id  not p r e c ip i t a te  a vigorous p ro te s t  as had the
* * lb l d .
* * | b l d .  Sea a ls o  the D a l ly  M lssouHan and the Western Mews, Sept. 20 , 1921
^^Minutes o f  the Hcmtana Board o f  Education, September 18, 1921. p. I l l
!
F i l e .
'^R eso lu tio n  o f  the Law School A s s o c ia t io n , November 5 ,  1921. In F isher
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suspenston o f  Professor Louts Levine In  1919. The f a c u l ty ,  to  be s u re ,  
forwarded an Ind ignant re s o lu t io n  on the m atte r  to  the Board o f  Educ­
a t io n ,  but the Board d id  not meet again u n t i l  December. The fa c u lty  
re s o lu t io n  requested from the Board a statement o f  reasons f o r  the  
d is m is s a l ,  by which to  guide t h e i r  own ou ts id e  a c t i v i t i e s  In the fu tu r e .  
The f a c u l ty  In s is te d  th a t  the Board could not J u s t i fy  F is h e r 's  dismissal 
on the basis o f  the American Legion charges. I t  a lso  argued th a t  Pres­
id e n t C lapp 's  and Dean L eap hart 's  recommendation f o r  the Board to  ask 
F is h e r  to  " . . .seyertm m edlate ly  h is  o f f i c i a l  re la t io n s  w i t h . . . t h e  New 
N o rth w e s t.. . "  was an u n ju s t l im i t a t io n  on the r ig h t  o f  professors to  
partake  In any le g i t im a te  a c t i v i t y .  This res o lu t io n  c o n s titu te d  the whole 
o f  the f a i r l y  d o c ile  fa c u l ty  response,
The M Issoullan and the Helena Independent clucked happ ily  about the  
f i r i n g  o f  F is h e r .  I t  should have been done long b e fo re ,  they remonstrated, 
but a t  le a s t  the U n iv e rs i ty  was f i n a l l y  r id  o f  the r a d ic a l .  The Ml les
C ity  S ta r  expressed p leasure  th a t  the Board o f  Education had f i n a l l y
16"canned the p a c i f i s t . "  in f a c t ,  the Board ac tio n  pleased most o f  the  
newspaper e d i to rs  In  the s t a t e .  A noisy exception to  th is  was M iles  
Romney, e d i t o r  o f  H am ilton 's  Western News. He published an e d i t o r ia l  
e n t i t l e d ,  "Wanted; Safe and Sane P ro fe s s o rs ,"  and he remlhded h is  readers  
th a t  I f  F isher had re f ra in e d  from any connection w ith  the New Northwest 
th a t  h is  p o s it io n  on the fa c u l ty  would have been s e c u r e . B u t  the
*^Formal Resolution o f  the F acu lty  o f  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  to  
the  Montana Board o f  Education, September, 1921. In Montana A rch ives .
^^M lle s  C ity  S ta r .  Sept. 19, 1921, p . 1.
17**Wanted: Safe and Sane P ro fe s s o rs ,"  Western News, Ham ilton ,
Montana, September 22, 1921, p . 4 .
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dlsffllssal provoked no f lo od  o f  l e t t e r s  from angry c i t iz e n s .  I t  h a rd ly  
even r ip p le d  the s t i l l  waters o f  a Montana autumn In an o f f - e le c t lo n  y e a r .
Since the Montana re a c t io n  to the suspension was subdued. I t  Is not 
s u rp r is in g  th a t  n a tio n a l awareness o f  the In c id e n t was almost n o n -e x is te n t,  
TTie Board o f  Education did not have to  sweat In the scornfu l g la re  o f  
n a t io n a l a t te n t io n  as I t  had a f t e r  the suspension o f  Professor Louis 
Levine In 1919. This was m ainly because A rth ur F is h e r 's  actions offended  
corporate  In te re s ts  less obviously  than had Lev ine 's  book on mining ta x -  
a t Io n ,  even though Hutchens' machinations l e f t  f a r  more traces In the
F ish er case than did the Company's e f f o r t s  In e f fe c t in g  the suspension o f
Levine. But Louis Levine was a mild-mannered scho lar; Arthur F isher was 
an aggravating advocate o f  a c o n tro v e rs ia l  newspaper. At no time before  
or a f t e r  the September meeting o f  the Board o f  Education did A rthur F is h e r 's  
case In s p ire  an Impassioned defense by any In f lu e n t ia l  group. Consequently 
the b r i e f  and evasive September re s o lu t io n  by the Board o f  Education had 
closed the case permanently In Montana.
A sub-committee o f  the' Committee on Academic Tenure o f  the American 
Associa tion  o f  U n iv e rs i ty  Professors In v e s tig a te d  the A rth ur F isher case 
In  1923, In response to  an e a r l i e r  request by F isher and three  o f  his
former colleagues a t  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty .  I t  reviewed the rep ort o f
the Facu lty  Committee on S erv ice  and o th e r  documentary evidence submitted  
by F is h e r .  The Board a ls o  w rote  Pres iden t Clapp requesting a statement 
from him on the case. P res iden t Clapp excused h im se lf  but defended the  
a c tio n  o f  the Board. He w ro te ,
As you probably know, th is  whole m atte r  came up before  
I was fo rm a lly  In charge o f  the S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Mont­
ana, although ac tio n  was taken by the Board o f  Education 
a f t e r  September I ,  1921, when my appointment here began.
You a r e ,  o f  course, aware th a t  Mr, F ish er  was not dismissed
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from the U n iv e r s i ty ,  but th a t  the c o n tra c t  w ith  him was 
f u l f i l l e d ,  although he did  not teach during the la s t  year  
o f  h is  employment: during the la s t  year o f  h is  employment 
he drew his s a la ry  w ith o u t rendering any s e rv ic e  fo r  I t .
In any case, Mr, F is h e r 's  co n trac t w ith  the U n iv e rs ity  
would have been term inated when I t  was, as h is  teaching  
. was u n s a t is fa c to ry  as w ell as h is  ou ts id e  re la t io n s  harm­
fu l  to  the U n iv e rs i ty .^
N everthe less , the sub-committee found the Montana Board o f  Education 
“ . . . g u i l t y  o f  a grave d e r e l ic t io n "  In p ro h ib it in g  a professor from meet­
ing h is  classes w ith o u t a statement o f  reasons fo r  such a c t io n .  I t  added.
This d e r e l ic t io n  Is s e r io u s ly  augmented by the note­
worthy circumstance th a t  th is  a c tio n  o f  the Board over­
ru led  the Service Committee o f  the U n iv e rs ity  Faculty  
vdilch I t  had I t s e l f  created to  deal w ith  m atters o f  ten ­
ure . We profoundly re g re t  th a t  the Board should have set  
aside the unanimous f in d in g s  o f  a U n iv e rs ity  committee a t  
the Instance o f  a outside, o rg a n iza t io n  and o f an o rg an i­
z a t io n  w ith ou t experience In  educational m atte rs . °
The committee could f in d  no adequate reason fo r  negating a con­
t r a c t  p ro fe s s io n a l ly  even though I t  be honored f in a n c ia l l y . "  I t  concurred 
In the Montana s e rv ic e  committee's re fu ta t io n s  o f  the American Legion 
charges, and I t  agreed th a t  the charges re la te d  d i r e c t ly  to F is h e r 's  news­
paper a c t i v i t y .  The committee did not d isen tang le  the d e ta i ls  o f  the 
re la t io n s h ip ,  but I t  argued th a t  I t  should be Impossible to  appoint a pro­
fessor on the c o n d it io n  th a t  he r e f r a in  from any p art is a n  a c t i v i t y .  The 
committee concluded,
Academic freedom Is  here not d i r e c t ly  under consid­
e ra t io n .  There Is  no charge th a t  Mr. F isher Intruded  
p a rt is a n  opinions In to  h is  c lass room. The evidence  
Indeed shows th a t  he was scrupulous In excluding p o l i t ­
ic a l  discussions from his c lasses . But sure ly  no teacher  
In a rep ub lic  can be expected to  unclothe h im self o f  his  
In te re s ts  and a c t i v i t i e s  as a c i t i z e n  o f  the S ta te ,  Pai— 
t ic lp a t lo n  In o u ts id e  a c t i v i t i e s  should be l e f t  to  the
1SClapp to A. W. Vernon, Chairman o f  A .A ,U . Pr-sub-commlttee o f  the 
Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure, Ju ly  5 ,  1923, In F ish er F i l e .
19Vernon, "U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana," B u l le t in ,  p.
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g o o d  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h «  I n d i v i d u a l  I n s t r u c t o r . . . .  ^ 0
S i n c e  t h e  B o a r d  f i r e d  A r t h u r  F i s h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  o u t s i d e  I n t e r e s t s  
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  v i o l a t e d  f v h a t  h a s  c o m e  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  
a c a d e m i c  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  a s  a  c i t i z e n .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o ­
c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r s  d e f i n e d  t h i s  I n  I t s  1 9 4 0  S t a t e m e n t  o f
P r i n c i p l e s  a s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  t o  b e  f r e e  f r o m  I n s t i t u t i o n a l
21
d i s c i p l i n e  o r  c e n s o r s h i p  v d ie n  h e  s p e a k s  o r  w r i t e s  a s  a  c i t i z e n .  T h e
B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  d e n i e d  A r t h u r  F i s h e r  t h a t  r i g h t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v t o -
22
l a t i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  b a s i c  t e n e t s  o f  a c a d e m i c  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  l a w .  T h e  
f i r s t  v i o l a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e s  w e r e  o f  s u c h  a  v a g u e  a n d  s h i f t i n g  q u a l ­
i t y  t h a t  n o  p r o p e r  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e m  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  S e c o n d ,  
t h e  B o a r d  f a i l e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  P r o f e s s o r  F i s h e r ' s  g u i l t  o r  I n n o c e n c e  o f  t h e  
c h a r g e s ,  a n d  t h i r d ,  t h e  B o a r d  f a i l e d  t o  s t a t e  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s u s p e n ­
s i o n .
A r t h u r  F i s h e r ' s  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  N e w  h j i r t h w e s t  v i o l a t e d  n o  c o n d i t i o n  
o f  h i s  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  t h e  M o n t a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  n o r  d i d  I t  c a u s e  h i m  
t o  n e g l e c t  h i s  f a c u l t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  F i s h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  
o n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  d e l e t e r i o u s ,  b u t  n o t  e v e n  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  c o u l d  a g r e e  o n  t h a t  p o i n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  F i s h e r ' s  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  n e w s p a p e r  d i d  a l i e n a t e  a  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
I t  d<id  n o t  f o l l o w ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A . A . U . P .  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h a t  
t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  h a v e  d i s m i s s e d  h i m  t h e r e f o r e .  N o r  d i d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n
2 G | b l d . ,  p .
T h o m a s  i .  E m e r s o n  a n d  D a v i d  H a b e r ,  ' ’A c a d e m i c  F r e e d o m  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  
M e m b e r  a s  C i t i z e n , "  A c a d e m i c  F r e e d o m :  T h e  S c h o l a r ' s  P l a c e  I n  M o d e r n  S o c i e t y ,
e d .  b y  H a n s  W . B a a d e " % b @ u ^ îT " F ê f  r y ,  ' U . Y .  : O c e a n a  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1 3 u 4 ) ,  p .
2 2 l o u ! s  J o u g h i n ,  " A c a d e m i c  D u e  P r o c e s s , '  A c a d e m i c  F r e e d o m :  T h e  S c h o l a r ' s  
P l a c e  I n  M o d e r n  S o c i e t y ,  e d .  b y  H a n s  W .  B a a d e  ( U o S b s  F e r r y % ~ 3 * .  Y .  : O c e a n a
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p .  1 4 3 - 1 7 1 .
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charges J u s t i f y  suspension, as the s e rv ic e  committee, the U n iv e rs ity  
f a c u l t y ,  the a d m in is tra t io n ,  and the A .A .U .P . a l l  agreed. The Board 
o f  Education could n o t .  In  f a c t ,  s e t t l e  upon a s p e c i f ic  ceuse f o r  the 
discharge because none o f  the complaints aga inst Professor F isher s u f ­
f ic e d  f o r  suspension.
The Montana Board o f  Education f i r e d  A rth u r  F ish er p r im a r i ly  because 
he I r r i t a t e d  I ts  members. His a b i l i t y  to  annoy people , l ik e  th a t  o f  a 
pesky f l y ,  seemed a l l  out o f  p rop ortio n  to  h is  apparent v a lu e . As a 
r e s u l t ,  and almost as c a s u a lly  as f t  would swat a f l y ,  the Board d is ­
pensed w ith  the  serv ices  o f  A rth u r  F is h e r .  The Board continued F is h e r 's  
s a la r y ,  to  be sure , but th a t  t a c t i c  was a poor procedural d iv e rs io n  from 
I t s  In d e c is io n  on s u b s tan tive  Issues. The fa c t  th a t  M artin  d. Hutchens 
and W il l  Campbell conceived, m anipulated, and expanded F is h e r 's  Image as 
a nuisance n a tu r a l ly  augments the d isgrace o f  the ease. The A .A .U .P . had 
s t ip u la te d  In  1915 th a t  the d ispensation o f  academic d is c ip l in e  should 
depend on the conclusions o f  members o f  the teaching p ro fess io n , fo r  the  
a c tio n  o f  o th e r  groups might not be m otivated by . . . z e a l  fo r  the In t e g r i t y  
o f  s c i e n c e . T h e  F ish er case e x e m p lif ie s  the p i t f a l l  o f  v io la t in g  th is  
d ir e c t io n ,  fo r  no m atte r  how understandable was Hutchens' personal grudge. 
I t  could not by any w i ld  leap o f  the Im agination be equated w ith  zea l fo r  
the In t e g r i t y  o f  Science. Consequently, the Montana Board o f  Education  
f i r e d  A rth u r F is h e r  f o r  concerns th a t  wera^ a t  t h e i r  source, personal and 
commercial. For these motives the Montana Board o f  Education denied 
A rth u r  F ish er h is  r ig h t s ,  through the p r in c ip le  o f academic freedom, to  
tenure  s e c u r i ty ,  and to  h is  personal p o l i t i c a l  b e l ie f s .
Z^Louls Joughin, e d . , "Appendix At 1915 D ec la ra t io n  o f  P r in c ip le s ,"  
Academic Freedom and Tenure: A Handbook o f  the American A ssociation  o f
D h T ^ rs T tÿ “P >ofîs ïïïFs‘TMa^rson7 OTsT:^ r T l  t T O W s T Î T T r i s s ,
Bo TTTpT*» W,
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EPILOGUE
A f t e r  h is  dism issal from teaching d u t ie s ,  A rth u r  F isher ass is ted  
W a lte r  Christensen In  e d i t in g  the New Northwest f o r  several months, a l l  
the w h ile  expressing to  h is  fa th e r  a d e s ire  to work and t ra v e l  abroad.
He had much o f  h is  personal fo r tu n e  Invested ln * th e  conmunIty newspaper, 
however, and spent considerable  time e x t r ic a t in g  h im self from the f in a n ­
c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  the newspaper. But f o r  a t  le a s t  a y e a r , he to ld  his  
fa m i ly ,  he refused to  abandon Montana to  the enemy, so he continued In an 
e f f o r t  to  b u i ld  an Independent, progressive press In the s ta te .  In mld- 
1322 he moved to  B i l l in g s ,  Montana, to  e d i t  a weekly organ o f  the Mid­
land Empire c o o p era tives , the B i l l in g s  S e a rc h lig h t .
In 1923 an o p p o rtu n ity  arose f o r  him to  conduct an economic study 
o f  c e n tra l  Europe. He l e f t  Montana In the spring  o f  th a t  year s l ig h t ly  
em b itte red  but not beaten. As he rode out o f  Montana on the Northern  
P a c i f ic  he assembled h is  r e f le c t io n s  on the s ta te  fo r  p u b lic a t io n .  His 
a r t i c l e  In the N a t io n , e n t i t l e d  ’’Montana: the Land o f the Copper C o l l a r , ”
asserted  th a t  s ix  months was the longest one could l i v e  in Montana w i th ­
out deciding whether to  be ’’fo r  the Company,” o r  "aga in s t the Company,”
In s p i te  o f  i t s  t i t l e ,  the a r t i c l e  d id  not completely condemn the shackied
n a t iv e s .  He w ro te ,
" . . . I n  a personal way the Company's o f f i c i a l s  and subordinates  
are  f o r  the most p a r t  "good fe l lo w s ” who have r isen  from the
ranks; something o f  the  f re e  and easy ways o f the mining camp
o r  the open range s t i l l  c l in g in g  to  them; and Montana Is s t i l l
too young and too near to  the f r o n t i e r  to  have ye t produced 
th a t  worst o f  human products: the snobbery and the glowering
resentment o f  a long-submerged people. In Montana one may s t i l l  
speak to  a man as a f r le n d - -b e fo r e  d r i l l i n g  him o r  h is  business
- 102 -
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o r  h l»  re p u ta t io n  f u i t  o f  h o les .
A f t e r  F is h e r 's  Journey through Europe, he returned to  the United  
S ta tes  to  lobby fo r  a re c o v e ry -o r ie n te d  fo re ig n  p o l ic y  toward the w ar-  
to rn  c o u n tr ie s .  Me w rote  to  S. R. Logan In  Montana th a t .  In  h is  o p in ­
io n , the £uroi»ean s i tu a t io n  re la te d  c lo s e ly  to  the bad conditions o f  the  
farmers throughout the Northwest, Me s a id ,
Washington th inks  the farmers and the West a re  Is o la t io n ­
i s t .  I d o n 't  b e l ie v e  I t .  And I know t h e i r  economic as %m»1I 
as moral In te r e s t  Is  fo r  the re s to ra t io n  o f  peace In Europe 
and the prevention  o f  a new m i l i t a r y  outbreak, but the 
people and t h e i r  leaders and o rg an iza tio n s  a re  not vboal 
e n o u g h , . . . !  am spending Christmas Day In  th is  p r a c t ic a l  e f ­
f o r t  to  c re a te  a l i t t l e  Peace on Earth and Good W i l l  Among 
Men. A f t e r  one has been In  the Ruhr I t  Is  hard to  r e s t .
He asked Logan to  l in e  up le t t e r s  from  concerned Montana o rgan iza tio ns  
supporting American economic ass is tan ce  In Europe,
F is h e r  m ainta ined h is  In t e r e s t  In the problems o f  labor and farm ers.
He reviewed the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  a fa rm e r- la b o r  p a rty  fo r  the New Republic  
In  1923, and wrote severa l a r t i c l e s  f o r  th a t  magazine and others In  the
1920 's . W a lte r  T . F is h e r  exp la in s  th a t  h is  b ro th e r 's  In te re s t  In  labor
and farm groups was p a r t  o f  a l i f e lo n g  d ed ica tio n  to  the p u b lic  In te re s t  
and a fe e l in g  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  ImproveiTwnts In so c ia l conditions  
g e n e ra l ly .  A r th u r  F is h e r  was, fo r  example, a p ioneer In the Chicago chap­
t e r  o f  the American C i v i l  L ib e r t ie s  Union, and he aided I t  a c t iv e ly  the  
years th a t  he l iv e d  In  Chicago. A more s ig n i f ic a n t  accompiIshment, accord­
ing to  h is  b ro th e r ,  was h is  determ ined, unv lo ld lng  pressure on the s ta te  
o f  I l l i n o i s  to  acqu ire  the lend o f  the shore o f  Lake Michigan which has 
become the  I l l i n o i s  Beach S ta te  Park.
U n t i l  the end o f  the  1330 's  F is h e r  p ra c t ic e d  law In  Chicago. During
World War 11 he managed a reg ion a l department o f  the War Production Board. 
He continued government s e rv ic e  a f t e r  the war as the Associate R e g is te r  o f
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Copyrtghts fo r  the L ib ra ry  o f  Congress. From 1951 u n t i l  h is  death in  
i 960 from leukemia» he was the R e g is te r  o f  Copyrights fo r  the l ib r a r y  
o f  Congress, Here he exerted  his high legal capac ity  In beh a lf  o f  a 
law fo r  the In te rn a t io n a l  p ro te c t io n  o f  l i t e r a r y  p ro p e rty . His e f f o r t s  
c o n tr ib u te d  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  the passage o f  the t re a ty  known as the  
U n iversa l Copyright Convention, and earned him n a tio n a l and in te rn a t io n ­
a l  eminence in the f i e l d  o f  copyright law.
The Convention was the f i r s t  worldwide t r e a ty  in the f i e l d  and the  
f i r s t  c le a r  agreement on copyrights  between the U nited  States and the  
co u n tr ies  o f  Europe. The Washington Post sa id  o f  him,
"Known as a n e g o t ia to r  o f  g re a t  d r iv e  and s k i l l ,  Mr.
F ish er had a ls o  long worked to  revamp United States copy­
r ig h t  law. In the fa c t  o f  I n e r t i a  and o p p o s it io n , he 
t i r e l e s s ly  w ro te , argued and discussed reform o f  s ta tu te s  
which have been la rg e ly  unchanged since 1903. Before his  
death A rth u r F is h e r  had conceived and d ire c te d  a series  
o f  s tudies  which are being published by the Senate ju d ic ­
ia ry  Committee as a basis f o r  -a modern copyright law.
In s p i te  o f  h is  p o s it io n s  In m etro p o litan  a reas , A rthur F isher never
forsook h is  pre ference  fo r  outdoor a c t i v i t y .  He operated a d a iry  farm
near Boston a t  one t im e , and purchased another one In Maryland when the
copyright p o s it io n  c a l le d  him to  Washington, D, C. Much o f the physical
labo r required on these farms he d id  h im s e lf ,
F isher remained In  the copyright p o s it io n  u n t i l  his death. The
Washington Post concluded I t s  memorial ^o him w ith  a t r ib u te  to  h is  11 fc -
long te n a c ity :
"A man o f  intense personal courage, A rthur F ish er continued  
to  work fo r  the causes in which he be lieved  even a f t e r  he knew 
he had leukem ia."*
*W alte r  T . F is h e r ,  l e t t e r  to  a u th o r ,  June 6 ,  I 969 . Mrs. S. R. Logan, 
p e rs o iu l in te rv ie w , C h arlo , M o n t. , May 20 , I 969 , Mrs. A rthur F is h e r ,  l e t t e r  
to  a u th o r ,  July 9 ,  1963. See a lso : Chicago T r ib u n e , November 13, 19^0, P a rt
I ,  p . 50 . Washington P ost, Nov. 13, liew VorlT Times, Nov. 13, I9 6 0 ,
(c l ip p in g s  sent to  author by W alte r  T. F lsherTT
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